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ADVERTISEMENT. 0 
7" enlighten 4h the Underſtanding, and a- 
mend the Hom: To promote Love to- 


wards God, and Good-Will towards Men: 


advance the Honor of the Redeemer, and the 


Salvation of Souls: Theſe were the Author's. 
Views when he wrote, preached, and publiſhed 
the following Diſcourſes. They were not de- 
ſigned to gratify the Curious, the Captious, and 
the Critical; but ſimply to edify a large Con- 
gregation of plain People. May the Divine 
Bleſſing attend the Publication. 


D. SIMPSON.' 
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8 
The n and Importance of the, Bible, 
82 | A | 

8 E * * 0 N 

Preached before one of the 3 
s 0 1 i 
ZA 
ARTIFICERS 
MACCLESFIELD. 


" I have been 3 ſomewhat with Men and Books: - 
J have had long Experience in Learning, and in the 
4 World: There is no Book like the Bible, for excellent 

Learning, Wiſdom and Uſe; and it is want of Underſtand- | 
„ing in them, who think, or ſpeak otherwiſe.” 

Jupes HALE. | 

66 Study the Holy as eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment; therein are contained the Words of eternal L 
« Tt has God for its Author; Salvation for its End; and 


« Truth, without = Mixture of Error, for its Matter.” 
Lock, ) 
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The Prayer before Sermon. 


INFINITELY great, gracious, and glo- 
rious Lord God, who in Compaſſion to 
Mankind haſt cauſed the Holy Scriptures to be, 
written for our Learning and Inſtruction ; grant 
to us thy Divine Spirit to enlighten'our Minds, 
that we may underſtand thy Word aright. En- 
able us to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt 
it, that by Patience, and the Comfort thereof, 
we may embrace, and ever hold faſt the bleſſed 
Hope of everlaſting Life. To this important 
End, accompany with thy Bleſſing what is a- 
bout to be delivered. Remove groundleſs Pre- 
judices; baniſh from our Minds every Unchriſ- 
tian Thought; awaken every ſecure and careleſs 
Sinner; ſoften every hard and obdurate Heart; 
comfort the Mourners in Zion; relieve the Af- 
flicted; eaſe the Pained; ſuccour the Tempted; 
ſupply the Neceſſitous; be a Father to the Fa- 
therleſs, an Husband to the Widow, and a 
Friend to the Diſtreſſed, Theſe undeſerved 
Mercies we ask in the Name, and for the Sake, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the great Redeemer; in whoſe 
comprehenſive Form of Words we ſum up all 
our Petitions; 


Our Father &c. 
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MEN, ah BRETHREN, 


bus b Being lied; pon —— 
hokare you this is Mieming. Tiba not amuſe you 
for Half an Hour with curious and vain Spe- 
culations, but with Matters of infinite and u- 
niverſal Concern. It ſhall be our Endeavor to 
ſpeak in a plain, popular, practical Manner; 
and to advance only ſuch Truths as are worthy⸗ 
of a wife Man's Ear and Attention. To your 
candid and unbiaſſed Judgments r e 
O Chriſtians, we make our e e 


TY 


Sada 1. 6 


For I am not-afhamed of the Goſpel of Chrift : Fur 
uſe e NEG fo every 
one that believeth. 1 


HE BIBLE is a Book of ſuch vaſt Impor- 

- tance, that I would omit no proper Op- 

portunity of recommending, it to your ſerious . 

Peruſal and Regard; Looſe; profane, cavelling 
Witlings indeed, will harangue for Hours, a- 
B mong 


hiding their Companions, againſt the monſtrous 


OED 
1 


62 


Abſurdities, the palpable Contradictions, the 
horrid Cruelties, and the incoherent Jargon "A 
therein aſcribed to the God of Order and Per- 

fection. They ſet the Bible at Defiance; and 


cry up Reaſon and Natural-Religion, as alone 


ſufficient, to guide our Feet into the ay of 


Peace, Truth, and. Happineſs. 


But methinks, before we 4 ſuch vaſlitive 


and important Concluſions from Theoretical 


Reaſoning upon the Strength or Weakneſs of 
the natural Powers of Man; we ſhould do well 


to conſider, what was the antient, and what 
is the modern State of thoſe Nations, where the 


Goſpel never ſhone. They have lived under the 


Conduct of unaſliſted Reaſon (improved indeed 
by ſome ſmall Remains of traditionary Revela- 


tion) for the Space of near 4000 Years. During 
this long Period, they have had Time enough, 


one would imagine, to make a thorough Expe- 


riment, whether Reaſon alone is ſufficient to 
guide Mankind into the Knowledge of Truth 


and Duty. Let curious Theoriſts conclude as 
Pride and Self- Importance ſhall dictate, the 


Matter 


ö (41) 
| Matter of Fact ie well known and incontrovert-" 
able, That they; were loſt and bewildered, in 
endleſs Mazes. Even their Philoſophers per- 
petually diſagreed, oppoſed, and contradifted: 
one another in all their Diſputationsro ſuch a e- 
gree, that Varro reckons up no leſs than 289 N=: 
pinions concerning that one Queſtion, What was, 
the Chief Good, or Final Happineſs of Man“. 
Socra tes himſelf, one of the wiſeſt, and perhaps 
one of the very beſt Men the Heathen World 
eyer produced, after all his anxious Enquiries, 
wavered in his Belief, Whether the World was 
governed by One, or by a Variety of Beings. 
« He was not aſhamed openly to confeſs his 
Senſe of the Want of a Divine Revelation. He: 
declares it as his Judgment, that- it -was moſt. 
natural and truly agreeable to right and ſound. 
Reaſon, to hope for Something of mn N ature”: þ 
Take his own Words: * 
« It ſeems belt to me, ſaith Socrates to — F 
« his Diſciples, that we hope quietly ; nay, tis 
* abſolutely neceſſary that we wait with Pati- 
«ence, till ſuch Time as we can learn certainly 
„how we ought to behave our ſelves both to +: 


B 2 « wards . 
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4 Wards God and toward M- When will 
that Time come, replies the Diſciple; and who 
18 it that will teach us this? For:methinks 1 
earneſtly deſire to fee and know Who the 
— Perſon 271 is that will do it. It is one, anſirrs So- 
© crates, Who has now a Concern for you. But 
in Hike manner as Homer relates that Miner- 
« va took away the Miſt from before Diomedes 
“Eyes, that he might be able to diſtin- 
i guiſh one Perfon from another; ſo tis neceſ-- 
*<Tfary that the Miſt, which is now before your 
76 Mind, be firſt taken away, that afterwards 
& you may Jearn to diſtinguiſh rightly between 
. Good and Evil; for as yet you are not able 
to do it. Let the Perſon »,u mentioned, 
10 " replies the D Diſciple, take away this Miſt, or 
« whatever elſe i it be, as ſoon as he pleaſes: For 
am willing to do any Thing he ſhall direct, 
* whoſoever this Perſon be; ſo that I may but 
«© become a good Man. Nay, - anſwers Socrates, 
That Perſon has a wonderful Readineſs and 
17 Willingneſs to do all this for you. It will be 
te heſt then, replies the Diſciple, to forbear of- 
* fering any more Sacrifices till the Time that 


ce this 


(058). 


« this Pertön appeard- You judgt very welt, | 
« anfivers Nucnures, It will be munii ſufer ſo ta 
do, than to run fo great a Hazard oft (offer 
« ing Zacriſices; which you know not whethey 
te they are acceptable to God or no Well then, 
© replies the Diſciple,” we' will Then taalke!tous 
Offerings tothe Gods; herr That Day comes| 
and —_— e een it muy not be. far 
off Ve 91!” { 32209 has eur 

Strange! That notwithſtanditig all ths per 
plexing Doubts and Uncertainties under which 
theſe virtuous Heathens labored, our modern 
Free-Thinkers, dur National Chriſtians, as 
they ineonſiſtently affect to ea themſelves; 
ſhould take ſd much Pains to laugh at, and re- 
dicule, that Book of Divine Revelation, che E. 
ble. Many of them have not Learning enough to 
examine the Languages in which it was otiginal- 
y wrote; and they want Candor and Good: Sertfe 
o make proper Allowances for the unavoidable 
mperfections of a literal Tranſlation; for Dif= 
anceof Time, and the different Manners and Cuſ- 
oms which prevailed; and for a great variety of 
ircumſtances to us unknown, and which are ne- 


ceſſary 
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fly co be known, in order to fllund com- 
5 plete Underſtanding of the: Sacred Writings. 
Others there are, who, though perhaps-not | 
unſkilled: in the original Languages of the 
Old and New Teſtament, yet forbear to give 
them a ſober, eandid, and ſerious Examination. 
They will read Plays, Novels, and Romances; 
they will read profane Hiſtory, Lives, and Me- 
moirs, and enter into the very Spirit of them: 
No Time is: too much; no Pains too great. 
And if there are any indelicate Expreſſions;, or 
unbecoming Sentiments, in the Authors with 
which they happen to converſe, they will retail 
them out upon every Occaſion, with all the Fire 
of Originals. They are pleaſed, n are de- 
lighted, they are ſatisſiedw. | 
But if theſe ſame Perſons happen to taks the! 
Bible in Hand, that Treaſure of Holy Inſtruc- 
tion, and True Conſolation, what dull, melan- 
cCholy Work it is! How ſtupid, how drowſy, 
how feeble they grow! It is laid aſide as dark, 
myſterious, and unintelligible. And they are; 
ready to bleſs themſelves, When they can get 
into more cheerful Company. 


up 
na 
no 


Now, 


v, 


= Bible to have ſuch Adverſaries as theſe. Their | 


CO) 


Diſapprobation is no ſmall Praiſe. It requires in 
all the True Diſciples of Chriſt, in all Real Chriſ- 
tians; and that too upon Pain of eternal Dam- 
nation; ſuch-/ Parity, ſuch Self- denial, ſuch 
Mortification; ſuch inward Holineſs; and ſuch 
outward Obedience, that, in the Opinion of 

many, tis a Voke too heavy to be born. Hence | 
ſome reject the Bible entirely: Others refine its 


Precepts and Doctrines, into a Syſtems of little 


better than Heathen-Morality. And no Won- 
der: One Man is addicted to Drunkenneſs; a- | 


nother to Whoredom; another to Covetouſ- 


neſs; another to Pleaſure; another to Pride and 


Vanity of Underſtanding; and another to Care- 

leſneſs and Diſſipation: They read the Bible: 
They ſee theſe, and all ſuch like Sins declared - 
to be abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Favor of 
of God: They muſt therefore neceſſarily take - 


wy 1 


one or other of theſe Methods: Either look 


upon it as an unreaſonable Reſtraint upon the 
natural Liberties of Mankind, and ſo to be re- 
nounced as a Syſtem of ſpiritual Tyranny: Or, 


having 


\ 


wi 9 


man their” Minds engroled with warldly 
Cares and Pleafures; they muſt put off ſurh le 
mouse Matters to ſome future, and more conve- 
nient -Seaſbn:* Or; they muſt grant that it is 
indeed the Werd of God; and endeavor with 
alf their Powers to believe, and live, and obey, 
as the bible requires. Then, and then only, 
they can read it with Pleaſure and with Com- 
fort. Then,” and then only, they can have a 
rational, well grounded eee e and 
Satisfaction. 9— hath | 
Much might be ſaid, my Driven in Favor 


of this invaluable, though too frequently dif." 
piſed Book, the Bible. It comes recommended 


to us by all the Marks of Divinity, of which 
any Thing of the Kind is eapable. It carries 
the Stamp of Heaven upon it. Its Predictions, 
its Miracles, its Doctrines, its Language; all 
proclaim its Divine Original. But inſtead of 
infiſting upon Evidence of this Kind, permit me 
to lay before you the Sentiments and Opinions 
of ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Perſons, who 
have had Occaſion to ſpeak, or write upon the" 
Sabjet. This Kind of Evidence ſeems better a- 
WE dapted 


( 


| dapted to the Capacities of the Bulk of. the Con- 


gregation; and, if I miſtake not, will afford a 
Degree of Conviction, to the ſerious and un- 

prejudiced Mind not eaſy to be reſiſted; ® “ 
© -« Jo burb Ears u. bea, ler him dear”. 

JESUS CHRIST, the 903 of, God, and | 

the Saviour of Man, commands, Search 
the Scriptures; for in them, ſays he, ye think ye 
have eternal Life; and they are they which teſti- 
fy of me. And after his Reſurrection, . Begin- 
ning at Moſes, and all the Prophets, he expound- 
ed unto his Diſciples 1 in all the Scriptures,. the. 
Things concerning himſelf; and aſſured them 
at the ſame Time, I hat all Things, were to 
be fulfilled, which were written in the Law of 
Meſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 
coneerning him”. Taking for granted the Truth | 
of the New Teſtament, as we do at preſents 


theſe Teſtimonies by ** Chriſt, are a perfect 
Eulo ogium 


* If any of my Ne wiſh to Tee Evidence of a different 
Kind for the Truth of the Bible, they may be amply ſatisfied 
by A. diligently the following Bboks: (viz) Bakter's 
Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion: Grotius on the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion: Biſhop *Newton on the Propheſies: 
Butler's Analogy: Clarke on the Truth and * — of 
the Chriſtian Revelation: And Doddridze's three Sermons on 


the Evidence of the Goſpel. 
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Ten Thouſand Witnefles'of an inferior Kind. 
Moss, che moſt antient of Hiſtorians, and 

wiſeſt of Legiſlators,” thus enjoins every Indivi- 
dual of the'Jewiſh Nation: Hear, O Iſrael, 
the Lord our God is one Lord. And thou 
| ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Might. 
And theſe Words which 1 command thee this 
Day ſhall be in thine Heart. And thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently unto thy Children, and 
| ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine | 
Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the Way, 
and when thou lieft down, and when thou riſ- 
eſt up. And thou ſhalt bind them for a Sign 
upon thine Hand, and they ſhall be as Front- 
lets between thine Eyes. And thou ſhalt write 
them upon the Poſts of ay Houſe, and on 
thy Gates“. 

Such were the Injunctions, ſuch the Com- 
mands, which Moſes, the Man of God, laid up- 
on the Jews, And we need but read their 


Hiſtory to ſee, That , when they obeyed theſe 
InjunRtions, they were happy and proſperous : 
| When 


a ( 9 
when they diſobeyed, they were — | 
ſold into the Hands of their Enemies. 
GOD ALMIGHTY ' HIMSELF, ate the 
Death of Moſes, in this animating. Man- 
ner addreſſes his valiant; Succeſſor: Be ſtrong 
and of a good Courage; for unte this People 
datt mou divide for an Inheritance the Land 
which I ſware unto their Fathers to give them. 
UW Only de thou ſtrong and very eouragious. chat 
chou mayeſt obſerve to do according to all 
the Law, which Men my Servant commanded 
thee: Turn not from it to the Right Hand, or 
to the Left, that thou mayeſt proſper whither- 
ſoever thou geſt. This Book of the Law fhall 
not depart out of thy Mouth, but thou ſhah 
meditate therein Day and Night, that thou 
mayeſt obſerve to do according to all that is 
writer therein: For then thou ſhatt make thy 
Way proſperous, and then thou ſhalt have 

good Snccels”, | 
Here, you fee again, we are in the moſt A 
tive Manner affured by the Lord fetovab Him- 
ſelf, That the whole Succeſs of Joſpua's Arms 
depended upon hie paying an implicit Regard 
C2 N to 


"0 „„ = "7 25 * me 
to the Law of GoB, Y 25 contained in the Five 
Books of Moſes. "oſha was obedient; he did as 
the Lord communded him; and he ſucceeded, 
he flouriſhed, "he proſpered, whereſoever be 
went. There Was not a Man able to ſtand 
FX before him all the Pays of his Life: As Gon 
was with er, ſo he was with him: He did 
not fail him, nor forſake him. 


* KING”DAVID alſo, the greateſt of Wan 


. 


3 ors, the ſablimeſt of Poets, the moſt ſeraphic of 

Muſicians, thus ſweetly ſings: © The Law of the Y 

© Lord is perſect, converting the Soul: The Teſ- t 

$ timony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the 1 

1 Simple. The Statutes of the Lord are right, 1 

* rejoicing the Heart: The Commandment of t 

. 6 the Lord is pure, enlightning the Eyes. The. þ 
8 Fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever; 

wo The Judgments of the Lord are true, and righte- + 0 

_ » ous altogether, More to be deſired are they than 1 

Gold, yea, than much fine Gold: Sweeter alſo, g 

than Honey, and the Honey-comb. Moreover, fi 

by them 1s thy Servant warned; and in keeping. I 

of them there is great Reward”, G 

: of you look 1 into the I "9 Pſalm, we e ſhall find F 


it 


0 225 
= it! intirely a Collection f Mette und Senti- | 
l ments in Praiſe of the Law, the Statutes, the 
precepts, the Teſtimonies, the Commandments; 
the Judgments,” and the! Ordinances of Gon. 

The thirteenth Part is beautiful: * Oh 
1 love thy Law! It is my Meditation all the 
Day. Thou through thy:Commandments/baſt 
made me wiſer: than mine Enemies; for they 


ing than all my Teachers: For thy Teſtimo- 
nies are my Meditation. I underſtand more 
than the Antients; becguſe I keep thy Precepts. 
How ſweet ate thy Words to my Taſte! Vea, 
ſweeter than Honey to my Mouth. Through 
thy Precepts 1 get Underſtanding: : Therefore I 
hate every falſe Way F <1 
THE GREAT. APOSTLE or THE 
GENTILES gives us his Opinion of the Bible 
in theſe ſtrong Expreſſions: ;. All Seriptu re is 
given by Inſpiration of Gop; and is profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; that the Man of 
Gop may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
all good Works”. And again: © Let the Word of 
Chriſt dwellin you richly, in all Wiſdom”. St. 


are ever with me. I have more Underſtand- | 


N 1 
st PRrER likewife, the Apaſtle of the Cir- 


— 


Aten informs us, That the Propheſy | 
cane not in old Time by the Will of Man; 
bat holy Men af Gon ſpate as _ wer moys 
ed by the Holy'Ghoſt”. — 

- It may be objected: © Theſe Teltimonies in 
«Favor of the Bible; are all taken from the Bible 


nn 


ebe depended upon. E 
True: Unbelievers may argue tum 1 eh 


pleaſe, may call them fuſpected Witneſſes, and 
not altogether to be relied upon when they bear 
Witneſs'th themſelves: But we have # Cloud 
of Witneſſes to the ſame Thing, moſt of which 
are not Hable to the ſame Objeckioeen 
In the Sixth and Seventh Articles of Relig 
on (to the Truth of which all the Arehbiſtrops, 
Bithops, and Clergy of England and Fila 
have fubſeribed) our pious Reformers have g 
ven it as their Opinion, That the Holy 
< Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament 
contain all Things neceſſary to Salvation, and 
that the Old Teſtament is not contrary to 
* the New” | 


The 


a> 


() 


- The firſt Homily is all 10 the ame Purpoſe; | 
containing a warm. Exhortation to the: reading - 
and ſtudying of the Moly Striptures. 

„ Unto a Chriſtian Man there can be No- 
thing either more neeeſſury or profitable char 
dhe Knowledge. of Holy Scripture; for as 
much as in it is contained Gon true Word, 
ſetting forth his Glory, and alſo Man's Duty. 
And there is no Truth or Doctrine neceſſary 
for our Juſtification and everlaſting Salyati- 
on, but may be drawn out of that Fountain 
« and Well of Truth. Therefore as many as 
are deſirous to enter into the right and per- 
« feft Way unto God, mult apply their Minds 
to know the Holy Scripture; without which, 

* they can neither ſufficiently know God and 
his Will, neither their Office and Duty. And 

* as Drink is, pleaſant to them that be dry, 
and Meat to them that are hungry; ſo is the 
reading, hearing, ſearching and ſtudying of 
Holy Scripture to them that are deſirous to 
* know Gop and themſelves, and to do his Will. 

*© And thoſe Perſons only do loath and abhor 

* the heavenly Knowledge and Food of Gop's 

Word, 


% a » I} 
0 G 


. ( 1 ) 
" Word, that are t; denne! in cy Biiſi- 
. * neſs” and' Vanities, that they neither ſavor 
« Gov, nor any Godlineſs: For that is the 
% Cauſe why they deſire ſuch Vanities, rather 
than the true Knowledge of G.. 11th 1 
As they that are ſick of a Fever, whatſoe- 
* ver they eat, though ĩt be never ſo pleaſant in 
« itſelf,” yet it is bitter-and nauſeous? to them 
« 2s Wormwood ; not becauſe of the Bitterneſs: 
« of the Meat; but becauſe of the corrupt and 
10 bitter Humor that is in their own . Mouth 
* and Stomach: Even ſo 1 is the- Sweetneſs of 
4 Gon s Word bitter, not of itſelf, but t only un 
e to them that have their Minds corrupted with 
long Cuſtom of Sin, and Love of the World. 
* Therefore; forſaking the corrupt Judg- 
ment of carnal and worldly-minded People, 
K let us reverently hear and read Holy Scrip- 
türe, which is the Food of the Soul. For in 
« Holy Scripture is fully contained; what we 
e ought to do, and what to avoid; what to be- 
te ljeve, what to W and what to expect in 
« the World to come”. | | 
Such are the Sentiments, and - uch the Ex- 


hortations 


(4). 


hortations of Cranmer, Latimer, Ridly, and o- 
thers,. who ſealed the Truth with their Blood. 
Sch are the Sentiments, the openly avowed 
Sentiments, of all the Clergy. of the Church of 
England at this Time, and in every. Age ſince 
the Reformation from Popery, Nay, ſuch like» 
wiſe are the Sentiments of the Church of Scot 
land, and of all the Proteſtant Churches, of e- 
very dect and Denomination, throughout the 
known World. However they may differ in 
other Matters of leſs Importance, they all agree 
in this. with one Mouth, with one Conſent, That 
the Bible contains the Mind and Will of Gops 
that we ought to be ruled and guided by it in 
all our Conduct; that we are to be judged by 
it at the laſt Day; and that we are to be eter- 
nally happy, or eternally miſerable, according as 
the Bible acquits, or condemns us. I ſay, All 
Nations, proſeſſing Chriſtianity, agree in this, 
That the Bible is the Word of Gov; that we 
ought to be ruled and governed by it here; 
that we muſt be tried and judged by it at the laſt 
Day; conſequently, that it is of infinite and e- 


verlaſting Importance to every Soul of us, he- 
D | ther 


5 4 26 j | 
| het ir tar” us, or - againſt us; heth# it * | 
quits, or condemns us. This is no Principle 
: peculiar to a Churchman, Methodiſt, or Diſ- 

ſenter; *tis a Principle common to them all: 

They are all agreed in this fundamental Point, 
The Bible is the Word of Gov: 20 its N 
ſion we muſt ſtand, or fall. 

It may be again objected, «That the Clans 
in all Ages and Nations have agreed to eſta - 
« blifh-the Bible 4s the Word of Gov from lu- 
« crative Views; for the ſake of the Emoluments 
« ariſing from the Church; and the Eaſe and 
Honor conferred on that Order of Men.. 

It is but too true, that Prieſt- Craft has not 
a little prevailed in every Nation and Period of 
the Chriſtian Church. Men of corrupt Minds, 
and covetous Diſpoſitions, have crept into the 
facred Office for the Sake of the Loaves and 
the Fiſhes. Put me into the Prieſt's Office 
that I may get a Piece of Bread ”, has too of- 
ten been the Cry, to the great Scandal and 

Diſgrace of the Church of Chriſt. © But this 
has not always been the Caſe. Thouſands and 
Ten Thouſands there-have been, who have un- 


dertaken 


; 
? 


, 
y 
N 
2 


( 


ae the laborious Taſk of Preaching the 
Goſpel from generous and diſintereſted Motives; 
and who would not contribute to maintain a 
Syſtem of ſpiritual Tyranny | for cal the Gold of | 
the Indies. 1. | 

But ſuppoſing this was not the Caſe; are 
there none beſides the Clergy, who have aſſert 
ed, proved, and gloried 1 in the Divine Authori- 


| ty of the Bible? Yes: To the Confufion of Im: 


morality, Vice, and Infidelity, many are the 
Champions of the Cauſe of Gop and” Truth, 
who have had no worldly Intereſt to advanee 
thereby. What if a Bolingbroke” and à Hume 
were Infidels: ? Shall their Sophiſtry and falſe 
Wit, overturn the eternal Truths of the Law 
and Goſpel? And what if the Bible is reviled 
by ſome amongſt us, and neglected by others: { 
Is it therefore falſe, and not worthy of our ſe- 
rious Regard and higheſt Eſtimation? It con- 
demns their looſe, licentious Principles; it con- 

demns their diſſolute, immoral Conduct; and 
therefore, at all Adventures, it muſt; if poſſible, 
be driven out of the World. They love Dark- 
neſs rather than Light”: Why? © Becauſe their 
Deeds are evil”, D 2 aa 
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has notwithſtanding all the Wit and opta 
try ſo plentifilty made uſe of upon this Occa- | 
ſion; it will be found true at laſt, when Wit 


will not ſtand for Reaſon, nor Sophiſtry for 


Argument, „That he that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved; he that believeth not 
ſhall be damn "I 
We faid cis = were many others beſides tho 
Clergy, who had aflerted, proved, and gloried in 
the Bible as the Ward of Gop. Take me fol- 
lowing Inſtances: 2. 975 
Mr. . Lock obſerves, © That Morality be. 
te eomes 2 Gentleman, not barely as a Man, but 
« jn order to his, Buſineſs as a Gentleman; and 
the Morality of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſays he, 
* doth ſo excel that of other Books, that to 
te give a Man a full Knowledge of true Mora-. 
© lity, he need read no other Book but the New 
«© Teſtament ”, | 
In another Place He has theſe RT 
ee Wards: The Credit and Authority our Sa- 
* viour and his Apoſtles had over the Minds 
e of Men, by the Miracles they did, tempted 
them not to mix any Conceits, any wrong 
Rules 


TY?” >; 
„Aken ap Thing tending us har c By 


6 Intereſt, or that of a Party, in their Morality; 
*No Tang of Prepoſſeſſion or Fancy; no Foot- 
« ſteps of Pride or Vanity; no Touch of Of 
« tentatioti or Ambition appeats to have” a 
« Hand in it. It is all pure, alf ſmerte; No- 
E thing too much, Nothing wanting; but ſach 
«a coniplete Rule of Life as the wiſeft Men 
e muſt acknowledge, tends entirely to the Goof 
of Mankind; and that all would be kappy, 
ce if all would practice i . 

it is Git) of the great Gir" Isar ; Newton: 
© That though he entered farther into the 
* Depths of Philoſophy, than ever Mortal did 
*« before him, yet he accounted the Scriptures 
v of Gop to be the moſt ſublime Philoſophy”. 

That great Scholar, Salniafus, after all his 
Study and Labor, went out of the World with 
this ſorrowful Reflection: Ohl I have loft a 
* World of Time: Of Time the moſt precious 
* Thing in the World; whereof had I bur one 
« Year longer, it ſhould all be ſpent iti David's s 
*« Pſalms, and Paul's Epiſtles”. 


Shall we produce any more Teſtimonies to 
the ſame Purpoſe? The 
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The Honorable Robert Boyle, ns Truly chat. a 
Ban Phäleſopher, ſtiles the Bible, That | Match-, 
*< lefs;Book”:. And ſays, 10 needs but to be 


_ « ſufficiently underſtood, to be highly venerat- 
<« ed; and that it is impoſlible we can ſtudy it 


42809. 


« too. much, or eſteem it too highly. a 
Take the Opinion of Mr. Selden likewiſe, 
He, was one of the greateſt Scholars of the Age 
in which he lived, and had made one of the 
moſt valuable Collections of Books and Manu- 


ſeripts in Europe; and yet he profeſſed to Arch- 


biſhop»Uſher, a little before he died, ce That 
* * notwithſtanding he had poſleſſed himſelf of 
<« ſuch a vaſt Treaſure of Books and Manu-. 
8 ſeripts, yet he could reſt his Soul on none 
<* but the Scriptures” 

Shall we then be aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt? Shall we be afraid openly to acknow- 
ledge our Belief in, and Dependance upon, 
that gracious and glorious Scheme of Redemp- 
tion and Salvation, which it exhibits? What 
though the, Redeemer, in whom we make our 
Boaſt, was the Son of a poor Virgin? What 


though a Stable was his Houſe and a Manger 


his 


* 


bis Cradle? "Whit "though he earned his Bread 
by the Sweat of his Brow, and had not where 


to lay his Head? What thougtr he was diſpiſed 


and rejected of Men, àa Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Gnief? What though” he Was 


f perſecuted; betrayed, condemned; and forſaken 


of all his Friends; and even of his Go and 
Farizk too? What though he was ſcourged, 
büffted, crowned with Thorns, and crueified 


as A Slave and' a Malefactor? Vet notwithſtand- 


ine all theſe i ignominious Cireumſtances, ſo in- 
vincible is the Evidence for the Divine Autho- 
rity of his Doctrine and Miſſion, That we 
are not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


Vea, we glory in it, and count all Things 


but Loſs and Dung that we may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, not having our own 
Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that 
which is through the Faith of E iy 


Righteouſneſs which i 1s of Gop by Faith”. 120 


He was born of a poor Virgin. it is true: But 


| then the Gop of Heaven was his F ather 


and his Friend. A Stable was his Dwelling 
where Oxen fed on Hay: But to this he con- 


deſcended, 


ü 
deſcended „ ³³ Manſions for 1 
in the Regions of Bliſ and Immortality. 113 


had none of the Sens of Grandęur to welcomg 


his Approach into che World: But an Archan- 
gel foretold an Hoſt of Angels celebrated; and 
2 8tar vas commiſſioned to point out the Place 
of his Birth! He was deſtitute of Habitation, 


Riehes. and Henors: Even the pious Women, his 
Followers, adminiſtred to his, daily Neceſſities: 


Notwithſtanding this, Me had an Houſe 2 | 


made with / Hands, eternal in the Heavens. A 


Hungry, bealed the Sick, caſt out Deyils. 2nd 
raiſed the Dead. No Pomp of Attendance Was 


sight: TheSun withdrew his Shining; the Racks 


rent; the Dead aroſe; and Angels left = | 


golden Harps unſtrung, entered the Grave, anc 
attended him among the Dead. In ſhort: Though 


he was lower than the loweſt of the Sons of 


Men; yet was he, The Mighty Gop, The E- 


verlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace; The 


Creator, The Preſerver, and The Redeemer of, 


the World”, Well 


Nature was at his Command. He fed 90 x 


chere to commit his precious Body to the ſilent - 
Grave: But then all Nature was moved at the 


| 


48) 


wel might: the Apoſtle ſay, Is am not a. 
ned of the Goſpel of Chriſt”. Why was he 
not aſhamed? © Becauſe”, ſays he, © it is the 
Power of Gop unto Salvation to every one that 
believeth”, A Divine Energy had been exerted 
in Conſequence of the Goſpel- Diſpenſation, | 
and the Apoſtle. had experienced its transform+ 
ing Influence. Hence he glories in the G0. 
pel as the Means of his Salvation. 
Whether what has been ſaid will have any 
Effect in making you prize, and more highly e- 
ſteem the Book of Gon, I Know not. This 
however we know, You will be happy in Pro- 
portion as you love, honor, read, ſtudy and o- 
bey it. In Theory, I believe, the Generality of 
us entertain a very high Opinion of the Bible: 
But is That all that's required: Has it a Prac- 
ticai Influence alſo upon us? Do you make. it 
the Study of your Life, to know, and do the Will 
of God as therein contained? Is the Goſpel be- 
come the Power of Gop unto your Converſion 
and Salvation? Notwithſtanding all your Pro- 
feſſions of Faith in Chriſt, are you not liv- 


ing in the allowed Tranſgreſſion of his ſacred 
E n | 


HERO OR ern AER ee @ R Aa N 


2 — yU— 
* 1 


1 
* 
1 
2: 
WS 4 
„ 
. 7 ' 
. Wh 
16-40 
17 
i 
o + *. 
[54 
: 146 
3. 
1 1 
Ss 
TY: 


„ — 
— of Av *®. i 


_— 
— — 
— * 


—ͤ bp — 
= — p —_ 
* * 2 a — — - * 1 * 
— — 3 — on 


* 7 wo 
— — * 8 * , — 2 
— - % +» N — 
— — _ * 5 y ye” — 1 
wor. — * — — * „ —— 
. _ - £ . —— ts 
4 — 2 7 3 — 
a> "= 3 — » % * . 7 
. 2 | i Pl 77 
pe 22 1 PF - — 
* — 
8 


ik 
96 
N 
3 . 
Bs 
il 

1 

! 


— 
N * 
Þ — 
© 
_; * 
——— =... 
— — 
2 
. - 4 
5 9 Cy 
1 * _" 


— 


—— ww ä 
n - $6 * 


8 — 
— — 
2 
— —— 
- _ — — 
mo . 
£2 
_ — — — 
> LEY 0 — „ — 
— 
r 
> IFC 
" — * , 
- — 
2 — y _ j 


„ 
Laws! ? Does not That Goſpel, of 1 you bay 


you are not aſhamed, condemn'you? Alas, Alas! 


* Why call ye Chriſt, Lord, Lord, and do not 


the Things which he ſays” ? Be aſſured, it is 


not every one that makes great Profeſſions of 
Religion ; that talks of inward Joys and Sins 
forgiven, that ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven ; but they, and they alone, who Stea- 
dily, Regularly, and Uniformly, DO the Will 


of Gop, as contained in the Holy Scriptures. 


Well, Chriſtians; you have ſeen what' are 
the Sentiments and Opinions of thoſe Perfons, 


in different Ages of the Church, who have been 
moſt worthy of Credit and mo OY | 
the Inſpired Volume. e 
GOD HIMSELF commands J e to read 
and meditate * his Law, by Day and ol 
Night. 
JESUS CHRIST has left upon Record, the 


we muſt, if we value eternal Life, ſearch, exa- 


mine, and ſcrutinize the Scriptures, 
MOSES, - DAVID, PETER and PAUL, 


have all agreed that the Bible is the Food of 


the Soul, the Bread of Life; and that who- 
ſoever 


tas) 


ſoever- reads, - hears; ſtudies and obey 8 That 
Word, ſhall live forever.. . 
. OUR: PIOUS, REF ORMERS, "who ſealed 
the Truth with their Blood: All the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England: Nay, all the Cler- 
eyin all Ages and Nations, of every Sect and De- 
WW nomination; though they differ ever ſo widely i in 
other Matters, yet agree in this, That the Bible 
is to be received as the Word of. Gop; the Book 
by which we are to be judged at the laſt Day. 
PRIVATE PERSO NS, of the ſtricteſt In- 
tegrity, the greateſt Abilities, and the freeſt from 
Enthuſiaſm and Prieſt-Craft, have examined 
the Matter with the utmoſt Impartiality and 
Care; andthey ſtill agree, The Bible 1s attended 
W with the moſt invincible Evidence, of which the 
W Subject is capable, that it is, The Word of Gop. 
- beſeech you then, Sirs, be not aſhamed of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt,” Mind not the Cavils of 
2 few pretended Rationaliſts. - Look at their 
Lives and Conduct, and you will ſee the Rea. 
ton why they endeavor to miſrepreſent and 
cry down the Bible. It is their Intereſt; for if 
it is true, they are well aware, they cannot e- 
: 14. ſcape 


630 


ſcape the Bau of Hell. Regan them not 
therefore; but laying afide all unneeeffary Cares 
and Concerns, betake yourſelves to read, ſtudy and 
meditate upon, the Word of God. Its Promiſes 
are large and full; its Threats infinitely awful; 
andh its Pretepts divinely pure. Study to con- 
form your whole Life to its Directions. Jeſus 
+ Ghrift you will find to be che Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of it; the Alpla and Omega; the Begin- 
ning and the El. "His! Obedience and Suffers 
ings are therein repreſented as the alone meri. 
torious Cauſe of a Sinner's Salvation. His 
Death the Ranſonr of the World. Faith is 
repreſented as an Hand, or Inſtrument, with 
whith to lay hold on, or receive, the Merits of 
the Redeemer: And Duty, Love, and Gratis» 
trade, as uniting their joint Influence, to pro- 
duce fature Obedience, The Holy Spirit is re- 
preſented as the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood; 
and, at thè ſame Time, as the ſole Author of 
Converſion, Regeneration, Ha roy 

and Holineſs. 
O that we could prevail with you, my * 
thren, to ſet about my the Bible with a bes 
coming 


* 
coming Seriotiſneſs and Attention: B woald 
flee before you, and we ſhould fee Satan full 
from Heaven as Lightning”: It is. the Devil's 
 Artifice to keep the Bible from the Common 
People. He knows, he well knows, hat tis 
Kingdom cannot ſtand,” if Mankind in general 
could be prevailed upen te ſtady and regard 
the Sacred Writings. O therefore get Bibles; | 
Young and Old, get Bibles. Read them with 
humble, earneſt Prayer to Gop for the en- 
lightening Influences of his: Holy Spirit to en- 
able you to underſtand them. Read to prac- 
tice; read to bey. Read to mend the Heart; 
not merely to fill the Head. There; there you 
- will find eternal Torments; endleſs Horror and 
amazing Woe, laid up for the Drunkard, the 
Whoremonger, the Swearer, the Extortioner, 
the Unjuſt, the Covetous, the Proud, the Un- 
converted. There you will diſcover, that the 
True Chriſtian is a very different Character 
from what the World generally calls, A Good 
Sort of Man“. According to the Bible, The 
True Chriſtian is poor in Spirit; meek and 
lowly in Heart: He mourns under a Senſe of 


hig 


. 


(89 


his ane ede nst he hungers and tbirſts ak 
- Righteouſneſs ;, he is merciful; he is peaceable; 
He is pure in Heart: He ſeeks in the firſt Place, 
and above all other Things, the Kingdom of 
Boy and the Righteonſneſs thereof ; and hav- 

ing his Treaſure in Heaven, his Heart, his Af. 
kections, his Deſires, are there alſo. He is di- 
ligent i in Buſineſs; yet anxiouſſy careful for 
Nothing. He has been converted from. the 


Error of his Ways: He has experienced ( 
Death unto Sin, and a New Birth:unto Righ- Wo + 
teouſn He believes in Chriſt; reſts his ir 
Soul poli Him, and upon Him alone, for Sal- NM 
vation and Acceptance with Gop; and he is H. 
holy in all Manner of Converſation. | w 
The True Cliriſtian is no Drunkard; no p. 
Swearer; no Sabbath - Breaker; no Whoremon- g 
ger; no Extortioner; no Liar and Slanderer; no | lo 
Backbiter; no Evil $ peaker : Theſe, with many Wn 

other ſach like, the Bible abſolutely declares to | 
be inconſiſtent with the Character of a Chrifti- T © 
an, and with a St ate of Favor and | Acceptance Re 
with Gop. 4 I Cat 
no 


But. are we all ſuch Chriſtians ? Ate not! e 
veral 


(39) 


veral-of you Gentlemen of dhe Club, i in parti 
cular, guilty of many wicked Practices: Are not 
Drunkennefs, Swearing, Whoredom, and ſuch. 


like Crimes, the very Things 1 in which yo. 
glory? Vet, does not Jour "1 8th. Article ſay, 


W That no ſcandalous. Perſon ſhall be admitted, bs 
Wor continued in your Society? Now is not a 
common Drunkard, a prophane Swearer, and 
ſuch like, a ſcandalous Perſon? And if you have 
ſuch Perſons among you, does jit not become 
the Clerk, Warden, and Stewards, to enquire- 
into the Matter, and to exclude ſuch ſcandalous 
Members? Want of Diſcipline is the Ruin of 
all Societies. I beſeech you therefore, if you 
W with to fee your Society flouriſh and proſper, 
put your Laws in Execution. Encourage the ' | 
good, reprove the bad, and exclude the ſcanda- 
lous Members: $0 ſhall you grow and increaſe, 
Wand the Bleſſing of Gop will be upon you. 
But, O Sirs! I would gladly recommend the 
WT Goſpel of Chriſt to your ſerious Notice and 
W Regard. You are careful, you are laudably | 
careful, to make Proviſion for your Bodies: Be 


not leſs careful concerning your immortal Part. 
A 


Ter 


are laying up againſt Sickneſs and 
inſt Judgment 


A Steck you ce 
Death: O lay up a Stock alſo 
and Eteny: hen, then 2 5 Expedi- 
ents will fail; and 3 Leng alone, who 
58 Chriſtians indeed, ſhall ys 1 with 
Lay not up then for yourſelves Trea- 
Frag pon Earth, where Moth and Ruſt doth 
corrupt, | and where Thieves break through and 
Real: ' But lay up for yourſelves — in 
Heaven, where neither Moth nor Ruſt doth 
| e 5 and where Thieves do not break 
h nor ſteal. Dare to be ſingularly virtu- 
un counter to a vain, infatuated World: 
— will make Amends for all your 
Trials here below. *© Jeſus, will preſent you 
faultleſs before the Throne of Gor, and we 
- ſhall ſerve him Day and Night in his Tem * 
and he that ſitteth on the Throne ſhall dwell a- 
mong us. We ſhall hunger no more, Neither: 
. thirſt any more”; neither ſhall the Wicked any 
more annoy us. For the Lamb which is 
in the Midſt of the Throne, ſhall feed us, and 
lead us unto living Fountains of Waters; and 
Gop ſhall wipe away all Tears from our Eyes. 
Fight then the Fight of F ah; "ay hold” 


on * Life“. 


; «Now unto. the k 1 Immortal, 
Inviſible, the Only we Gov, be Glory in the 
Church by Chriſt "Jeſs throughout a Ages, 
Wore" without End, Au. n 


The 1 and Dury of a MivrsrzR of the Gosbtr i 


A 
, SER MON 
Firſt 3 and now publiſhed, 


With Deſign 


To obviite ſome Qtjetions 


Made to the AU TH ON + - 


For uſing too much Diligence 


In the WORK of the 


7 N. T S N 


« I neither envy nor diſpiſe any that are of. the ſame Func-. 
tion with me. Nay, I know many among the Clergy to 
whom I think myſelf unworthy to do the meaneſt Service. 
But I know many likewiſe, whoſe Converſation is not at 
all conformable to the Pattern Chriſt hath ſet us. And for 
thoſe I heartily pray that Gon would ſhew them the 
Things that t belong to their eternal Peace, Neither is my 
Heart in the leaſt incenſed againſt them that moſt unjuſtly 
ſlander and'reproach me. But I compaſſionate them, ſince 
we mult all one Day appear before the ſame Judge. For 
my Part I cannot eall Black White; nor take him for « 
Follower of Chriſt, and à Pattern of his Flock, in whom 
I find Nothing of the Mind that was in Chriſt, | 
Prorts30R FRANK, 
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2 * befare Sermon. 


YRANT, O Lord, that all theft who de- 
 Ticate themſelves to the Service of thy 
Ly Altar, may be inwardly moved by thy Holy 
« Spirit to take upon them that ſaered Miniſ- 
* tration; that their Conſciences may teſtify to 
ec them, that having engaged! in this holy Call- 
«ing, theit chief Deſign is to ſerve and pro- 
e mote thy Glory, and edify thy People. Grant | 
* that we may neither be led by Ambition nor 
«© Covetouſnels ; that neither the Honors, nor 
« the Revenues that are annexed to our Profef- 
* ſton, may have any Competition in our 
« Minds with a mighty Zeal for thy Glory, and 
«a Deſire to promote the Salvation of Souls. 
To this End, O Lord, grant that we may 
make thy holy Writ the chief Subject of all 
our Studies; that we may from thence in- 
ſtruct thy People committed to our Charge, 
« and ſilence Gainſayers; that we may faithful. 
« ly and diligently adminiſter thy holy Sacra- 
ments; that we may labor in Seaſon and out 
« of Seaſon, by private and publick Admoniti- 
© ORs 


ms 


e ons and Rithortations; that we may maintain 
Peace and Love, among all Chriſtians, .. and 
ce frame ourſelves. and all our Diſcourſes pecatde 

« ing to the Precepta and Doctrines of thy ho- 
« ly Goſpel... Finally. O \Gop, we beſeech Thee 
* ſend down upon our Biſhops, and Clergy, and 
all Congregations of Chriſtian People, the 
s healthful-Spirit of thy Grace; and that they 
way truly pleaſe Thee, pour upon them the 
« continual Dew of thy Blefling. Grant this, O 
Lord, for the Honor of qur Advocate and 
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 eobich ſhall neuer bold "their.' Peace Dey nor 
- Night: Te that make Mention of the Lord, hrep 
hot Silence, and give him n Nef, till be' offa- 


Md, and till. be male Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the 


Bath 4 © 4 einn homo 

EAUTIFUL indeed is the Addreſs of the 
Evangelical Prophet in theſe Words; 
Firſt, to the Church; and then, to the Mi- 
niſters of the Church. To the Church he is 
communicating glad Tidings; I have: ſet 
Watchmen upon thy Walls, O Jeruſalem, 
which ſhall never hold their Peace Day nor 
Night”: To the Miniſters of the Church; Ve 
that make Mention of the Lord, keep not Si- 
lence, and give him no Reſt, till he eſtabliſh, 
and till. he make Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the 
85 Earth“. 


hap? (6). }- 
Earth”. As if he had faid; . O my people and | 
Nation, of whieh Jeruſalem is m/ pleaſant N 
Dwelling-Place, 1 have raiſed up, and ſet over 
you, Paſtors and Magiſtrates clothed with Righ- 
- teouſneſs; Men, WhO will aboye all Things be 
careful to promote the I ntereſt and Happineſs 
of my People; Mien, who will newer hold their 
Peace; but by Day will be inſtructing, exhort- 
ing, and warning; by Night interceding, and 
offering up Prayers and Supplications for the 
World in general; for the People committed to 
their Care in particular. Ves, O ye Priefts, that 
make Mention of the Lord; ye Ambaſſadors of 
| Gop;' ye Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts, keep! 
not Silence; cry aloud and ſpare not; givs the 
Almighty no Reſt, Eaſe,” or Peace, by yout 
Prayers and Entreaties, till he eſtabliſh; and till 
he make Jeruſalem, his Church, a Name, anda 
Praiſe, and a _ throughout —_ "wa 
Earth”, - 
have choſen theſe Words fora Text, decays 
it is our Deſign to ſpeak chiefly upon the: Qb- 
fice and Duty of a Clergyman; not: aiming 
_ to depreciate any of our-Brethren in Of- 
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415 47 * 
fice (for whom Thave en Efteem) 
but ſimply to lay before you the indiſpenſable 
Obligations we are under to a diligent Diſcharge | 
of our Duty inthe arduous Work of the Miniſ- 
try. This is the more neceſſary, berauſe through 
our own Negligence, Indolence; or bad Exam- 
| ples, the Prieſt's Office is funk into general Con- | 
tempt. Miniſters themſelves are looked"upon 
as Conde crafty, deſigning Men; as Men 
who ſay ard do not; and who lay Burdens up- 
oh other Men's 3 Shoulders, which they them- 
lelves will not touch with one of their Fingers. 
Let thoſe who are guilty bear the Blame: But 
Kt not à whole Body of Men be condemned for 
the Sins and Failings of the Unworthy. Some 
there are whoſe Lives and whoſe Labors teſtify 
they are in earneſt. Some there are ho dare 
to ſtand forth in the Cauſe of Gop and Truth, 


and ſtem the Torrent of gin, Depravity, and 
Corruption. May the Number be abundantly 


| Increaſed.” May Watchmen be ſet upen the 
Walls of our Jeruſalem, which will never hold 
their Peace Day nor Night, till Goy eſtabliſh, 


and till he make the Church of Chriſt to fAouriſh 
and 


;  T07- 
and. bloflum in all the Fruits of auen | 
5 ere Jer eee Endet the 
: Earth. NU Q 077 C 18637-8110: 1 ie N 
88008 CHRIST is the Great Apthor of the 
. Goſpel/Miniſtry. His Doctrine, and, his. Ex: 
ample; art allowed on all Hands ig, pe the bil 
Pattern for Chriſtians to folfq wp T. he, only 
Sermon. of any conſiderable. Length: he has left 
behind him, we haye recorded in the. Ith, 6th, 
and th. Chapters of St. ; Matthew's. Goſpel, 
His Doctrine is comforting, cheering, animat - 
ing. He inſtructs, he cautions, he warns.. To 


194. 


the True Chriſtian he opens the Gate of Hea . 
ven. Tha ſelf· deceived Hypoerite, the openly 
Profane, and the lukewarm Formaliſt, he dooms 
to eternal Diſpair. | Let us examine this ini- 
mitable Diſcourſe a little more minutely.. 45 
Multitudes of People are following the Re⸗ 
deemer from Place to Place. He aſcends A 
Mountain, fits down; the People draw near: 
Silence being made, he opens his Mouth, and 
inſtructs the attentive Audience: * Bleſſed arg 
the Poor in Spirit; for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. . Bleſſed are they that Mourn; for they 
ſhall 
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I called. the Children of Gon. Bleſſed are they 
vhich are perſecuted for Righteoufneſb Sake * 
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dhey ſhall inherit the Earth. Bleſſed: are they | 
who do hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs 3 
for they ſhall be filled. Bleſſed are the Merei-⸗ 
ful; for they ſhall obtain Mercy. Bleſſed are 
the Pure in Heart; for they ſhall ſee Go. | 
Bleſſed are the Peace · Makers; for they ſhall be 


for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Bleſſed g 
are ye when; Men ſhall. reyile you, and perſecute 
you, and ſhall ſay all Manner of Evil againſt 
you falſely: for my Sake, Rejoice, and be exceed - 
ing glad; for great is your Reward in Heaven: 


| | | For ſo parkecatas they the wan which were 


before you 

The Divine Teacher goes on, an} levels has. 
Diſcourſe againſt a great Variety of Sins, which 
he knew the People to be guilty of. He warns: 
them againſt the Doctrines of the Seribes and Pha- 
riſees; againſt Murder, Anger, and paſſionate 
Reſentment. Adultery, Fornication, Unclean- 
neſs, and profane Swearing, he expoſes as Sins, 
which will ruin and deſtroy the Soul. Render - 
G ing 
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Would moſt heattify recomment it to your fu. 


on however we may obſerve is very awful and 


be which p go in thereat; becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, 
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ed in thy Name? And in thy Name have caſt 


wonderful Works? And then will I profeſi 
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| ing Et for Eil; ;litigious Law-Suits, and 


warm Contentions, Ke aſſures us, are inconfiſ. 


tent With the Character of True Chriſtians. 


We cannot go through the whole Sermon, it 
will take up too much of our Time; but 


ture and Kfious' Conſideration. © The Concluſt- 


alarming: * 4 Enter ye in at the ſtrait Gate: 


For Wide is the Gate, and broad is the Way 


tliat leadeth to Deſtrüction, and many there 


and narrow is the Way, which n unto 


Life, and few there be that find it. 


Not every one that ſaith unto "OR Lord! 


Lord! ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 
but he that DOTH the Will of my Father, 


which is in Heaven. Many will ſay unto me 
in that Day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſi- 


out Devils? And in thy Name hade done many: 


unto them, I never knew you: —_— . 
me, ye that work Iniquity” For nd + 


Now, 


4 


| Now, fg un. beg. heath that | 
him unto 1015 8 Man, which. built bis Houſe 
upon a Rock: And tlie Rain deſcended, and the 
Floods came, and the Winds blew, and beat 
upon that Houſe; and it fell not, for it was 
founded upon a Rock. And every one that 

= hearcth theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them 
not, ſhall | be likened unto, a, fooliſh: Man, 
which built his Houſe upon the Sand: And the 
Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and the 
Winds blew, and beat upon that Ho uſe; and 
it fell, and great was the Fall of it. That is: 
He whoſe Life, Conduct, and Character, is fuck 
as I have now laid before you, ſhall moſt 
aſſuredly be ſaved: He whoſe Life, Conduct, 
and Character, is not ſuch as I have now laid 
before you, ſhall moſt. aſluredly be Jamned.. | 
Buch is the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt. But 
was his own Example agreeable to his Preach- 
ing? Was his Life unblamable, as his Pre- 
cepts were pure? Ves: He was holy, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. He 

was poor in Spirit; meek and lowly in Heart; a 
G 2 Man 
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POET and ac icialnited/ with Geh 
He was merciful; he was a Peace · Maker zh 

ö was Pure in Heart. He was kind, gentle, 
friendly, compaſſionate. He was a ſevere Rebuk- 
er of Sin in others; yet upon proper Occaſious 
he was affable, free, cheerful and eaſy. Whole 
Days he ſpent in Faſting; whole Nights in 

Prayer. To do the Will of Gop was his Meat 
and his Drink. Vea, ſo zealous was he in 
preaching. and deing Good, that even his 
Friends thought him mad and out of his right 
Mind. Vet, notwithſtanding all theſe amiable, 
theſe heavenly Qual ities, he was perſecuted, 
he was reviled, His Character was traduced; 
his Doctrine perverted, -miſrepreſented. He 
was buffited, ſcourged, condemned, crucified. 11 50 
Such is the Doctrine, ſuch the Example, ard 
ſuch the Treatment of the "Saviour of "the 
World! | 
Now I think you muſt allow, O Chriſtians, | 
that the nearer any Miniſter of the Goſpel” 
comes to theſe Doctrines, and this Brie 
Jeſus Chriſt, tae more he ought to be eſteemel 
and regarded. But alas! Experience has in ll 
Ages 
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Ages ſhewed-us.quite the*contrary: The: Life 


ns 


and Doctrine of ſuch a Man are a continual 
Reproof to the Sons und Daughters of Mirth, 
Oaity and Pleaſure. The miore hofy any Man 
is, che more he is devoted! toi the Service of 
599 the more Ill his Conduct and Principles 
dondemn the Cuſtoms and Maxims of the 
World. The more luis Conduct and Principles 
ondemn the "Cuſtoms and Maxims of the 
orld,” the more will he be diſpiſed bye the 
Men of the World: This Truth, this melan- 
holy Triith/ has been confirmed to us, not on- 
y by the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt; but like 
"vic by thoſe of the Prophets, Martyrs; and A- 
oſtles; and by the Hiſtory of almoſt every 
zealous Chriſtian, who has eminently- diſtin- 
ruiſhed himſelf by a warm and active Love for 
he Cauſe of the Goſpel. © 
May, Socrates himſelf, who was an Heathen 
1 Philoſopher, teaches us the ſame Doctrine. His 
| ords are to this Purpoſe. That Man muſt 
* undoubtedly be the moſt virtuous, upon hom 
his Virtue, by its Perfection, draws the Envy 
1 has all Men; inſomuch that he hath 2 | 


os to EP JE. BP 2 
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| 6840 
e his Side, but his Conſcience; and ' ſees himſelf 
«expoſed to all Maimer of Injuries, ſo as even 
to be nailed to the Croſs, without his Virtue 
being able to afford him the poot Aſſiſtance of 
e exempting him from ſuch a! Puniſhment?” 
Theſe are ſtrange Words in the Mouth of -a 
| Heathen! Would not one think that Gop Al Wl 
mighty had put this wonderful Idea of Religi- 
on into the Mind of this virtuous Philoſophæ 
in order to have it made manifeſt in the Perfon 
of his Son? Does not this View of Religion 
and the cruel Treatment the beſt of Men in ali 
Ages have met with, prove to a Demonſtrati· 
on, that the Righteous have another Glory, 2 
nother Reſt, another Happineſs, ſuperio r, tal 
ſuperior, to all the Delights of this vain . #* 
of Things? | 
Marvel not therefore, my Brethren, nor be i 
diſcouraged, if the World hate you: Ye kn 
that it hated Chriſt before it hated you. If xi 
were of the World, and lived according to it 
Maxims and Cuſtoms, the World would low 
and careſs you; but becauſe ye are not of tor 
World, but your Lives, Conduct, and Princ. Mu; 


ple 


ö $3 ) 
ples, are contrary to, and condemn the Work, | 


therefore the World  hateth! you: : 
The Office and Duty of aMiniſter "IO Goſpel 
is likewiſe admitably ſet forth in the Perſon and 
Doctrine of the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. 
His three Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus are 
irections bow: they muſt preach, and how 
1. ; 7 muſt labor, if they would approve them- 
Wfetves unto the great Shepherd and Biſhop. of 
Souls. Let us * chen what Advice he gives 
Eu. nt nt 
= To Timothy, who was a ; young Minh, W 
rites thus: 
A Biſhop, or Overſeer of Souls, wiſe be 
Wblameleſs, vigilent, ſober, of good Behavior, 
Piven to Hoſpitality, apt to teach; not given 
Wo Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lucre, 
Put patient; not a Brawler, not. covetous ; 
Wrave, not double tongued; holding the M yſte- 
of the Faith in à pure Conſcience. 
This is what a Clergyman ought to be in 
e Opinion of St. Paul. And after having in- 
ormed Timothy what a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
dught to be, he exhorts him 4 in the warmeſt 
Terms 


| 7% Example of the Believers in Word, in Conver⸗ 


5 (6) | 
Terms to dim at that Charafter; «Be adit 


| lation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Hu- 
rity. Give Attendance to Reading,” to:Exhor; | 
tation, to Doctrine. Meditate upon theſe 
Things; give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy 
Proſiting may appear to all. Tak e heed unto 
Thyſelf, and unto thy Doctrine; continue in 
them; for in doing this, thou ſnalt both ſays 
chyſelf, and them that beat these 98 
The Apoſtle goes on till farther i in a mes 
fublime and ſtriking Manner 
They that will be rich fall 1 into W 
and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful 
Luſts, which drown Men in Peſtruction and 
Perdition. For the Love of Money i is the Rout 
of all Evil: Which, while ſome coveted after, 
| they have erred from the Faith, and piereed 
themſelves through witk many Sorrows. But 
thou, O Man of God, flee theſe Things; and 
follow after Righteouſneſs, Godlinefs, Faith, 
Love, Patience, Meekneſs. Fight” the | good 
Fight of Faith, lay hold on eternal Life. I give 
thee Chirge, O Timothy, in the Sight" of * 


{ 4 


and of Jeſus Chriſt, that thou keep this Comte 
mandment, without Spot, unrebukable, until 
the Appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Vea, 
ſays he, 1 charge thee, once more, before Gop 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 
Quick an:the. Dead at his Appearing and his 
Kingdom: Preach the; Word; be inſtant in 
Seaſan, out of Seaſon; reprove, rebuke, erhort ! 
with all Long-9uffering, md Doctrine 9 
Buch is the Advice; ſuch are the ſolemn 
Charges given to Timathy, and to r Mini 
ter of the Goſpel. -: 410 „ 

But was the Apoſtle! 8 own Bense 
ble to this? Did he lay himſelf out in preach · 
ing the Goſpel as he recommends, and exhorts 
others to do? Or was he in the Number of 
thoſe full-fed Shepherds | 44 

«Who, When they liſt, PREY PR UH 
rate on their ſerannel Pipes of, wretched Straw®? . 
No, my Brethren, you well know that he is 
bored more abundantly than perhaps, any o- 
ther Man ever did. Take his own. Words, 

In Labors more abundant in Stripes a- 
bove Meaſure; in Priſons more frequent i in 

H Deaths 
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Deaths oft. Five Times of the Jews 1 


Rods; once was 1 ſtoned ; thrice 1 ſuffered 


Heathen; in Perils in'the City; in Perils'in the 
Wilderneſs; * in Perils in the Sea; in Perils a. 


14 


Thirſt; in Faſtings often; in Cold and Naked- 


all the Churches. 


bors, of the great Apoſtle, St. Paul. 


Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


«ſign. of Life, ought to be a Man ſeparated 


rn 


40 Stripes ſave one. Thrice was I beaten With 


Ship-Wreek; a Night and a Day 1 have been 
in the Deep. In Journeyings often, in Perils 
of Waters, i in Perils of Robbers, in Perils by 
mine own Country-Men; in Perils by the 


mong. falſe Brethren : In Wearineſs and Pain. 
fulneſs;' in Watchings often; in Hunger and 


neſs. Beſides thoſe Things that are without; 
that which cometh upon me daily, the Care of 


Such were the Labors, the unparllded La 


Take alſo the Opinion of an eminent hd ap- 
proved Biſhop of our own. Church, who has 


wrote expreſsly upon the Duty os 9 of 1 


« A Clergyman, by his Character ay De- 


a from the Cares and Concerns of this World 
cc « 4nd 


e 
ahl dedicated to the Study and Meditation 
« of. divine Matters. His Converſation ought 


« Preaching to his People. He engt to of- 
*fericup the Prayers of. the People in their 
ce Name, and as. their Mouth to | Gaps. He 
Fame praying and interceding for 
« them in Secret. as well as officiating among 
them in Publigk. He ought to be deſtribu- 
te ting among them the Bread of Life, the 
« Word of Gop; and diſpenſing among them 
* the ſacred, Rites, which are the. Badges, the 
« Union, and the Supports of Chriſtians. He 
ought to admoniſh, to reprove, and tgigom- 
« fort them, not only by his general Doctrine 
cc in his,Sermons, but from Houſe to Houſe; 
that o he may do theſe Things more home 
« and effectually, than can be done from the 
« * Pulpit. He i is to watch over their Souls, to 
ae keep them from Error, and to alarm them 
« out of their Sins by giving them Warning of 
ec the Judgments, of Gop;z to viſit the Sick, 
and to prepare them for the Judgment and. 
4 « Life to. Oe... crate ceived 

| W 7 1 . 


tc to be a Pattern for others; a conſtant A 


. ought'to behave himfkbfiſh- 


* $1 Y 
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ell, That his own Coaverſation:may mot on 
y de wh Out Offence; but it dug tobe 
unn. =_ de worn * have Rea- 
Gbeliere all thoſe Thisgs yorry he e 
eto them; that he thinks himſelf bound to 
i follow all' thoſe Rules that he fety them; 
«and that they may fee fuch · ferious Spirit of 
*:Devetion in Hm; that from thence they tray 
e ingteed to'befieve; that his Aue Beate 
*Kinong therm is e chem Good/"aridto 
five their Souls: nee 48411 4548 C0, 4 
He muſt hy himfelk 10 well in is 
er private Studies, that from thence He may be 
« Fapnkſhied 'with fuch a Variety © of Houly 
Thoughts, divine Meditations, and proper 
4nd noble Expreſſions,” a may enable: kim 
to diſcharge every Part of his Dutyin'a 
« Mantier worthy of Gov, He ought not oh- 
eq to abſtain from "groſs Standats\ but 
at the fartheſt Diſtance from them. - Such 
** Diverfians' as his Health may rüquire, ought 
. decent and graue. Tie ought: 
| oF to 


| (62) ' 
„i aach Pamiliarity vinh bad res- 
ple, and the ſquandcring away his- Tin 
aim and idle Diſfeoarſe::! His: Choerfulnaſs | 
<vought to be funk: dutincither'excafiviz;aao | 
« Heentions. | Hts: Friends: avid: bil Gard 
« 6ught to be bis chief Direffian - His rudy. 
« and his Pariſh his chief Employmenwtoq:uT 
__ eee im himfotf a” 
— — Lifs und — 
«Thoughts. He muſt have ftle himſehfg the 
1 — to explain und Fe. 
4commend to others. Ie muſtohiar e 
« rowly the Motions of his own Md nt 
«<-{6 he may have a lively Heat in 'himſdf 
« when he ſpeaks of them. He sughie t 
« preach in ſuch a hvehy and ſenſible Manne 
* as that it - G ſpeaks fram 
„che Herre e be K ach ant 
This is the polity phe & true Miniſter o 
Jeſus Chriſt, as drawn by the pious and {earm-- 
ed Biſhop of Sarum. ah a vu sd, ID 
As we with; O Chriſtians,” to give. you: jnſt 
Ideas, as well concerning the proper 1 1 
O 


| 
une Appointment. Mankind being all by Ns 
1cis,i;giddy;; loſt ine, Buſineſs; Pleaſure and 


* 5 * 
Js 
: - 
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122 — eee 
—— and becoming; you 
will exeufe me] treſpaſs a Few Minutes lon · 
— rn Time and Patience for this 


Gler A ide zii N din g 


* | Prdaching the Goſpel is undoubtedly, of dis 


ture dead and fecurs in Sin: thoughtlels, cart · 


Amuſement; it is the Deſign cf: Preaching to 
awaken them to a Senſe of their Guilt and 
Danger to point out to them 4 Method ab 
Salvation, honorable for Gov; and ſafe for the 
Sinner; and to entreat them by: all the Bowels 
of tender Compaſſion not ta neglect their o 


FS Orr reoumgegsgre s 


Merries. It is deſigned to reclaim. Mankind; to WW ly, 
make them juſt, good, holy, virtuous, happy. W 
© Tini to pen their Eyes, and to turn them G. 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Powes| ſel 
of Satan unto. Gov, that they may receive th: 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an Inheritance among ane 
them: that are &ndtified by Faith that is in, ze: 


chi 


ta). 


chat Jeſus”, „t is to make the'Drunkird, 
ſober; the Whoremonger, chaſte; *theifbve. 
tous, liberal; the Proud and High-Mihded, 
humble, meek und lowly; the Cars 
thoughtful, ſerious; the Idle and Indalent, ac 
tive and diligent; theWrathful and Paſſio mate 
mild and gentle as Lambs: I is to ma ⁰, = 
' Extortioner and Unjuſt, refund their ill-gotten 
Gain; the Tradeſman, honeſt; the Maſter, 
kind; the Servant, faithful; the Huſband, lov- 
ing; the Wife, ſubmiſſive; the Father, tender 
the · Child, obedient; and Gop in all Things to 
be. glorified through Chriſt Jeſus. Or, in the 
fine Language of St. Paul: The Grace of 
God, which bringeth Salvation, hath appeared 
to all Men; teaching us, that denying Ungod- 
lineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſober» - 
hy, rightcouſly, and godiy in this preſen 
World. Becauſe we are aſſured, that the great 
God, even our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, gave him - 
ſelf for us, with this expreſs and direct Deſign, 
that he might redeem us from all Injiquityy 
and , purify unto - himſelf a PI nad 
zealous of good Works”. 9 


This, 


. | . * 5 - I 
This, and this alone, is the evi Eon 
Bas tif Preaching: And That Miniſter eh 
| a6 eſt Preacher, by hat Name ſoever ban 
diflingviſhed-and+called, who is made moſt ef. 
festunt for theſe: invalunble Purpoſes. If Sit. 
bes ufd converted; Souls ſaved, and Gon glut 
vific/=by our Preaching, it is well: If not, we 
looſer bur Labors our Hearers will die in 
thelr Wins; and if we have not made uſe of & 
very Budenter in dur Power to prevent it 
their Blood will be required at: our Hands: 
5? U'Son of Man, I have made thee a Watell 
man untò the:Houſe of Iſrael; therefore has 
e Word at my Mouth, and give them Warn 
tig fbi me. When I ſay unto! the Wicked 
Tho halt farely die; and thougiveſt him mot 
Warning; nor ſpeakeſt to warn the Wiekel 
from His wicked Way to ſave his Life: TA 
fame wicked Mah ſhall die in his Tniquity{ 
but his" Mood" will I require at thine” Hard, 
Yet if thou warn the wicked, ' and he turn nt 
m his Wickednefs, * nor from his wicked 
Wey, he matt die in hig Tniguity; but 


haſt delivered thy Soul bog et 


** That 


| 


4%) 


That Manner of Preaching then; which is 
beſt calculated to anſwer. theſe Ends; (vir) the 
Conviction, Converſion, Sanctification, and 
Salvation of the Hearers, muſt certainly be 
That, which Migifheey: ſhould Fuer. and 
People approve. 2 
Give me- your Attention alt on all we 
conſider the Manner of Preaching which o· 


N by Precept or Example have recommen- 
de 


If we. may form any judgment of. Jeſus 
Chriſt's Manner from. the Opinions of thoſe 
who heard him, and the Diſcourſes, which he 
has left upon Record for the Inſtruction and 
W Salvation of the World, it ſeems to have been 


wonderfully ſtriking and pathetick : Grave, 
ferious, - ſimple, ſublime. He ſpoke as one 


having Authority. The People flocked a- 
round him from all Quarters: “They hung 
upon his Lips”: They were all Attention. 
Nay, even his Enemies being Judges, A He 
pale as never Man ſpake. 
Agreeable to this moſt perfect rer for 


Preachers t0 follow, is the Advice of St, Paul 
1 to 


6 et ein ll Things he 

Patrerii of goo „d Works: In de je e. 
| ing Uheorruptnels, Gravity, binkerlty Sound 
Speech chat cannot condemned; that lle 
chat js of the conti Fart, mer Þ org 


a 5 
Subje nap vou will 8 che td : i 
Length, of. Quotations, as tl the ey. { ſeem. ; to 
have greater Weight and Influence than any 
Thing that could poſiibly be advanced o Pri 


vate Authority; and as I would not; wiſh. you 
to ĩmagine that I am advancing my 0 own SEN» 
timents merely; but the Sentiments- of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; - of all, good Men in general. 
| MAGS! * Church of England in erke 5 


Nate ad His Words are welke 4 401 


* Seomans; be uſeful ley proper; that 3 it make 
te the Hearers apprehend ſome . of. their Sing 


E and Defects, and ſee how to perform. their 
«Duty; that it awaken t chem to it, and direct 


«them in it. It muſt be clear and ſhort; very 
weighty, 


(0) 


weighty; and: free of every Thing chat - * 
like the, Affections of Wit and Rleauenos. 
Here the Preacher muſt he all. Heart 9 
Soul, debgning, the. Qood of the Feople. f 
* muſt employ. all his Eloquence in * 
ſometimes ſuch tender Touches, as may ſoft- 
«en; and deeper Gaſhes, ſuch as may-awaken 
this Hearers. Such an Eloquence as makes 
_ « the Hearers look grave, and as it were out 
of -Countenance, is the propereſt. That 
, * which makes them look lively, and as it 
e were ſmile upon one another, may be pretty; 
* hut it only tickles: :the Imagination, and 
s pleaſes the Ear: Whereas that which goes to 
_ * the Heart, and wounds it, makes the Hear- 
« er rather look down, and turns his Thoughts 
e inward, upon himſelf; For it is certain that 
“A Sermon, the Coneluſion whereof, © makes 
the Auditory look pleaſed, and ſets them all 
ea talking one with another, was either not 
** right ſpoken, or not right heard; it has been 
© fine, and has probably delighted the Con- 
« gregation, rather than edified it. But that 
5 n makes every one 0 away ſi- 
12 | ( lent 


"a 68 97 
14 655 grave, and haſtening to be alone, 
«tg meditate 'or pray over the Matter of it in 
« Secret; has had its true Effect P. 
To the fame purpoſe are the Witds-'of st. 
Yerame to Nepotian: : Wen you teach/in"the 
« Church, do not erideavor'to draw Applauſe, 
« but rather Sighs and-Groans from the. Peo- 
ae ple: Let their Tears praiſe you. The Diſ. 
r courſes of a Clergyman ſhould be full of tiie 
the Holy. Scripture. Be not a Declaimer, 
but a true Teacher of the Myſteries of. Gopꝰ. 
A remarkable Inſtance of this Kind of Elo- 
quence was the famous French Preacher Pert 
Maſſillun. After having heard him; the Pec- 
« ple did not ſtop by tlie Way, to extol or to 
« criticiſe the Sermon: The Hearer 'retiret 
« from him in awful ſolemn Silence; with -pen- 
« five Air, with Eyes caſt down, with Recol- 

election ſtamped on the Countenance, bear- 
e ing away the Sting left by the Chriſtian O- 
** rator in the Heart”. Hence, when P. Maſffillon 
had preached ſome Sundays before Leis the 
14th, King of France, the King addreſſed him 
in theſe remarkable Words My Father, Thave 
© heard” 


469) 
« heard many i great Orators in my Chapel; 
and have been very well ſatisfied with them: 
& Bat: as to You; every Time that I have heard 
« You, I have been; very much diſſatisfied 
« with: Myſelf l One knows not: which to 
admire moſt} the Piety and god gen ſe of the 
King; or the Abilities of the; Preacher: 
ro produce many Inſtances of thoſe eminent 
Perſons, who have in their publiek Miniſtrati- 
ons proceeded with uncommon Succeſs, and 
everlaſting Advantage to the Hearers;” upon 
he Principles above laid de ον]dd take up 
20: much of our Time, and,weary your Atten- 
ion. One however I cannot forbear mention<. 
ing. becauſe it contains an Example truly wor- 
hy of Imitation by all the Sons of Me. 
Dr. Leighton, ſays: the ſame Biſhop, Had 
che greateſt Elevation of Soul, the largeſt 
cCompaſs of Knowledge, the moſt mortified 
and heavenly Diſpoſition that I ever yet ſaw in 
Mortal. He had the greateſt Parts, as well as 
virtue, the perfecteſt Hunvlity' I ever ſaw 
in Man. He had a ſublime Strain in Preach- 
8 ing, with ſo grave a Geſture, and ſuch a 
25 « Majeſty 
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« Majefty both ee 
4 Pronunciation, that Lncver.conge: u a 
« aanderitig Eye here he preadied, and:have 


_ © fren whole Congregations: eften melt into 


Tears before him. I can ſay f bim With 


* the greateſt Tryth; that in à free and: ſte 
quent Converſation with him for above: 


* Years I never ass him fr an idle Word, 


te that had not à direct Tendency-to/Edificiuil 
Los: And I never once ſaw him in any .qther 
Temper, but that which I wiſhed: to be in, 
6 in the laſt Moments of my Life. 51e 


To corroborate hat has been bene 


vanced, permit ie to lay beforec u the ſo- 
lemn Engagement every Clergyman in the g-. 
ſtabliſhment enters into when he is ordained. 
The frſt Queſt ion the Biſhop puts is this: 


Dy you truſt that you are inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, ts take upon you tl 


et Office and Miniftration, to ſerve Gon foi 
** the Promotion of his yy and the Edifying 


«of his People“? | 55 t oor” 


Tbe Perſon to be 5 anſvers, 1. I trat 
"5408 The * enquires a8. 


In Kade fadfüubilgedts en ben 
and url uw] all errondous and ſtrange 
Dodtrines, vontrary tur GOD. Word and 
uſe both public and: private Adraonitions 
% and Exhortations;/ as well to tlie Sick as to 
Whole, as Need andere n 


«on ſhall be given“? eic 
The Perſon Anu, «1 Oe ther Lord 
being my Helper”. 2.8 LAN 


The Biſhop e 1 « Will you be dil 
« gent in Prayer and in Reading of the Holy 
« Scriptures, and in fuch Studies as help to 
* the Knowledge of the ſame, laying aſide the 
Study of the World and the Fleſh” ?. +, 

The Perſon anſwers, *< I will drain my-= 
« ſelf ſo to do, the Lord being my Helper“. 

Afterwards the following moſt awful 2 
ſolemn Exhortation is given by the "IP | 


VI to the Miniſters ordained. 


*I exhort you in the Name of our Lord 

*« Jeſas Chriſt, that you have in Remembrance 
* into how high a Dignity, to how weighty: an 
Office and Charge ye are called. Ve are call- 
*ed to be Watchmen, Meſſengers, and Ste- 
« wards 


MN or Hinderance by Reaſon of your Negligence, 
et you know the Greatneſs of the Fault, and 


«neſs of Age in Chriſt, that there be no Place 


"O00 1 
das FRY V are called to teach 1 
and to admoniſn, to feed and pevide for, the k1 
„Lord's Family. We are called to ſeck for . 
<« Chriſt's Sheep that ate ſcattered abroad, and Will x 
« forshis Children, Who are in the Midſt of is 


«this naughty World, that dc may be ſaved 
* through Chriſt for even. 
The Church and Congregation whom! you 
te muſt ſerve is the Spouſe and Body of Chrilt 
«And if it ſhill happen that the ſume Church 
* or any Member thereof, ſhall take any Hurt 


« alſo the horrible Puniſhment that will fol: 
© low. See therefore that you never ceaſe your 
« Labor, your Care and Diligence, until u 
« have done all that lieth in you, to bring al 
ſuch as are committed to your Charge unto 
«that A greement in the Faith and Knowledge 
0 of Gon, and to that Ripeneſs and Perfe&- 


left among you, either for Error in Religi g 
* on, or for Viciouſneſs in Life. 
Such are the ſolemn Vows every Clergynian 


takes 


171 
takes upon him when he. is ordained, I don't 
know, my Brethren, | what you may think 


concerning theſe Things, As to my own Part, 
I am ready to exclaim with St, Paul, ec Who 


18 ſufficient for theſe Things 91 2 And trem- 


ble for myſelf. *leſt after having preached. _ 
© Goſpel to others, 1 myſelf-ſhouldbe.a.Caſt. = 


| away 5 1 I 1 WO, 7 A997 2 tt 


We have laid the faered Duty = 1 Office b 

fore you in this full, and perhaps. tedious, 
Manner; in order to ſhew you--that. every 
Clergyman is bound by all polſible Ties to 
be Warm, zealous anda active, * preaching 


the Doctrine and Example of Jens Chriſt, 
the Judge of Quick and Dead: We are bound 
by the Doctrine and Example of all the Apoſ- 
tles: We are bound by the Opinions and 


PAR all true Goſpel Miniſters; We are 


bound by our own moſt ſolemn Promiſes and 


Vows: We are bound, by Love tg. Gop, to 
Chriſt, and our F ellow-Creatures : :, We are 
bound by the higheſt Degree of Self. Intereſt 
poſſible; for the Salvation of our own Souls 

K k 19 


is at Stake. bern hel 8 
ly amazing we are not T en'Thouſind Times 
more liyely, more zealous, and mort We 


|  « Anke my desen Zea) L Forever ue 
| + With ee mene, Ardors for immortal Souls; | 
& And may my Head, abi an," wh 
-* Spend and be ſpent ln. Service ſo divine” 


This, my Brethren, is our ſole hende 


&: 


1 have no other Degen in Me me 
have no other Deſign i in living, but to ſave our 
own Soul, and the Souls of them that beat 
us. Now Salvation conſiſts not merely in an 
Wee from Sufferings, or a Redemption 
from future Torments but in being delivered 
likewiſe from all thoſe — and Diſpaſt- 


tions, 


| Having ſach Atofirious Examples, and being _ 
bound in ſuch ſolemn Engagements, by th T 
Grace of Gon, we will not 'keep-filence, . * 
will give him no Reſt, till this our Church an of 
Jeruſalem ſhall become u Name and u Pra * 
e lO as Rar he 
For this let Men revilg tay Name; End ye Pr 
I ſhun no Croſs, I $47 tio Shame; 0 5% "53:1 vw 
ce All hail, Reproach| | 1 r 1980 C] 
di 

ju 

ta 


Qs Þ 


e 


T 95 R809 wi wy. wy aw» 


(78) 
tions, which art contraty to the Will, or Word 
of GoD; or to, the Mind that was in Chriſt 
Jeſus. His Name ſhall be called Jeſus; ſaid 
the Angel, for he ſhall fave his People from 
their Sins”, Chriſt is the great Exemplar, or 
Pattern of a. Chriſtian. He not only hath 


redectaed us 10 Gop by his Blood, but hath ſet 


an Example that we ſhould follow. his 
Steps”. And a moſt amiable Example it was! 

In doing good, he was unwearied: In his 
Life and Actions, he was unblamable and in- 
offenſive: Towards Diſtreſt and Miſery, he 
was always compaſſionate. In his Converſation, 
he was holy; in his Sufferings, patient; in 
private Prayer and Praiſe, frequent; in publick 
Worſhip, zealous”; In ſhort: The Life of 
Chriſt comprehends the Whole of Goſpel Obe- 
dience. And he has declared that we ſhall be 
judged at the laſt Day e en ur Imi- 
tation of him in doing Good. a Ib 

This then, O Chriſtians, is the Picture we 
ſhall ever hold up for your Example and Imi- 
tation. 80 far as we reſemble it, we are 
Chriſtians: So far as we are contrary to it, we 

| K2 4 —_ 
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partake of the Nature of 5 ee in 
«A trac Chriſtian is the higheſt stile of Man', fl di 
He has ſyblime Ideas of the Supreme ne Being Wl be 
juſt Views of Duty, and a preper Femper ans ha 
Conduct both towards Gp afid- towards Man, Will G 
He is à conſtant and deyout Worſhipper- of Pi 
the Cop of Heaven; a firm and ſteady Believer 81 
in his Son; and lives in humble Dependents * 
upon the Aſſiſtanee of the Spirit. He is ju lo 

_ and liberal; temperate and ſober; tender and in 


oompaſſionate; meek and humble; gentle and I 


peacgable, - and in all Things conſcientious, F. 
Ves: The Goſpel of Chriſt, if it has a ſaving El. th 
felt upon us, will male us better Parents, better 
Children; better Maſters, better Servants; bets ſt 
ter Husbands, better Wives; more faithful w 
Friends, more ee e g 
al Subjects. TEE 8 41. 8102 21 1 2299 0 
This, my Erethren; this is whit we watlt 4 
you all to become. Haue you any F Obje&ticn h 
to ſuch 4 Character d. Are we become 'your - 


Enemy becauſe we tell you the Truth] Ad 
labor to aduance the Kingdom of Go among 
you. Imagine for a Moment that every Perſon 
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in this populous Place was the Chriſtian now 
diſcribed: What an happy People ſhould we 
be! We ſhould have a Paradice; we ſhould .. 
have a little Heaven upon Earth! Drinking, 
Gaming, vitious Pleaſure and Debauchery; 
Pride, Injuſtice, ' Evil-ſpeaking, Lying and 
Slandering ; Deadneſs, Formality and Luke- 
warmneſs, together with all the long Cata- 
logue of Hell-born Crimes, wou'd hide their 
impious Heads. Repentance, Faith, and Ho- 
lineſs; Juſtice, Peace and Truth; Charity, 
Priendſhip and Benevolence; theſe, and ſuch as 
theſe, would flouriſh and bloſſom as the Roſe. 

For this we will labor; for this we will 
ſtudy; for this we will preach; for this we 
will pray. By his Grace enabling us, we will 
give the Redeemer no Reſt, till he make this 
our Jeruſalem, this our Church, a Name 
and a Praiſe in the Earth. And when that 
happy Event is accompliſhed, we will conten- 
tedly take up the dying Words of good old 
Simeon: © Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant 
** depart in Peace; for mine _ have — 
** thy Salvation”, 
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The Harmony of the Divine Arribures inthe 
Salvation of Man diſplayed: . 


| v0 | 
MMO EY If Man be ruined, the Creation is in 
« yain: Juſtice pleads, If Man be not ſentenced, the Law 
I vain, Truth backs Juſtice, and Grace abets Merey. 
\ « What ſhall be done in this ſeeming Contradidtion Mer- 
6 & is not manifeſted, if Man be not pardoned; Juſtice will 
&« complain, if Man be not puniſhed. | 
« An Expedient is found out by ths Willom of Gov to 
« anſwer theſe Demands, and adjuſt the Difference between 
« them, The Pleas of Juſtice are fatisfied in Puniſhing, 
« and the Pleas of Mercy received in Pardoning. The Rights 
« of both are preſerved, and the Demands of both amicably 
« accorded in Puniſhment and Pardon, by transfering the 
« Puniſhment of our Crimes upon a Suerty ; exacting a Re- 
« compence from bis Blood by Juſtice, and conferiag Life 
« and Salvation upon us by Mercy, without the Expence of 
* one Drop of our own. Thus is Juſtice ſatisfied in its Se- 


« verities, and Mercy in its Indulgencies. Thus js Gov 
* righteous without being — and merciful without being 


* unjuſt,” CHARNOCK, 
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A Nil. 


6 \ THQU that an the, King be i: 
mortal and inviſhie, youchfate to. 


down. from Heavens. the Habitation, of thine 


Holine end Glory, upon us thine hnwerthy 
Servants. Thou haſt been pleaſed to cauſe all 


holy Scriptures to be written for our Learning 


and Inſtruction; give us Grace ſo to hear, read, 


mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them, that 
by Patience and the Comfort of thy holy 


Word, we may embrace and ever hold faſt the 
bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life. Open the 
Eyes of all our Underſtandings to ſee, and 
know, and experience, the Truth as it is in Je- 


ſus. Diſpel from our Minds the Clouds and 


Miſts of Darkneſs, Ignorance, Error, and De- 
luſion. Turn us, O turn us from Darkneſs 
to Light, from the Power of Satan unto. Gop. 
Enable us to ſee, and ever to bear in Mind, 
That it will not profit us, if we ſhould gain 
the whole World, with all its Riches, with all 
its Pleaſures, and with all its Charms, if we 


looſe our Souls, and are caſt away. Graft 
L 2 therefore, 
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10H ts diſcover how- much we are 
' indebted to the Riches of Divine Grace; 
it is neceſſary we ſhould take into Conſiderati- 
on what would have been the Condition of 


our World, without that Love of 'Gop;:which 


was manifeſted to us by the Sending of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Tis through a Want of due Attenti- 


on to this, that the natural Powers of Man 
are frequently exalted at ſo extravagant a Rate, 
beyond all the Bounds of Truth; and the 
Aids and Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, look- 
ed upon as unneceſſary in the Working out of 
our Salvation. But if we look back into the 
firſt Ages, and conſider what was the State of 
the World juſt before the Flood, when the 
Spirit of Gop ceaſed to ſtrive with Man, you 
will gain ſome. obſcure Idea of what we ſhould 


have 
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Let hour Thoughts range through the We 


gun of Righteouſneſs, who, by has Was 


| Thiy tranſgrefifd againft the'Souran, Ruler o 


boy "The Angels which kept not thickened 
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then Nations, of antient, or modern Tunes: 


x America, and the Wilds of Grid  Thek 
wretched Creatures are but too juſt Reſemblan. 


of what e.ſaguld have heen, without the 


Spirit, o Providence, eee, 
Savage Nunn, . bine | 3:44 
the” Triath of the Caſh eee tax 
Gofpel; the Condition af the Fallen Ama 
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a8 Fly 


OD 


Scene, h. 
A Wall oj of Rebels! Sinners Gig 


to Generation | Hatef\ ul le 
ther! Helpleſs! Hopeleſs! R oil 
wretched Life under all the, Terrors of a 
ty Conſcience. Dying! Let dying to 11585 
ever in Pain! 


This would ee bem the Condition 8 of f bur 


orld in general, and. of this Congrega tion 

in particular, had it not been for that Jeſus, 
who died to redeem it: And yet, be altoſticd 
| 9 


A 4 \ . 
e 11 p Ore af f a 
CY | ” — _—_— ; 2 1 AS a OPTI! 
| : 4 Fs oo ee RL tolls, * * N 
2 wo 7 91 . 2 i - * 
8 * ern * 
» . . i : 9 
” 5 "4 1 : 1 * 
Pot, 3 — 
% U Fo / 


(8%). | 


mne In this i auen enden 
ee enn e ni bv 
The whole New Te: | Upqn. this 
ren eee wp is ls undonq ru. 
eee eee 9 545 Om 
the Wrath of op. by 2 "confidered ered in 


; = 'of ourſclvey, abideth on us; and | that Fa 


» 1 rig; coping. the, Divine e 
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42 N is offered 1 in the 
Hencg, Jeſus Chriſt ſays « of Himfelf; Tar * 


of Man is come to ſeek and to we that v W hich 


was loſt: I came not to call the, Ri hteous 


ie — 


hut Sinners to to Repentance : He that elieyet 
þ on the Son, is not condemned: But he tha 
_ ieveth not, i s condemned aid. pox 
i { 8 this Prin 3 Proceeds t the poſſitive dete 
wy of John f he Baptiſt; ' He” that believeth « On 
. don, hath everlaſting Life”: But ſuppo 


1% 


pay Man does not believe on the Son, What 1 
to be the / Cotifeq uence? „He that Heli 
not. the Son, than not ſee Life; but. the Wrath 
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(8) 

fame Purpoſe aſſures us, This: is a faithful 
Saying, and worthy. of all AcceptatiolF that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to ſave Sin- 
ners”. This was his Errand, his Deſign. It 
was the Whole of his Undertaking. For Guilt, 
not Innocence, the Saviour died. Twas That 
alone could juſtify his Death. And if this is 
ot laid down as a firſt Principle, the whole 
Scheme of Salvation revealed in the Goſpel, 
muſt appear dark and unintelligible, if not to- 
tally unneceſlary. 

But, it may be ſaid, If the World v was in 
* this loſt, ruinous Condition, why could not 
t Gop pardon the Sins of Men, and admit 
them into Favor, without the E Expenceof his 
© Son's Blood? Why was it not done as a mere 
Act of Grace, without any Satisfaction? 
If Men could have been pardoned. and ad- 
itted into Favor without a Satisfaction, con- 
iſtent with the Honor and Dignity of the mo- 
al Perfections and Government of Gop; the 
ſfential Goodneſs of the Divine Nature leaves 
no Room to doubt but it would have been 
one, without that amazing Scheme of Re- 


M demption 


353 cÞ © 


> 52-28 SES 


n 

a 7 and Salvation which the Goſpel er- 
kbits Gop is not prodigal of His Gifte; 
much lefs would he be Prodigal of the Suffer. 
ings and Death of his divineſt, deareſt Son 

If all the Cattle on a Thouſand Hilla; wif 
Thoufands of Rams, or ten Thouſands of Ri. 
vers of Oil; if our Firſt- born could have ſatis 
fied for our Tranſgreſſions, or the Fruit of ou 
Bodies for the Sin of our Souls; if the Che 

* rubim and Seraphim; which adore and burn be 
fore the Throne of Gop; if any, or if alf 0 
theſe, could have paid the mighty Sum ow 
Ranſom demanded: Yea, if there had not bets 
a teal Neceſſity for an infinite Satisfaction to 
Divine Juſtice; not to make Go pr opitious 

or merciful (for that He is eſſentially) but to 
nate Way for the honorable Exerciſe and Di 
play of his pardoning Love and Mercy: 1 fa 

if there had not been a real Necefſi ity for ſuch 

a Satisfaction, we may be ſure it would not 
have been required. e 2 
But ſince infinite Wiſdom, in Concirnl 

with infinite Goodneſs, did-really require "that 


Jeſus ſhould give his Life a Ranſom for many, 
. 3 &* 4 we 
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we may be very confident, Hine We 1 f - 
of che Divine Nature and Government naſe 
it abſolately-neceſlary. ;f 5017 = 2 
A private Perſon is at 1 I _ 
juries as often as he pleaſes; nay, -it is his Du- 
ty. ſo to do; and it is fearce poſſible to -offend 
by an Exceſs of the generous Virtues of Mer- 
ey, Compaſſion, and Forgiveneſs: But a Magiſ- 
trate muſt conſult, not merely the gentle Feel. 
ings of his own compaſſionate Breaſt ;-, but the 
Honor and Dignity of his Office, Character, 
and Government. For a private Perſon to 
pardon Injuries, even beyond Seventy Fimes 
Seyen, is Heroic, is God-like: But for 2 Ma- 
giſtrate to carry his Lenity to the ſame Extent, 
is Tameneſs rather than Benignity. No Go- 
vernment upon Earth could long ſubſiſt upon 
ſuch Prineiples of exceſſive Indulgencee. 
Apply this Obſervation to the Caſe: beforee WV 
us, and you will ſee. how neceſſary/it- is, that 
the-ſupreme Magiſtrate of the Univerſe ſhould 
demand Satisfaction for the Diſhonor done to 
his Government by, the Apoſtacy , of Man. 
That Man ſhould be ſaved was not neceſſary; 
M 2 Juſtice 


| (9) 
Juſtice,might have been ſuffered to take Phe 
upon us. That Gop ſhould both be, and ap. 
pear to be, holy and juſt, is abſolutely netef. 
fary. And this ought to be well eonſidered by 
thoſe Perſons, -who repreſent Gop as'a Being 

of infinite Mercy and Compaſſion, to the Exclu- 

ſion of his other moral Perfection; and hen 
take the Liberty of "indulging themſelves in 
their audacious Sins. In ſhort: Moſt of che 

Errors in the Study of Theology, ariſe from 

conſidering Gop as the tender and indulgent 

Father of his Creatures, without reflecting 

that he is at the ſame Time, the moral Gove: 

nor of the World. As He is the Father of 
his Creatures, He mf” be tender and eo. 
paſſionate: As He is the moral Governor of 
the World, He muff render to every Man 
according to his Works; He muſt treat exe. 
ry intelligent Being, according to the Excel 
lence, or Depravity, of its moral Character. 

* But how is it eonſiſtent with 4diftributive 
fe Juſtice, that Man ſhould ſin, and Jeſus die? 

Is it not neceſſary in the very 'Nature of 

33 | err 7111 © Things, 


— 1 


bak 


F# 


rr 
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„Things, that the Soul that finneth, Mould 
« die; and not one that is innocent 
If a Being can be found, ho hereof 
Command over his on Life: If he willingly 


ſubſtitute himſelf in the Place of Sinners: If his 
Subſtitution will anſwer all the Ends of the Di- 


vine Government: And if Gon is pleaſed to ac 
cept ſuch Being in the Room and Stead of the 


Rebellious: Then it is no longer neceſſary Man 


ſnould be left to the dreadful Conſequences: of 
his own Tranſgreſſion. But if ſuch a Being could 


not be found, it appears to us impoſſible that 
Man could be ſaved. For ſooner ſhall we be 
left to periſh, as the Fallen Angels, than I x NO. 
van ſuffer his Laws, which are eternal in their 


Obligation, to be violated with Impunity. 


„But ſing, O Heavens, and be joyful, O 
Earth, and break forth into Singing, O Moun- 
tains, for the Lord hath viſited and redeemed 
his People; he hath found a Ranſom”; Jeſus 


is a Perſon every Way equal to the mighty 


Taſk. © He hath trodden the Wine-Preſs of 
his Father's Wrath alone, and of the People 
there was none with him. He is a Perſon, 

who 


| ners gives a brighter and more illuſtrious Diſ- 


N 


e Life in himſelf, dien, ar the Faber 
hath Life in himſelf . He willingly zſuhſtir 
tuted) himſelf in the Place of Sinners: 1 
come ſays he, to do thy Will, O Gon; Lam 
content to do it, yea, thy Law is within m 
Heart. His Subſtitution in the Place of Sin- 


play of the Perfection of the Divine Nature 
and moral Government of Gon, than though 
Man in his on Perſon: had endured the Pe. 


| : ; ' | . oY * ä g = . 
nalty; And we are not left to conjectus 


whether the Plan is agrecable to the Father, 


ſmce he more than once - declared himſelf 


well pleaſed in the Undertaking of his Son! 
9 eee beloved Son, in «lice: F am well; 
pleaſedꝰ . Date! 1s 3 * DX 6 v4 -01 40380 

The World then d and W in par- 
ticular, without a Saviour are in a loſt, help-/ 
leſs, hopeleſs Condition. It was not conſiſt» 
ent with the Perfection of the Diyine Natuge! 
and Government, to pardon. and receive us to 
Favor without a Satisfaction. Jeſus is a Per- 
ſon every Way equal to the arduous Taſk) 


nen he undertook to redeem his Beoples: 
And 


(93) 


And the Father has declared himfelf well _ 
ſed in the Undertaking. of his Son. Neg, 
. '* It-maybe/aſked how; Sh dla | 
«did this adorable Saviour: accompliſn the 
« Work of Redemption? ? zar wht 3571 
In order to this, two Things were more 
eſpecially rievoilary. Man: had-tranſgrefſed the 
holy, juſt and good Law of Gon: That 
therefore the Saviour muſt perfectly fulfil: 
Man had done an infinite Diſhonor to the Di- 
vine Nature and Government: An infinite 
Satisfaction, or a Satisfaction of infinite Va- 
tue, muſt therefore be paid. For we muſt e 
ver remember, that the Diſnonor done to any 
Governor by diſobeying his Laws, and treat- 
ing his Authority with Contempt, is always in 
Proportion to the Eminence and Dignity of 
that Governor: And conſequently, the Satis- 
faction neceſſary to maintain the Honor of his 
Government, muſt alſo be in the ſame Propor- 
For Inſtance: If an Offence is committed 
againſt the Perſon of the King's Majeſty, the 
Crime is deemed High- Treaſon, and the un- 
happy 


and alſo to pay the Penalty incurred by out 


» * « * ” 
* N ©® + = 
: * 
| 
| 


0 


happy [Perſon forfeits his cw 
together with; Lite. If the fame Offence! in be 
committed againſt a private Character, the er. 
Perſon guilty endures an inferior Puniſhment, W tu 
But the Being againſt whom we have tranſ. co 


greſſed, is the great I AM; the infinite, ſelf. 
exiſtent, IrOVAH; -the King of Kings; and 
Lord of Lords: Therefore the Scüisfactzen 
requiſite to maintain the Dignity of his Law 
and Government muſt a mee 
Satisfaction. rarer 4 

Now in order by the Lav fok Man; 


Tranſgreſſion, it was neceſſary the Saviour 
ſhould be in the ſame Nature. A Body theres | 
fore he took, and was in all Reſpects like un- 
to us, Sin alone excepted. But to give an in 
finite Dignity to his Obedience and Suffering. 
it was neceſſary he ſhould be a Being of in- 
nite Majeſty and Glory. And to qur-unſpeals 
able Satisfacton, we are informed in the Vo- 
lume of Divine Revelation, that the Redeemer: 
of the World is God and Man united in ons 


Perſon: Man, that he might obey and ſuffer 
God 


wy 


; meritorious. ke or if be were A mere 
created: Joins: though of th e the moſt exalted Na- 
ture, his Obedience, however perfect, even ac- 
coftling to the unchangable Nature. of Things, Z 
wag due, all. due, for himſelf, and. could not 
poſſibly be available for the ſpalleſt Demi 
of the gujlty Sons of Men- 6917'S 
Pertinently does the Apoſtle. reaſon. upon 
theſe two diſtinct Natures of the Redeemer, in = 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, After having aſ- 
ſured us that Jeſus-Chuaſt, is, with Reſpect to 
his Divine, Pre- exiſtent Nature, thę Bright: 
neſs of Gop's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon; and that He in the Beginning 
laid the Foundation of the Earth; that the 
Heavens are the Works of his Hands, and 
that He upholds all Things by the Word of 
his Power ”; fails not to inform us, that all 
this Dignity, all this Honor, all this ſurpaſſing 
Majeſty and Glory, was vailed, was put off, was 
laid aſide. Why? Becauſe, if he would be a 
Mediator ſuch as Man ſtood in Need off, he 
muſt be clothed in the ſame identical Nature. 
Wt . "Nob 


19). 


"Not i in the Divine ſimply; not in the A 
lic; but in the very Nature and 1 of | 


thoſe Creatures he came to W Hear the 
. Apoſtle: 

ci. Foraſmuch as 115 Children are FETY 

of 'Fleſh and Blood, he alſo himfelf- likewiſ: 

took Part. of the ſame; that through Death he 

might. deftroy him that had the Power of 


Death, | that is, the Devil; and deliver” them 


who through Fear of Death were all theit 


Life- Time ſubje& to Bondage. For verily he 
took not on him the Nature of Angels; but 
he took on' him the Seed of Abraham. Where- 
fore j in all Things it behoved him to be made lie 
unto his Brethren; that he might be a merciful 
and faithful High-Prieſt, in Things pertaining 
to God, to make Reconciliation for the Sins 
of the People: For in that he himſelf hath 
ſuffered, being tempted, * is able to faccour 
them that are tempted. 74 
How the Divine and Human Natures of 
jeſus Chriſt were united; or, in what Manner 
the three Perſons of 'the Godhead exiſt in 
Unity, are Depths unfathomable by the ſhort 
Lane 


re 97) 
Line of. human Reaſon. Nor is it incorifift 
ent with rational Enquiry t to receive theſe in- 
com prehenſible Dodctrines upon the Credit of 
the Reyealer. That our Reaſon is not the u- 
niverſal Standard of Truth, is evident from a 
Variety of Experiments both in the natural 
and moral World. That there i is a Gon, few, 
perhaps none, deny: Yet how be fills all 
Things with the Immenſity of his Preſence, 
who can tell? That the, human Soul is, united 
to the Body, we are convinced by daily Expe- 
rience: Yet how it is united, or where it re- 
ſides, the Wifeſt, are at a Loſs to know, "That 
the Blood circulates i in our Bodies, as well up- 
wards, as downwards, contrary. to, all the 
Laws of Motion, we are well convinced : Yet 
Reaſon, * that Column of true Majeſty in 
Man“; Reaſon fails 1 in its Inquiries, and re- 
ſolves it into the Will of che Creator. Before 
then we can canſiſtently act the Sceptic con- 
cerning the incomprehenſible Doctrines con- 
tained in the Scheme of Chriſtianity, we muſt 
renounce the name of Philoſophers, .andreject 
the Syſtem of Nature. But the Thought be 
N2 | far 
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far from us. For as we! dee war Things in 
the Works of Nature, which we are obliged to 
own as Matters of Fact; and concerning the 
Nature of Which nevertheleſs our rational 
Powers can give no ſatis factory Account: 80 
in tlie Book of Divine Revelation we read of 
a Plüränty 6f Perfons in the Godhead, the 
Incalllatiön of the gon of Gop, and the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, as tb many Matters of 
Fact, which we are obliged to receive upon th 
Credit of the Revealer, and yet we are by no 
Means able, with all our boaſted Sagacity, to 
| account for the Mode, or Manner of their Ex- 
iſtence and Operation. The Book of Natute 
has its Incomprehenſibles, as well as the Book | 
of Revelation, The former, not even a News 
ton's Genlus could explore; the latter, not an 
Angel's, Both with intenſe Deſire deſire ta 
look into them. Both are Joſt in Depths un- 
fathomable. Both deſiſt, bender 0 won. 
der, and adore | | 
There is Nothing unreaſonable then in fay- 
ing, That Jeſus Chriſt was Gon and Man 
united in one Mediator, For as the Apoſtle 
divinely 


6 6900 

divinely argues, Though he was rok Law; 
yet was he made under the Law; that he might 
redeem them that were under the Ls! that 
we might receive the Adoption of Sons 

Need we follow this Lamb of Gov: Meng 
the various Scenes of Life and Death Isvit 
neceſſary to call to your Remembrance how he 
loved and obeyed; how he ſuffered and died? 
Would you know if his Obedience was perfect, b 
and adequate to the Demands of the Law? 
Hear him challenging his very Enemies; 
Which of you convinceth'me of“ Sin? 
Would you learn his own Sentiments concer- 
ning this Obedience? Hear him aſſert; 1 
do always the Things which pleaſe the Fa- 
ther“. Are we deſirous of knowing the "Opi- 
nion of inſpired Apoſtles? He did no Sin, 
ſays One: He was holy, harmleſs, uridefiled 
and ſeparate from Sinners, ſays "another. 
Would you know if his Sufferings and Death 
were a Price adequate to the Diſhonor done 
to Divine Government by the Apoſtaey of 
Man? Let us conſider, in the Language of 
Inſpiration, the Dignity of his Perſon: The 


mighty 


wWichtr God; che exaclaſting Fats th 
| Prince of Peace: JBuovan our Righteouſnej, 
the Man who 1s. Gos Equal. and Gop's Fel. | 
low: He whom, Angels worſhip.,and, Seng, 
phim adore! He Who ig the Image of th 3 ini- 
ſibla Gon; the Firſt· born o every Creature, 
He by whom all Things were created that are 
in Heaven, and that arg on Barth. viſible aud 
 Invidhle;. whether they be Thr M or Dom. 
nions, or  Pringipalities, or Powers; He tor 
| whom; and by whom, all things v were cxeated: 
He who i is before all Things, and by 7 whom 
all Things eonſiſt: M0 1s * all Gon 
bleſſed forever", - HR. $4937.40". 211 3c | 
This, my Brethren, cren this 18 che Being 
who undertook to redeem Mankind. N 
And if ſuch was the Dignity of his Perſon, 
how amazing the Degree of his Humiliation! 
„He made himſelf of no Reputation; he 
took upon him the Form of à Servant; he was 
made in the Likeneſs of Men; and being found 
in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled himſelf, and 
became obedient unto Death, even the De 


* * Croſs”, 7 4 "06 
| Let 
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(tot). Hh 
Lerus kids dere partdeulafly the various 15 
steps ot his painful Obedience. See how' he 
weeps in Bethlehem; toils in Oethſemane; und 
groans on Calvery! What was | the Cauſe? 
Sins of his own he'd none: Vet was he'opprefidd 
and afflicted till Sweat, like Blobd, diſtiled 
from every Pore. Was it a Fore-ſight of his 
approaching Sufferings and Death?' His Cou- 
rage and Fortitude then ſunk beneath that of 
Martyrs; many of whom have ſung in ths 
Midſt of F lames. No: "Twas a Senſe of his 
awful Father's Indignation againſt Sinners, in 
whoſe Place he now appeared. 
Follow the Royal Sufferer to the Judgment- 
Hall: There you ſee his Innocence acknowledg- 
ed by his very Judge: Vet there alas! Vou ſe 
him condemned, ſeourged, buffited, ſpit upon! 
Follow him ſtill further, and you'll behold him 
crowned with ſharp, pungent Thorns; cloath- 
ed in a ſcarlet Robe; a mock. Sceptre in his 
Hand; and farcaſtieally ſaluted with, Hail, 
King of the Jews! But, © like as a Sheep be- 


fore its Shearers is dumb, ſo he openod not his 
Mouth“. 


Accompany 
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rug tut; 


hold him hanging between Heaven and Earth, 
+4 Spectacle to the World, to Angels, and to 
Men ! There you ſee. the Prince of Peace in all 


* 
* 
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- Accompany. this Man a Gorraey in your 
Thoughts to the curſed Tree: There you be, 


the Greatneſs of -Diſgrace! Hark! He criss, 
« My Gop, my Gon, why haſt thou forſaken 
me”? His very Murderers partake of his ty. 
ing Prayers; F ather, forgive. them, for they 
know not what they do”. Again he cries . 
loud, It is finiſhed”: f _ 143+; 2 
< galvation's glorious Work is done; 5 
The Battle's fought; the Victory's won“ 
With this he breathed out his righteous Soul 
into the Hands of his everlaſting Father. The 
Sun, ſtruck with Amazement, withdrew his 


ſhining Rays! The Earth quaked; the Rocks 


rent; the Dead aroſe; all Nature felt 52 


Stroke! 
Say now, O Chriſtians, 7 if theſe Suffers 


ings, conſidered in Conjunction with: the Dige 


| nity of the Perſon ſuffering, contain not Balm 
enough to heal the Wounds of a dying 


World? It 
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and made Atonement for Iniquity, Trans 
ſion, and Sin It id equal true that W- | 
ſocver belieyeth in him {ſhall not peridh, hut 
have everlaſting Life“. But notuithſtanding 
all this; we are aſſurei by him that cunnot lie, 
that exeept a Man be born of Water, and of 
the Spirit, he eannot enter into the Kingdom 
of Gopꝰ“. And that we may not miſtake what | 
is meant by being born again, the Apoſtle 
Fob | deſerides the Nature of that inward 
Change, by its outward Effects: Mheſoever 
is born'of Go, doth not commit Sin; for his 
Seed reniaineth in m; and he cannot "fin, 
becauſe he is born of Go. ent en ers 
Not lefs* poſſitive is St. Paul. f we 
after the Fleſh ye ſhall die; but if ye through * 
he Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the Body, . 
ve ſhall live. Now the Works of the Fleſh, 13 
which, at the Peril of our Salvation, we are 1 
ommanded to mortify, are theſe; Adultery, 
ornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſmeſs, Ido 
atry, Witehcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emula- 
ions, Wrath; Strife, Sedfitions, Hereftes, En- 
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Believer 8, In 


om and let us turn unto the Lord with: all 
sin and Death, but turn you here and lie. 
even all the Bleſſings of Grace and Glog, 
without Money and without Price. Think 


the Redeemer. The Refſing be ou 4: 8 


that they might be ſaved. For I bare them - 
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and en Aker! pion] 107 dae K allen bets 
ef then all that believe hall certainly be: ſa⸗ 
ved; and if ſuch Ohriſtians as are güilty of 
„theſr Things ſhall not be ſaved z it is an in- 
| controvertable Concluſion, that they are not 
in the Scriptural and ſaving Senſt 
of the Word, whatever they may pretend: 30 

Come then, my dear Fellow - Chriſtians 


our Hearts. No longer walk in the Way of 


Renounce your Sins; renounce Self- Right 
ouſneſs, and come and buy Wine and. Milk, 


not of ſharing the Honor of Salvation ; with 


Glory — 3 
8 Brethren, ſays $t. Paul 0 the Foy wy 
Hearts Deſire and Prayer to God for Iſrael i 


card that they have a Zeal of Gop, but no 
wording to Knowledge: F For they being i igno- 
if | | | Fan 


e eee ee e and going about 


to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, have not | 


ſubmitted themſelves. to the Righteouſneſs. of 


Gop: For Chriſt is the End of the LW for i 


marea to every one that behev 


Let us then, O let us embrace him a8 1 


Lord our Righteouſneſs. Let us, O let us 


kiſs the Son leſt he be angry, and ſo we periſh 


from the right Way. Ble ſſed are all they that 
put their Truſt in him“. / This, this is the 
Way to triumph over all the Temptations of 


the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. This is . 


the Way to give that truly heroic Challenge, 
„ Death, where is thy Sting, Grave where is 


thy Victory”! This, and this alone is the . | 


to reign in Bliſs and Immortality, © 
Forgive me, O Chriſtians, for ſpeaking _ 
ſo much Warmth and Earneſtneſs upon this 
pleaſing Theme. Tis a Matter of infinite Im- 
portance. Let Sceptres, Crowns, and Kingdoms 
be neglected, but I beſeech you negle& not 
the Goſpel Salvation. 0 that I had the Zeal 
of a Paul, and the Eloquence of an Apolles: O 
that I had an Angel's Voice, and a Zeraph's 
Fire 
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8 e eee and 3 
of y S, Then, thenowoutt!:1/cotipe 
you 40:00m> in, and partalee af the Mirffüngu 
of rich, redeeming Lone! Remember, Lin 
that the Night af this World is far ſpent; Ad 
the bright and glorious Day af Eternity is 
marzat hand: Let ua therefore caſt uff the 
Works of Darkneſs, and let us put on the Ar. 
maur af Lighu Let us provoke one another 
Lore and ,goad Works. Let us walk: be. 
neſthy; as in the Day; not in Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs; not in Chambering and Wan. 
tanneſ; not in Striſe and Envy: But put je 
on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, in all his holy Tem- 
pers and Difpofttions, and make not Proviſion 
for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof 
we believe, O Jefus, that thou ſhalt come 
to be our Judge: We therefore pray Thes 
help thy Servants, whom thou haft redeemed; 
* with thy moſt precious Blood: And male 
© them to de numbered with thy Saints in 
0 n; ws "AMEN: | 7106 1-4 
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| ( 203) | 
If a King was to ſtoop from his Throne, 
and give his Life a Ranſom for the nobleſt and 
braveſt of his Subjects; who would not be 
truck with Amazement at the generous Deed? 
Surely then when the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, ſtoops from the higheſt Hea- 
vens, and bleeds, not for faithful Subjects, but 
for the Rebellious; not for Angels, but for 
Men; even for us Men, and for our Salvation; 
what Heart but burns with Love! . What 
Heart but glows with Gratitude! What Heart 
but vows eternal Obedient | 1 
Go, Sirs; you that make a Mock at sin, go 
and learn its Nature at the Croſs of Chriſt! 
See what it coſt to redeem One Soul! The - 
only Inſtance of Pardon in our World is 
bought with the Blood of a Perſon higher 
than the Heavens! If then ſuch were the Suf- 
ferings of Him, who knew no Sin, but by Im- 
putation, what ſhall the End be of daring 
Offenders? What ſhall the End be of thoſe, 
who obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt ? © If theſe 
Things be done in the green Tree, what ſhall 
be done in the dry”? O the Miſery and Un- 
O happineſs 
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na ppiheſs '6f that Man, who rejekts this haft, 
beſt Gift of God to a guilty World! Good 
had 1 it been for him, if he had never been born?! 
surely, my Brethren, none of you are in that 
' wretched Number. O if you die, you die from 
between the extended Arms of Mercy!” "You 
| die ſ urrounded with Streams of Salvation 
And your Doom will be no common Doom: 
Vour Damnation no common Damnation, 
Hear the Declaration of an inſpired Apoltte: 
If we fin wilfully after that we have received 
the Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth 
no more Sacrifice for Sins, but a certain 
fearful Looking-for of Judgment, and fiery In- 
dignation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries" 
And again: The Lord Jeſus ſhall be reveal. 
ed from Heaven, with his mighty Angels, i 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them tha 
nao not GOD, and that obey not the Goſpel 0 
eur Lerd Jeſus Chriſt: Who ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſenc! 
of the Lord and from the Glory of his Power 
From what has been advanced 1t appears 
that a Way is laid open by the perfect Obed: 


enc! 
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ence, and inſinitely meritorious Suffering of * | 


Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Gop can pardon, and 
receive to Favor, Sinners of Adam's Race, and 
yet maintain the Honor and Dignity of his 
Law and Government. The moral Law has re- 
ceived a penfect Obedience; it is magnified 
and made hanorable”, which it could never 
have been, if Man had not heen redecmed. | 
Juſtice has received an infinite Satisfaction, 
which Man could never have paid, withont 
being for ever miſerable. And Gon, the eter- 
nal Gon, appears. in all his unclouded Majeſty 
and Glory, as a Being of infinite Holineſs, in- 
finite Mercy, and infinite Juſtice. Theſe, ſeem- 
ingly jaring Attributes are no longer at Vari- 
ance; but ſweetly mingle their Beams to diſ- 
play the Glory of Gon, and promote the Hap- 
pineſs of Man. ., Jeſus appears in all his Medi- 
atorial Dignity. And Man, ungrateful Man, 
enjoys an unſpeakable Salvation. So true it is. 
That Mercy and Truth conſpire, together: 
Righteouſneſs and Peace embrace each other”, 
in the Redemption of the World by. the Obe⸗ 
dience and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. ce Gop 
O 2 is 


= ps ”% 080 
= is juſt, ani yer the Juſtifier of him that eke 
cin. ee ee ae, 
. * But if this i 18 the Caſe; What is s there to 
Y ee hinder us from ruſhing to Heaven Prong 
« cuouſly? If the Work is finiſhed, the La 
« fulfilled, and the Ranſom paid, "what" can 
>, prevent our taking Poſſeſſion” ?? 
I anfwer: Our own Conſent is neceſſary 
Gop' will not ſave us whether we will or no. 
We are not Machines, but rational,  accouht. 
e Creatures. « He that believeth ſhall be 
fav Vet notwithſtanding all that the 84 
viour bl done and n « he that believ- 
eth not'ſhall be damned”. And if this is du- 
ly conſidered, it will appear in the higheſt He- 
gree reaſonable. For after all that has been 
ſaid, or all that can be ſaid upon the Nature of 
ſaving Faith; it certainly contains, includes, 
or implies, an hearty Approbation of the Way 
of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, as revealed in the 
Goſpel. I'fay, an hearty Approbation. For 
you are not to imagine, my Brethren, that 
Faith is merely an empty Notion ſwimming in 
the Head, that there once lived ſuch a Perſon 
| | a9 


( 17 
as Jeſus Chriſt. No: le inckädes his Umm Han 
more. It imphes a deep Senſe of our own Un- 
worthineſs; a+ total Renunciation of- Self 
Righteouſneſs ; and a firm Truſt, Reliance, or 
Recumbancy 1 the: Redeemer in all his 
ſaving Offices. © n nia wot 
And in what ig ſoever this living Faith 
qwells; there it purifies the Heart; there it 
works by Love; there it overcomes the World x 
there it diſplays its inward Power, by its Gut- 
ward Operation: Itcounteracts all the Workings 
of Sin in the Members; it promotes Holineſs: 
in all Manner of Converſation; it realizes un- 
ſeen and eternal Things, according to the fa- 
mous Definition of the Apoſtle; Faith is the 
Subſtance of Things hoped far; 2h Bridenen 5 
of Things not ſen 
Now this Faith is the Bond: of Union Fo 
tween Chriſt and the Believer. For, before the 
Merits of Jeſus Chrift can be of any avail- to 
our Juſtification before Gon, it is neceſſary-. 
that his Righteouſneſs ſhould-be ſo far ours, as. 
to anſwer the Demands of the Law, and pro- 
cure, in a legal Way, the Favor of Gop for us. 
Before 


tad 


— dos, eſe ld 
upon as one Perſon in the Bye uf the Law. 
as one legal Perſon ate 
ed. Before two Perſons are joined together iu 
Matrimony, they are each of them anſwerable 
for their own Debts; and each of them poſſes 
cheir own. Privileges. © But the Moment the 
Marriage Ceremony is performed, the Huſ: 
bands Honor and Dignity devolve upon th 
Wife, und the Wife's Debts upon the Huf- 
beni! They e as Tanger: Jookad upon 1 
two, but as one eee eee 
or as one legal Perſon. | 70 B. 
80 it is in the Cafe before us. -Jefub dl the 
ituftrious Bridegroom of his Church and Pe 
ple. Before a Perſon is made with the Heatt, 
with the Heart, I ſay, to believe in Jeſus, he 

is nſwerable to the Law for his own Sits. 


by a true and living Faith, by a cordial. Su- * | 
render of himſelf into his Hands for Strength Wl . 
and Salvation, he is no longer confidered, as Ia 
anſwerable in his on Perſon; but his Debts * 


devolve upon the Saviour; and the Saviour; 
10291 = Honor 
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Honor and Dignity devolve upon ſuch an haps 
py Believer. + Hence theſe Words in the Com- 
munion Office; ¶ We are one with Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with us Hence too St. Paul; * We 
are Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of 
his Bones. We are Heirs of Gon, and Joint- 
Heirs with Chriſt”, Or, in the Words of Je- 
ſus in his laſt ſolemn Prayer; * Neither pray I 
for theſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall 
believe on me through their Word; that they - 
all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee; that they all may be one in us; 
that the World may believe that thou haſt 
ſent me. And the Glory which. thou gaveſt 
me, 1 have given them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one. Lin them, and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in one; and 
that the World may know that thou haſt ſent 
me, and haſt loved them, as thou haſt en 

me 
What ſtrange condeſcending Words are theſe l 
Who would not devoutly wiſh to have an In- 
tereſt in Prayers and Privileges © divine 
Happy are the People that are in ſuch a 
Caſe; 


= 


Sagt ge, Hlaſtel are the People;that hawn th 
Lord for their Gov! Such Honor n a4 


his Saints har 2 1 2 e TY 
r that the. Oitt of eh 
Chriſt to our World was a moſt wonderful 


Diſplay of the Love of Gov.; In the Works 
of Creation we trace his eternal Power, Wiſ- 


dom, and Godhead. But in the Sch of Re- 
demption, Love and Mercy bri ghteſt ſhine. In 
this above all other Things. © was manifeſted 
the Love of God towards us, becauſe that he 


ſent his only-begotten Son into the World, | 
that we might live through him“ Jeſus has 


obeyed the Law; Jeſus has endured the Pe- 
nalty: He has brought in an everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, and made Atonement for Ini. 
quity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin”, and every one 
that believeth in him ſhall be ſaved with an 
everlaſting Salvation. Go ye, lays Chriſt to 
his Diſciples, into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature: He that be 
liveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved: He 
that believeth not ſhall be damned ”. 

But here, my Brethren, it becomes us to be 
exceeding 


the 


ee 8. | 
andy eb ee e 
are born of Parents, who call themſelves 
Chriſtians; and being baptized in Infancy, 
we take it for granted that we are already 
Believers, and in 4 ſtate of - Salvation: 
without conſidering IRENE; ve. have all 
thoſe Qalifſcntions, which, the-Seripture 
makes abſolutely neceſſary to a State of Favor 
and Acceptance with God. 'Tis evident from 
the above Declaration of our Lord's, that Faith 
and Salvation are inſeparably united. He 
that believeth ſhall be ſayed vi. But then hat 
is this Faith? We haue ſaid before; It is not 
an empty Notion ſwimming in the Head, that 
there once lived ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt. 
Nor is it a mere Comiction in the Under- 
ſtanding; founded upon proper Evidence, that 
he is the alone Saviour of Men. Neither a 
full Perſuaſion that he will ſave me in parti- 
cular. None of theſe will do. They are all 
conſiſtent with a prevailing State of Rebellion 
againſt God. But in what Breaſt ſoever that 
Faith, which accompanies. Salvation; / dyells, | 
there is, Firſt, A Conviction, an abiding: Con- 
i (167 viction 
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neſb. But at che Häme Time that welpiefel 
an Affiance won the Merits: of-the/Retterimer; 
are We ruled, goldeld, and gorerhel by hh 
Latvys? Lam muchi afraid this is not the Calc 
1 am much affaid there are aum / very tian 
in 'ﬆ large a Obngregation; ade are ling 
Day by Day in'Dilobedierice. Let me upp 
however do deb Bite ect youre Judy: | 
| ments TO Write, a barns ed? 
It is trhe/\ tht Jeſas Chriſt has - reconcile 
£ BY ds Neath the ſeciningly-jaririg Attribuza 
D It js trus allo, F 

EPL Ky | e 


olg ad ni niagt mos Hatt NA ws] nodw 


The Pra efore Sermon: 
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K&EMIGHT V Lord and everlaſting. Gon, 

gin us Grace that we Hay caſt away 
thi Works of Darkneſs, and put upon us the 
Armour of Light, now in the Tims! af. {this A 

mortal Life; in Which thy Son Jeſus: Chriſt - 

came to viſit us in great Humility. Send out 

thy Light and thy Truth, which may lead us; 

and conduct us to thy holy Hill, and to thy 

dwelling Place. Pity and have Mercy upon 

all thoſe who are dead and ſzcure i in Sin, and 

enable them to flee from the Wrath to come. 

Remember us, O Lord, remember us with the 25 

Favor that thou beareſt unto thy People; Q@ * 

viſit us with thy precious Salvation. May we 

ſee the Good of thy Choſen: May we rejoice. 

with the Gladneſs of thy People: May we glo- 

ry with thine Inheritance. Succeed our pre- 

ſent Aſſembling in thine Houſe to the Turn- 

ing of the Hearts of the Diſobedient to the 

Wiſdom of the Juſt; that in the laſt Day, 
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5A wen Jeſus Chriſt ſhall core again in hi fie 
Sandee, 16 j5tgebatd ocujtſant 
Dead; w riſe to the L. ife immortal, 
ATE eee and ever. AMEN. 1 
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am r to lead * your Meditations to a 

subject, which contains the Eſſence and 
Marrow of the Goſpel. Tis not a Matter of 
Indifference whether we regard it or not: All 
that is dear to us in the eternal World depends 
upon our being right. Be ſerious therefore 
and give me your Attention. And if what is 
delivered is important, intelligible, and agree- 
able to the Word of Gop, I hope you will not 
diſregard it upon Account of the Plainneſs of 
the Language, or the Unworthineſs of the 
Speaker. If it is not important; if it is not 
eaſy to be underſtood; if it is not agreeable to 
the unerring Word of Gop; I wiſh you, moſt 
ſeriouſly not to be influenced by it. To your 
candid Judgments I make my Appeal. 
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\T. PAUL's. Epiſtle to the A 


the compleateſt Body of Divinity the 
World eyer ſaw. The Doctrines of Grace ard 
therein taught wick a Perſpecuity and Strength 
of Argument, peculiar to the great Apoſtle. 
Like a wiſe Maſter- Builder he lays the 
Foundation of the whole Goſpel Scheme in 
the fallen Condition of Man., The firſt Chap- 
ter «undeniably ly proves to--u6;..that the whole 
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T. PAUL” Epiſtle a 
the 'compleateſt Body of Divinity the 
World eyer ſaw. The Doctrines of Grace art 
therein taught wick a Petſpecuity and Strength 
of Argument, pecuſiar to the great Apoſtle. 
Like a wiſe Maſter- Builder he lays: the 
Foundation of the. whole, Goſpel Scheme in 
the fallen Condition of Man. The firſt: Chap- 
ter mma proves to us; that the whole 
15 Gentile 
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ed Gentiles, were under Sin 


conſiſted of Jews. 


and all the World become guilty before Gon 
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Gentile World were under Sin, and/ rank 


/ ly. in A Ya S 
Wages of Sin is Death”, n the” ſect 
third Chapters the zealous Apoſtle turns the 


Sword of the Spirit againſt | his Countyymen, 


DO #5 


the Jews; and proves from their « own received 
Scriptures, that they too, as well As the deſpil | 


8 & 


jp, and in in a Stalk 


SIS 


Condemnation, =.) 12 'y dada Nor! Gy a ih BY 
Now ſince the whole World. of. reaſonable 


Creatures, at the Time this Epiſtle was " Wrote, 
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d Gentiles. alone, it is fn 
nifeſt,. that when: he had proved. nin 
grand Diviſions of Mankind to be withut By 
ception in a State of Sin and Condemnation 
he had proved the whole World to Abe 
Therefore it is he draws this general Conclu- 
ſion; We know that what Things ſochtt 


the Law faith, it ſaith to them who are unde 


the Law, that every Mouth may i be: ſtopped 


Therefore by the Deeds of the Law 
no Fleſh be juſtified in his Sight; for: bz the 


Law is the Knowledge of Sin”; That is: The 
Lr 


- 
"i 
" 
p R 
A 


2p” 
Deer Gb i y far from jutiffing, br $62 
quiting the Tranſgreſſors thereof that IE 
cecterk chen wl be Sinnes, and an fuel de- 
nodes 2 Senitends of Condemnation againit 
men ben fret vH gimIA avi H,. 

After the poſtle Dad proved the mhle 
World to be iti A Stare Gf Sin, and conſequent» = 
ly incipable vf belng;jwftifiedidy: cheLawsr 
Works, he proceciirithe Mud of Out Text] 
to fhewiin. whitiManner, an by: bat Meankd 
we are;and muſt be juſtified; I Ar Ub have 
finrie and enmeſhort of the Glary of Ped! 
What #hen-maſþ; be done Myſt;we fink wht 
den the Penalty of 1the; Lavi ie Me 
chiso is hat we might juſtly expeſt, ye 
through,/the: infinite Merey and1GogdneſwooH) 
Gon, are jaſtinad ter l i by) his, Orac 
through. e Redemption o that is, in Jeſus. 
Chriſt. In what Manner? Gon hath ſet Him 
forth to be a Propitiation through Faith in his 
Blaad, to declare fis Righteoyingh for the Re- 
aſſign, of Sing that arg paſt through the For: 
bearance, of, Gopi to ,declar e ſay, It $9 
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| Let us nov enſtder more; partigulark;..ghe 


When Gop Almighty firſt created Man, 


inferibed pen hin Heart ag2n9m! Law; which 

watt he ahe Rulnjef his, Naturg anf A Men. 
Nature. 5! And Mb 

he Was placed inthe —— e 
bim ambre paxel our ouch! was defighet 
as the FTeſt or Trlaf uflihiis preſant Obcdidnce 
This Par ticultg 69, us irtsfometinhes: called 
this bo eee | force "with 
Siitibi petfiliarly*-avwfdl i lin the Du 
mon Mteſt of hel TKC of the Knowledge 
Gocd⸗rand EIB thou malt ſurely he. 
Nee we Alk if dm diſnbeyed b The Edge! 
nende of near '6600 Wears mateftify. f 
Pofterity” lie in the Grabe Exe Thebp, Beil 

tiawet bu upon then beiti a 2d ia 
. The Law 'of G65 being this'pri tubul- 
ſy broken, Mä muſt either 3 

nalty, which vas Death in its" moſt eie 
Latifide, or Socks Law nivft be Kekss wn 
| Impunity, 


(287) 
Impunity, and his inflexible e injured by 


his Creatures. LF ert Ele Jas 4 
Fee? - 79) 4 
ho Die he or Juſtice * * fo = + $g1 55457 4. : ' 
« Some other able, and as willifit pay. _ rar 5 
« The rigid Saen, Dat or Death”, 


Here then is an Expedient Dy 55 ig 
nite Wiſdom!” When none beſide in Heaven, 
Earth, of Hell, "could Help us, the Almighty 
Father found out a Way of tempering Mercy 
and Juſtice in ſuch a Manner, as to v. ndicate 
the Honors of the ped pm ns and 

ſave rebellious Man. b Pal peta 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Writ and only-begotten 
Son of God, hymned and adored by ll the 
Hoſts of Heaven, offered himſelf to vindicate 
the Rights of Govemment, and reſeue tlie 
Sons of Men. He became the Mediator be- 
tween Gop and Man; the Surety, the Sub- 
ſtitute, the Undertaker for his People. LO 
come, ſays he, to do thy Will, O Gop; I am 
content todo it, yeathy Lew is within my 

Heart”, Or in the fine nn of Milton : 
. Man Jad i in Sins and loſt; | 


0 Ws hora himſelf or Offering meet, 
| R Indebted 


I offer; on me let thine Anger fall; 


in the Propheſies of the Old Teſtament, he 


died a Death of Ignominy and Diſgrace. Man 


Saviour of Man, to fulfil all Righteouſnel, 


(128 * 


bees nds hath one to ing: nien $4 
< Behold me then, fays the Son; me for him, Life OE 


Account me Man; ee Pie... 
| „Thy Bofom, and tus Glory next to Thes 


Freely put off, and fur bins laſtly die 1 1 


en pleaſed; on me let Death wieek a 


Accordingly, in the Fulneſs, of Time, tha 
is, at the Time appointed of Gop, and foretold 


Son of Gop, infinitely compaſſionate, laid 2. 


ſide his Glory, took upon him the Form uf 
Servant, lived a Life of extreme Poverty, and 


had violated. the © holy, juſt, and good Lay! 
of Gov: Jeſus undertook to magriify-/and 
make it honorable, by paying that- Obedience 
which it required. It became him, as be 


ceremonial and moral. 1 201 a_ 
Now to our l Satisfaction, we are 


informed 3 in the Bible that his whole Life was 


a Courſe of unintermitted Obedience to 
Father's Law. He did always the Thing 
that t pleaſed Gov. He was holy, harmleſs, and 

_ ſeparate 


« * : 
ther one and ar his Mouth”. He was © 


emphatically, « The Righteous my er * 
Juſt One Iden zt e enn 

This Obedience, this . ir 
the Divine Law, is in various Parts of Scrip- 


ture called; His Righteouſneſs, or, The Righteouſneſs = 
of God. Thus St. Paul: t In the Goſpel | is re- 


vealed the Righteouſneſs 'of God from Faith to 
Faith. And again: For they being ignorant 
of Gopꝰ's Righteouſneſs, and going about to 


eſtabliſn their om Righteouſneſs, have not 
ſubmitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs of God” 


The Prophet Daniel ſpeaking of the Obedience 
of the Meſſiah to the Law of Gov, calls it, An 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs. * Seventy Weeks are 
determined upon thy People, and upon thy 
holy City, to finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and to 
make an End of Sins, and to make Reconcili- 
ation for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting [ 
Righteouſneſs. Feremiah alſo when: ſpeaking- of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the Law-Fulfiller of his Peo- 
ple, calls him, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. Wee 
From theſe Paſlages it manifeſtly ap- 
R 2 pears 


p The Divi Law was not only: Andes the 
; the moral Government of Gon becloudedt and 
diſhonored. Jeſus Chriſt, in mailen 

_ Mediator; had fulfilled: the La v; WHO falt 


thei Paniſhment dus unto! them; im ſuth a 
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| po what a perfeft Obe dkense 3 


Lay Ws an eſſentiab Part of the Saviouys Of. 


Ra e Redemption: of Man. ern 11 
But this i is not all. 5anG Au 


atone, or make Satisfaction; for the” Tranſpel 
ſtons of his Creatures? Suppoſe we could ue 
without Sin for the Time to come, who ſhalt 
ſatisfy” the injured Majeſty of Heaven for es 
r \Comnteted?- ? r eee 

TS the Redeemer cect h- 
The Sins of Believers were luid upon ot 
3 to, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and he bo 


vine Government. On the contrary; Chriſt's: 
Righteouſneſs; Obeilience, or Mevits, call; dt 
which you pleaſe, is imputed to all true Beliey-/ | 
ers, in ſuch a. Senſa, as to anſwer: all the Puts! 
poſes of Juſtification and Salvation? 
Let us conſider this matter more-particulit- 

X | 2 ly, 


& \ 


an). 
y. The Doctrine o elis/Lmpwearidin- f- he 
gins of Men. to the dam was; cleafly: ar 
dowwed forth in the Mofasd kw. Om the Day 
of ſolemn; Expiation. hen Atonement; was 
made for the Siiis of che People and Nagin,” 
the High- Prieſt was commanded . to take tino 
Goats; one of which he offeted ſon . Sin · Of. 
fering, and the other was kept Alive. Upen 
the Head: of the living: Goat the Prieſt, laid His 
Hand, confeſſed che Sins of: all the People, and 
then ſent the Goat away by = er n 
Man into:the Wilderneſs: - rio efmqT:; 
Theſe two Goats are as: 
typical of Jeſus Chriſt. - The flain Goat repre- 
ſents, him, dying, " the living Goat repreſents | 
him riſing again. The Sins: of the People were 
confeſſed over the Head! of the living Goat: 
This might be to ropreſent tous ho che Sins 
of all true Believers: are imputed to, or laid 
upon, the Lord jeſus Chriſt. The Goat kne-w 
no Sin. It was ineapable of moral Depravity. 
And yet, when the Sins of the People were 
confeſſed over it, they were imputed to it; and 
it. was treated in all Reſpects as though it had 
been guilty. Thus 


<=. > a 4 
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of , * 
„ OO” oth. 
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_ " 
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|  - de became Surety for his People; s Toon ab 


5 though innocent in himſelf, he was treated as 


guilty. Awake, O Sword, - againſtimy Shep 
—— the "_ 8 is "_ Fellow; on 


, 


« ny” | 
Thus it agent! the Medistor Wiki 
Gob and Man. He knew no Sin; yet a8 ff 


he had put himſelf in the Place of: Sinnen 


the Lord of Hoſts“. „ n % op 

- Now'we all xnow e 1 but two 1 
ble Ways of being guilty of Sin; either inhe. 
rently, that is, by actual Tranſgreſſſon; ot 


imputatively, that is, by having the Sins of ©: | 


thers laid to our Charge. But it is allowed 
on all bande that Jeſus Chriſt was free from 
actual Tranſgreſſion. It is evident alſo, that 
through” the whole Courſe of his Life and 
Death he was treated as a Sinner: Either 


therefore the Sins of his People were imputed 


to him, or laid to his Charge, or Geb takes 
Pleaſure in afflicting an innocent, holy Crea 


ture. The latter Suppoſition is inconſiſtent” 
with all the Notions we have of the Nature of 0 
Gop; the former muſt therefore be granted, | 


(viz) That the Sins of the World were impu- 
t 


/ 
: 
U 
- 


| | Grd 
ted to; laid rh. Charge ab a9 pun in, 


427 r hoo 


the Lord ſeſus Chriſt. 
The Bible is very v Sel impor- 
tant Subject. We are told by che Prophet 
Daniel, chat Meſſiah ſhould be cut off, but 
not for himſelf . If ls is not cut off for Mm. 
ſelf, for whom is he but off then The Fro 
phet Jab ſhall anſwer, For the Tranſpref- 
ſion of my People was he ſtricken : This 
whole 33d: Chapter is a Prophecy of What we 
are endeavoring to eftabliſh : ** He was wound- 
ed for our Tranſgreſſions, he Was bruiſed, for 
our Iniquities: - The Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes we | 
dre "healed: All we like Sheep have gone 
aſtray; We have turned every one to bis own | 
Way”: Pray take Notice of what follows; 
And the Lord hath laid upon him the Ini- 
quity of us all. ” How was our Iniquity laid 
upon him? It muſt be by Imputation,” ſince 
there is no other Way. 8. 

Hitherto we have only attempted to ens 
our Point from the Old Teſtament; but the 
New ſpeaks the ſame uniform Language. 


« 1 | 


„ 
ni i $4.dinthe good. Serbe E Chiif="The 
good Shepherd gives his I. fe t theibheep-), He 


 dieq;theyarereſpued, faxed, delivgreth;t* Hewas 


made gin for 415;,who-know7/no Hin, that we 
wigln be made the Rigtiteouſneſo of Bos in 
bim, ſays St. Paul Phe Apöſtie of: the Cin. 
cumciſion maintains the ſame in be: firongelt 
Terms poſſible: Who his om felt: bare gur 
Sum on his hun Body on the Tree The 
Authorto che Hebrews.aGures ms, that **Chdiſt 
wacde Reeoncilation for che Sins of the People 
jeſus Chriſt, ſays St. Jobs, is the Propitistibn 
for our Sins. He loved us and wafhed m 

from out Sins in his own Blood. And aht 
Words of our Text declare, that Gon ba 
| ſet forth Jeſus to be e 42 through 
Faith in his Blovd ”- „ ee v81t: 068 
| ' ThelsExpreſſionsareall wiſed with aReferen& 
to the Sacrifices" under the Moſaie Diſpevſinþ 
on. What they did typically and emblerriatil 
cally, Jeſus Chriſt, the. Saviour ef the Wold 
has done in Reality. They were the Types, 
Chriſt and his Sufferings were the Things W 


. * were the Shadow He Was hs 
Subſtance 


(8s) 
Subſtance. d hen the $ Subſtance Fug, TY 
Shadows vaniſhed away. ,;. \ 

This then is the Manner. in i which Jeu 
Chriſt. accompliſhed, the Redemption of loſt, 
ſinful Man, The Divine, Law he fulfilled. in 
his Life, and made a trac” and prope per Atone- 
ment for the Sins of 25 A kgd by bis Suffer. | 
ings and Death. 

Clearly, is this expreſſed by our pious "Rater: 
mers in the Homily on the Salvation of Man: 
_ «Chri ig the Righteouſneſs of all them 
achat 0 truly believe. He for them paid 
& their Ranſom by his Death. He for them 
cc « fulfilled the Law in his Life: 80 that! now, 
«in Him, and by Him, every true Chriſtian 
* „Man may be called a Fulfiller of the Law; 
« foraſmuch as what their Infirmity e 
« Chriſt's Righteouſneſs: hath ſupplied”: **- 
Another Clauſe in the ſame Homily « "= 
very expreſſive of their Sentiments: 
The Apoſtle toucheth three Things, which 
« muſt go together in our Juſtification, On 
« God's Part, his great Merey and Grace: On 
e Chriſt's W the Satisfaction of God's Juſ- 
8 F 
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1 or deu 
che Offering of bis Body, . 
« his Blood, with Thfflfing of ine Lach fer. | 
2 90 e 


from the Writings of the nh 

: and. puref 

ſhew i in What ene 

tures with Reſpect to the Method 0 Abate 
therein led. But this would be : todo, 

| and ws. up too much of the preſent pport. 

Shall beg! Leave bowever to ie you 


1 


bo 


1 e of ety feld 55 ol. * 


i b's W 15 NE a WY 
Paſſages mig 0 odd 


he belt 
reſt Ages bt Fa 'Ghrithian 1 5 
&. underſtood the 


A Lea of 


1 


ki "Opinion of, an incomparable Titer of 


more, modern Date. _ Michael, the Archange!, 


relating to Adam how Man e . my 


ed, thus peaks; g 1710 791 11. 
DIR. . Deaths Wend ; 


Which he who: comes thy Saviour, ſhall recure, W: 
Not by deſtroying Satan, but his Works +. 26.0 


eln Thee and in thy Seed: Nor can tlüs beg 
But by fulfilling That uch thou didſt want., 
Obedience to the Law of God, „impos d L e 
On Penalty of Death. and ſuffering Death | 


* 


6 'The 


( 7) | 


2 e Peng Ng ty; TR duce 
Ae due to theirs _ 971 of thi thine will 50G 57554 


"UW Ang, fate „ gong bits | 


1 e ge ae . er ab 
bg 


the ae. of the th of Chet, Which 
0 is *bg, Foundation of, Fa acedpritle” ou 


40 Repe Penzance, ” onfiltently with the Hohors of 
4 "his ine La Vs, was"In neſtimablly the great- 
«et B at JON 8 conferd oh the 
8 Tok 1222 180 wa 
cc op en; ea, t e Fountain and Spring, 
Ke: 003 * und! 26 R311 A th 
and aue Foun dation. of e 17 0 8 
0 Bleflings 7 Tot hele Words from at great 
Man I ſublc nibe with Hand gn id Heart, 
And ha 92 Git dhe Lend of 6 8 ) 
done all 5 f or * auch have we no 1 
of Gratitude to 1 Flas he fulflile the 
Lay 1 in his Life, and made Sattsfacticg t Di- 
vine Juſtice by 1b Death, and yet 18 he flight- 
ed and dite ed by fi finful Nortals? *Shaltwe 
thro” Pride 9g 8 Heart difclaim 't the Redecmers 


| Dart 3y 
erits and t. truſt to ta our own imperfect Vertices 


8 15 our juſtifying Rig Righteguſneſs} 0 O the "Bakkneſs, | 


ia 


the Blindneſs, . e Man! * Well 
a Arad due Fo Yap Hot 90 


Lor 


* Us 4. 


8 ape edt your Were 
. | 5 aud mine, if this oral a 2 
by, ug. /Awike, © Chriſtians, "tak 
don't. by.” Jour careleks 'Diſregar 
yourſelves the Son, & Gp a N 
not the Nails ſtill deeper; force pe 
ſtill farther 1 into his bleeding side! 
lf hore our Sins. an his 25 | 6, 
| Tree”. ©. then add dot to the too, 8 5 
Load, by continuing 3 in open Rebelnön, 6517 
indulging a fecret Alienation of Mind: Be 7 


reconciled unto bim. F Seek him "vith) your 


44/7 0 


whole Hearts, Loy wh. 
him Kaithfully, An 
from hey to Day.. rid ahh 
1 55 if the Salvation revealed in th 00 0 
| ſo exceeding | precious; if it is of bach nk 
Kew, Importance to our, Happineſs beyond th 
Grave, methinks we ſhould be deſirous of « en- 
quiring how we mult be be m made Partakers of the 
Benefits thereof ? Ts it any where fald Lp 


AN *+4.#1 


tell of his e 


The Scripture | is mol dear to the cot 
How 
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iy Faiths When prepely vader. by 
Faith alone; withvat® the Deeds of the Law. 
Or; in other-Words; By our cordial Acceptance. 
genauen Hundred Terre ago - Jeius:' Chriſt 
Aronement for Iniquity, Tranſgrefſion and 
Sin; and Faith, like an Hand, or Inſtrument, 
receives, accepts? relies upon, and rejoices in 
this full, free Salvation. This Truth is of the 
very laſt Importance in the Goſpel Scheme. 
With ſtrict Propriety it is called, The Mat of 


a ſtanding, or faltirig Church, and the grand 


Bulwark aginit the Errors of the Church of 
Rome. Let us then coolly conſider whether it 
is a Doctrine of Seripture, or not. If . 10 
true and important, it muſt be elearly revealed 
and eaſy to be underſtood, by a Mind thät is 
hambly and earneſtly. ſeeking after Nothing 
but the Truth as it is in Jeſus. For G0 ex- 
pects no Impoffibilities from his Creatures, 
If at any Time he requires dur Belief of 
Things hard to be 2 he gives us E. 

vuidence 


had preved the whole World. Sees and Gar | 


. r a d 00 
_ Afliftance of tus Haly: Spirit *hο enable us 
perſorm what he commands. TN eee 
dne tho falls chorr of Salvation,/be comdered | 
| a CT 


mall he opped :: 20 t 1% þ 
- Japan gi v2 EY e e 


tt After bt. Naul, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 


tilt, io be under Sin, he drawys this Cangluſion, 
Therefore by the Deeds f the Lam the 

| all no Fleſh be juſtifiod in his Sight, .d 
having. in the following: Venless nent 
be eee ae ad mut be juſtified, he agaly 
draws this Concluſions ;* Therefore; ve cm 
Me: that 4 Man #uſtificd by Faith without 
the, Needs of the Jaw. 9 0 of yi 8s tit; 
ved! there is aux, Meaning in che. A YO 
Regſaning th theſe Concluſions aſlgrt the 
trine of Juſtification by.Faith, alone, Jn, 
Hod of Chriſt. The one is l the on 
thar is poſſitive. | The 995 ſays, We Rd 


32019147 


( 


jurtified by Puch. The one fejectso tit ſaiſt 
Foundatigg f the batten liner enn ng 


are Law; the — | 
NE cereal f. . (nlv CT md 


if we attend to Hf C 6F 
Without Pürtiality at Prejudice; we fan 


diſcover chat fie ecludes rhe Works of UH 


moral, 45 Well as the Deeds of the cerebmal 


Law, in the Affair of a Sinners \ Juſtification 8 


before GB In ſhewing Nowy the Gardles 


remoniaf Be, ef the 'Fows” becauſe they were 


es of the moral Law, che Laweof Nature, the 


common to, and equally binding upon, eber 
melancholy Catalogue of Heathenzſh; M Heh 
theniſh did 1 ſayꝰ Of. Chriſtian Crimes: 
And even as they did not like to retaim Gun 


— ue ohe, bre Wee 


were to Be jtiſtiffecl and ſuwed, he eduldimor 
with any Propriety apptal top or from, ch 


never under it's Power and Dominion And 
therefore we find him accuſing chem of Heut 


Law of the Ten Comivittidments; whith ure 


"0 wa 


diters, Haters of Gon, 
ers, Inventers of evil Things, ; diſobedient 2, 

Parents, without Underſtanding, Covenants 

breakers, without natural Affection, impl. 
ble; anmercifal· 7 £15 RA Si 
No if the Genziles were never under the e. 
monial Law, and if in theſe Mords they are ani 

charged with Tranſgreflions-againſt the mor 
Law, we muſt allow; that if they were juſliied 
by Faith without the Deeds of the Lax, ĩt muſt 
be by Faith without the Deeds ee 
. ch for the Gentiles. 185 oi Totes 
Let us next conſider the ns of the, Jour 
; If the Apoſtle appeals to the Law of the ge 
Commandments: If he repeatedly chargesthem ' 
with Breaches of That, and of That alone: | 
| If he never once mentions, when ſpeaking 
theNatureof Juſtifietion, the ceremonialLy 


ot 


* 


| | 7 * 
— . 
of the caremoninh, and werf meg AA nÞ 

moral: Then I think it muſt be allowed, that | 
the Apoſtle means to eſtahliſh the Doctring of 
Juſtafication- by Faith in Chriſt, withaut the 
Deeds of the moral, or any other Law oa 

em.. eee eee, 4 
. Behold, thau art called a Jeu, an 
in \ the Law, and makeſt thy Boaſt af Gans and 
knoweſt his Will, and approveſt the Things 
that are more excellent, being inſtructed out 
of the Law, and art confident that thou thy- 
elf art a Guide af che Blind, a Light of them 
that are in Darkneſs, an Inſtructer ↄf the 
Foolith, a Tegcher of Babes, which haſt the 
Form of | Knowledge and of the Truth in the 
Law. Thou therefore hich teacheſt another, 
teacheſt thou nat thyſelf Thou that pręacheſt, 
Man ſhould not ſteal, daft. thoy, ſteal! 
Thou that ſayeſt, a Man ſhould not commit 
Adultery, doſt thou commit Adultery? Thou 
that een 2 thou n Sacri- 
lege? 


en can * more W chat that the 
3 | Apoſtle © 
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Polti ines — — 


| patiohs'ts the more! Liv: of Song asd ft 


the Cerems G. . 11 K. 88 Þf "op 
Again. . We have before pro d both 0 


and Gen Hs, "thilt” they art e at e 
Whit- Sin? Sins 6f tlie cerembhial Yay 


No: Under Sins of the moral. . As it 18 Wit. 


4 ten, There is none rightebus, „no nat one: 


Their Thrbat is an open Sepulchres Mig 
their Tongues they have uſed Deceit; the 


for of Aſps"is undel their Lips: Wies 
Mouth is fall of urg and . Bitterneſs: 


Their Fect are fwift tö med Blood :* Mt 


is no Fear of God before their Eyes“. 1% 


This is fo the moral Law, or the Las of 


| the Ten Commandments. He then procends;! 


« Now dye know that vchat Things {geverighe 
Law faith ”*** What Law? The moral I 


juſt mentioned: «Tt faith to them that are mn. 
der the Law); that every Mouth may be Rop- 
ped, and all the World become {guilty tbeſon 
Gop. Therefore by the Deeds of tlie Lan 
there ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified in his Sight! 
For by the Law is the Knowledge of bin 

CES! . T Now 


( 


m ir be ti chat by the cerempninl 1 
is (the Knowledge of Sin? By e * 
ma. of" ig N HHU Mee en 
The Apoſtle: finiſhes: hie 645608 With 
cheſe remarkable Words i © Do we then make 
void the LA. through Faith? Oon forbid: 
Vea, we eſtabliſh the Law) . What Law did * 
he eſtabliſi The ceremonial Law Not the 
ceremonial, but the moral: For the ceremoni- 
al Law, upon the Coming of Chriſt, vas fulfil- 
led,and edc ede e the moral Law is eter- 
in its Obligations and ſhall never be abo- 
hed. 2 — therefore with the Apoſtle 
that, we are juſtified by Faith without the 
Deeds of eee ee as the ee 
Law. a r 1 Uv ors N 
It is ene than probable: that ſome — 
fone may object, that St. Fames affirms» quite 
the contrary to what I have ben: endeaor- 0 
ing to eſtabliſn? eli 1 N 3 
His Words are theſe: 7 6 What Joth it pro- 
fit, my Brethren, though a Man ſay he hath 
Faith and hath not Works? Can Faith ſave 
him? If a Brother or Siſter be naked and deſ 
1 2 titute 


e 
ite ay ty Peel enge fees 
thertf,” Depart im Peace, be you r u 
fed: Notwithſtanding ye give them "we 
thoſe Things which are neräfub ue die Body, 
what" doth it profit? Even © Faith; if it hit 


not Works; is dedd, | being dlovie, Tea u Mu 


may fay, Thou haſt Faith; and I hne Works: 
- Show me thy Faith without thy Works; and 
1 win ſher thee my Path by my With. 
Thou betieveſt- that there is ono Cob j"thin 
doſt wellr The Devils alft believe, undd tem. 
bh. Bür Wit chou kw; O Un Mü Un 


Paitk witheut Works is dead? Was hot . 


bum, our Pather; juſtified by Works, when he 
had offered Vans, his Son, upon the Alttr) 
geeſt thou how Faith wrought with his Work 
and by Works was Faith made perfect? And 
the Seripture was fulfifled which faith; Av 
bum believed Gop, and it was imputed unde 

- him for Righteouſneſs: And he was" called 
the Friend of Gov, Ye ſe then how that by 
Works « Man is juſtified, and not by Fuitli du 

_ - Hereis, without Doubt, a ſteming Contratis 
tion between the two Apoſtles, St. Paw th 


nm O5 mm & Kb 
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7 D 
Gaines = Man is. juſtifecd hy Faith. glans; © 
vithout-the Dords,of the Las. St- gn aft 
ums that a Man is juſtified. by Works, and 
not by Faith, only. N.] if we believe e 
Seriptures 10. bo the Word- vf Gm ue re 
ſure ons Part muſt be conſiſtent path another. 
For the Spirit o Truth, cannot he the Author 
of, Contradictions, Ho then ſhall we make = 
tnem both ſpeak the ſame glorious and har- 
monious Truth? How n we I * 
apparent Contradiction? £463 
Thus. St, Poul, in his Epiſtles to th 1 
mans and Galati ant, diſputeth againſt thoſe ho 
attribute Juſtification to Works alone, or partly 
ta Faith, and partly to Works. 8t. James 
diſputeth againſt thoſe who condemn gOο 
Works, as the neceſſaty Fruits of ſaving Faith. 
St. Pau ſnewyeth the Cauſes: of Juſtification: 
St. James the Effects. St. Paul declares how 
we are juſtified: | St. James how we are known. 
to be juſtified, St. Paul excludes Works as the 
Cauſe, the meritorious Cauſe, of Juſtification: 
St. James proves good Works to be the neceſ- 
ſary Effects of Bades. St, Paul proves 
| that 


 Fultiication: e — 


" nldifezilcd 29 i. ver... qioo. 484 xd 
| *:4/-takke this to be the true -state ef -theiChg: 
between the two Npöſtles; if ſe the ObjeRtith 
vaniſhes,” and StD Yume as well as: St; Paul bes 
comes an Advocate for that go6d:' old "Way; 


Faith in Chriſt, as the alone Cauſe of our qu 


 rlitation'and efernnSalvition, 0 © 4174. 
One other Argument from che Abſurdityj df 


cerning the Nature of Juſtification. To juſ⸗ 
tiſy is an Act of Gop; hereby a Perſon is pars 
donecl. and received into the; Divine Faser 
Before Juſtification! then; a Perſon's Sins nat 
not: pardoned, nor is he in Favor will 
Gon. And if his Sins are not pardoned, ing 
his Ferſon in Favor with God, to be. ſure hi 
Actions can't be pleaſing and acceptable th" 


Go: © They cannot be legally good Wortes 


They are ke the Actions ef à Man uid 


gentence of Condemnation;” who is dead in 


Law.” Jo talk therefore of being juſtified by: 
t 3 Works 


Works neceſſarily fullow in all dem chaten 


the Thing itſelf may determine the Point con. 


| 000). | 
Avi Wind omit be/Fulllibbefebriats ho 
can do an Action legally good? Myolverds 
Abſardity: If l d make the Tree Barepoel 
Fruit, wlule the Te atfepis Bad ιοι 
To the abowe Neaſonsw²e A0 
lowing Examples ce to e . 115 roofs nf 
he "is vans! ee 
ous for His Viltanie" fe wieſſefdn 
not only the Lawg*6f i a 5 wal 
Laws of tk Code,” inf, 4 
Juſtice akmänclelk * —.— 105 
Ou 


hended, artaigh A e I 2 89235 155 ; 


; 8 1 5 44 
and condemned to be crut 
bleeding 1 upon the Croſs he cries rt — 
«Lord, remember me When thou Hart 
into | thy Kingdom What" Anfeef dete the * 
expiring Saviour" make? r days lh he: 
ſhalt thou be with" me in Parächce“ Note 
the Criminal ö Was Aicher ſaved, "or he Was“! not: 


If he was not "Hyed, 1 the Words "of Jeſus w 8 
falſe; If he Was faved, it was Hos by F aith, 
or by Works: And if he had no bete 
good Works to produce, as from the Cifchm m- 
ſtances of the Story it appears lie bad not, 


then 


lone in Jeſus; the Redeemer: Faith was che in, 


( 
then he man} br Julified and: and by Fam 


ſtrumental. ae eee 
meritorious Cauſe ot his Salvation;! '-- +1111) 
. Avather —— Kindwe tn 
7 in the 16th. Chapter of A - 4 ore! 
When Faul and Silas were at Pluie presch. 
ing the Goſpel, the Multitude roſe. again 
thew, 0 and carried them before the Magis 
trakes, who grdered them to be ſcourged and 
call. Into Pri on. e as Paul and 


on of 80 Priſon, threw open the 7 4 — — 
| looſed the Chains of the Priſoners. The Jak 
OF, awaking from his Sleep, and ſeeing N 
| Priſan Doors open, thought the Priſoners hal 
made their Eſcape: Whereupon he drew, bi 
Sword, and was going to kill himſelf; when 
Paul, admoniſhed by the Spirit. cried with 
loud Voice, © Do thy ſelf no Harm, we are fl 
here ”. Immediately the Jailor called for 4 
Light, ſprang 1 in, came trembling, and falling 


down before. Paul and Silas, cried out, ” Sith 
what 


(299). 


dat hit 7 do to be ſaved”? 72525 
What Anſwer does the FE a f . 
Does he bid him go and perform a ound of 


digious Duties, as : the Foundation ör⸗ his 


Pardon, and AccepriHee? This would" Habe | 
he n ſmall Comfort to an | awakened Conttetence. | 


Does he bid | him give all nis Goos 16 bed tie 2 
Poor, and then, he ſhoufd be fave?” We} 
Like a wiſe M aRer-builder, tre Tays'ths * Sits 
dation bf his 180 aths upon Paith in Chen; 
Ind then tears the benutiful-Fabrick of got 
orks, and erangelical Obedience. *<B@ievs 
on the Lord Jeſs Chriſt? and thou ſhalt be 
aved, and thine Hotſe® 2:1 e 0994s 919429 
After tlie Apoſtles had given him this An- 
| wer, they fake tthto him the Wordlof the 
Word „and to all that were in then Houſe) 
ey inſtructed the Family no daubt /h this 
whole Nature of the Memod of Salvation by 
Jeſus Christ „And the Faito? tone the, Apel 
tles the fame Hour of the Night, and waſlled 
their Stripes, and AS baptiſed; he and all his, 
ſtraigitway. Afid when he had brüught! them: 
into his Hou he ſet Meat betore them, and 

n ee 29999 che eigen. 


T 0 | og 

| rejoiced, beliexing 1 in 'G6p with 3 in in vis 
| See how bis F aith wrought by Love, nd by 
Works was Faith made perfect. Fat 25 th with 


7 


out Works! is dead, being alone 7 dos. 
Let us now ſuppoſe the Jailor had died oon af. 
ter he was baptized: Either he would have been 
| ſaved, or he would not. If he would 1 not har 
been ſaved, the Apoſtle's Declaration to > hin 
was falſe. If he would have been fayed, it was 
en Faith, or by Works. It could not ke 
by good Works, ſince he was ſo far, from be 
ing a good Man, that he had but a lite 
before been guilty of Scourging the Ser- 
vants of the living Gop, and of .intentio- 
nal Self Murder. He muſt therefore have 
been juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds of 
the Law. Agreeable to this View of the N. 
ture of Juſtification are the Words of | the 
Apoſtle: By Grace ye are ſaved, through 
Faith; and that not of yourſelves; it is. the 
Gift of Goo: Not of Works, leſt any Man 
ſhould boaſt: For we are his Workmanſhip, 


created” in ' Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, 


which Gop hath before ordained that we 
_ ſhould 


(453) 


ſhould walk in them / And again: Now to 
him that workethz is the Reward not reckon- 
ed of Grace, but of Pebt. But to him that 
worketh not, but delieveth on him that juſtifi- 
eth the Ungodly,.. hy n * counted ** 
Rishrronlneſ sn. 
I any Perſon; ould. dowby, whether thi 
View of che Nature: of Juſtification, and. Sala 
tion, 'which, 1 have given, is agreeable to the 
Dodtrines of the Eftabliſhment, let him turn 
to the eleventh Article of Reli gion, and he 
wilbread us: We are accounted righteous 
before Gon, only for the Merit of our Lord 
* and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt, by. Faith, and not 
« for our own; Works, or Deſervings. | Where- 
fore that we are juſtified by Faith only, us 
« a moſt wholſome Doctrine, and very full of 
« Comfort 
The Homily: on Juſtification ſpeaks the fume 
Language, only more clear, if poſſible, than 
the Article already read. a 
This is the Ordinance, or Appointment of 
« Gop, that they who believe in Chriſt ſhould 
* be ſaved without Works, by F aith only, free- 
U 2 « ly 


ä 

| iy rebel receiving Remiſlion of ache Sia On, 
« fider”! diligeritly--theſs Werds; Within 
Works, by Faith only, "freely: we+-teutibe 
E Kemüſſten of our Sits - What: can 'Þe ſpo. 


ken mote plainly,” than to ſay; That frech 


cc without Works, by Faith only, % 0btain 
«-ReihifMon of Gur Sins Theſe, and othe; 
« like Setitences, that we be juſtined by Pail 
© only, freely, and without Worksg u do bl. 
ce tentimes read in che bet and moftantieit 


« Authors, 7% 12 314 11710 29313 r 1 
"Theſe Werde — Wegs muocli Like to 


thoſe of the Apoſtle Paul above: quoted; und 
are eertaily not meant to exelude boot | 


Works as unneceffary in any View, but Im- 
ply as the Cauſe meritorious of -our"Jaſtifica- 


tion and Salvation. 11 HE, 


The Subſtance of what has been ſaid is this: 


We are all Sinners, | and eonſequentiy in a 
state of Condemnation. Jeſus Chriſt has fuk 
filled the Law of Gop in his Life, and made 
Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice for our Tranſ- 


greſſionz by his Sufferings and Death: " By 


** the Myſtery of his' holy Incarnation;' by his 
| « holy 


8 (355) 
. by bis Bapy 
tiſm, Faſting and Temptation; by his Ago- 
„ny and bloady Sweat i by bis Croſß and Pals 
« fron; by his prerious Deathand-Burialz by 


his glorious Reſurtectian and Aſcenſn n 


even by all tliaſe together,. | comfidered ag On 
grand Aggregate, Jeſus Chriſt has aecompliſti 
ed the Balyntion of, Mankind, and the Merit 
heveof art made anrs: by: n the 
Deeds. of the La] w. 51 % nt og ect 
This is:whatiwe have a. 
whether we have ſuccerded or not, is left to 
che Jadgments) = this. add and npartig 

Auel lf 20 elm 2h 9dr or rod lt 

Men, Dede 1 1 Face, 1 Fe 

give me your Attention a little longer, till we 
apply the Doctrine to practieal | Purpoſes, 
Though Jeſus Chriſt has, wrought out an ever. 
laſting Salvation for his People: - Though: he 
has long ſince finiſhed the Work Gop gave 
him to do, and is now exalted at the right 
Hand of the Majeſty on high; yet all is not 
done. Though the Work is done for us, there 
remains Something to be done in us. Though, 
5 when 


"try. „ 
when Jeſus bowed his -ſacred:Hoad;/ and rib 


aloud; * Tt is: finiſhed”; though then he lum WY ©! 
was fulfilled, and Juſtice ſatisſied: Vet of 
| the Office of the Holy Spirit to ſanctify all the BY n 
children of Go His Office it is, *to-enlight- P. 


en our Underſtandings, to ſubdue our unruly 
Wiſte, and to mortify our corrupt and depra. 
ved Affections. His Office it is, to convine 
us of Sin and to convert us unto Rightequſ- 
neſs; to take of the Things of Jeſus, and 
ſhew them unto us. His Office it is to WF 
in us true Repentenoe, to regenerate our. Soul 
to strengthen us for all holy Obedience, and 
in ſhort, to make us meet for the Inbox 
of the Saints in Light. 26G dg 
May 1 ſuppoſe that this is 0 a 
Being I am almoſt a Stranger amongſt you, dea 
Charity oblige me to take for granted that evei j 
Perſon in this Aſſembly is a true Believer? In 
ſo numerous a Congregation, is there 10 
one that is ignorant of the hidden Life of 3 
Chriſtian? Alas! we know Mankind too well: 
The utmoſt Stretch of rational Charity cannot 


think it. If therefore, Brethren, there are anf 
bh; 


(iy) 
of you, who have never been ſo far convinced 
of Sin; as to come toiGop,/ as repenting Crimi- 


nals, as returning Prodligäls, or as the humble 
Publican, crying, Go be merciful unto me 
a Sinner; aſſure yourſelves, you have, as yet) 
neither Part nor Lot in the Salvation of the 
Redeemer. None but the weary and heavy 
laden want; ſeck, or find, Reſt. None but 
thoſe that are Sick apply in Earneſt to the 
Phyſician : And none but thoſe that are deep- 
ly convinced of Sin, will ever ſubmit to be ſaved 
upon the Terms of the Goſpel: © The moſt 
moral Profeſſor, and the moſt abandoned De- 
bauchee ſtand upon the ſame Terms of Accep- 
tance” with Go. All have ſinned; and all 
that are ſaved, muſt be ſaved exactly in the 
ſame Way and Manner. The moral Chriſtian, 
it is true, will not have to anſwer for the Sins 
of the lewd: Profeſſor: But then, in Point of 
Acceptance with Gon, the one muſt renounce 
his Righteouſneſs; the other his wars; ow 
come, as Criminals, for a free Pardon. 

Brethren, ſuffer the Word of Wickoihtiteb. | 
Excuſe us if we are earneſt and importunate 
2 4 with 


« rg * 
8; dir you. We feebs ſineer-and hearty: 0 
cern for the Happineſs and Sabration: 95 


Fellow Creatures. If Jeſtis though den 
own) Life not too muck to give for ou Ra 
ſom, ſurely ĩt becomes us to lay it toy Hei 
arid give it ſome ſertdus Thought and Cor 
deration - If we were not redeemed with: 
tuptable Things, as Silver and Gold, but vt 
tio pretious Blood of | Chriſt, as of aL 
without Blemifh"and: without Spot; ſurely 
are called upon to mes 
our Calling and Hlection fare+" e 
Af, nottwithſtanding all chat Bis been to 
to ſave Mankind, the Righteous: feareely- 
 faved,'O e ou: the OP and the-$1 
ner appear! 5d vi.) is 
If the Wicked mall. be irh ine . 
and all the People that forget Gop; ſureſ 
Sirs, we ſhould examine whether: we are n 
ir that unhappy Number. 3 3:07 bort 
I we are each of us born in Sin; and 
Nature Children of Wrath: If we are depr® 
ec, fallen Creatures, an utterly unable 
help ourſelves, ſurely it highly concerns us, 


Cl 


Jp 


9 

ey Pightily unto. Gen for bis Holy Spirit, te 

benen nd fanctify our fallen Natures,” 
wy Death is coming on 75 It we muſt 

each of us ſhortly pay the Debt of Nature: If 


within a very little Time. We muſt be. doomed 
to our everlaſting, vnchongable, State, to eter-, 


is the higheſt Wiſdom to ſeek for, and f ſecure” 
an Intereſt 1 in, the Salvation of Jeſu us. In him 
there 1 18 plentequs Redemption, 2 and whoſoe-” 


2 . 


ver will, may come and take it freely, without, 
Money, ind without Price - Let me entreat 


you chen by all that is dear; 3 by all that is 


qr, Ph 


dear 1 in Time, or in Eternity, let me beſeech you, 
not to feject your owti Metcies, We may 


live thoughtlefs and unconcerned; but thought 
leſs and unconcerned we ſhall not die. Bè fe- 
rious then in Time. Live like the Redeemed of 
the Lord. In all your Diſtreſs look unto Jeſus, 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, Let his 
Obedience be your juſtifying Righteouſneſs: His 
Death, your Ranſom: His Example, your Pat · 
tern, whereby to ve and converſe among Men. 
There is a Weh Sort of Haking between 
ee | ; Ef two 


va. 


b 


two Opinions among the' Genet ry or Ct 
tians. Religion does not ſeem to poſſeſs the 
whole M an, even of thoſe who ptofeſs "them- 
ſelves religious. But how is this Corfiliſtent 
with Reaſon, with Sinceri 8 or with the fol. 
lowing ; Paſſages of Holy fit? & Thou fiat 
| love the Lord thy Gop with all thy Hear 
with al thy Mind. with all thy Soul, and you 
all thy Strength. Strive, i L. e. agonize, co 
tend, ſtruggle, to enter in at the ſtrait oy 
for many will ſeck to enter in, and ſhall not 
be able. Whatſoever thy Hand findeth to do, 
do it with all thy Might; for there. i is no 
Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor "Wi 
dom in the Grave, whither thou goeſt. Won 
out your own Salvation with Fear and, Trem- 
bling. I beſeech you by the Mercies of Gov 
that you preſent Yourſelves a living Sacrifice 
holy, acceptable unto Go D, which is your res 
ſonable Service ”. 

No if theſe Texts of Scripture. have an 
Meaning in them, they imply an earneſt, ſtes- 
dy, vigorous Endeavor”, to add to our Faith 
Virtue, and to Virtue, Knowledge; and u 
| Knowledge 


(ů137 


Knowledge, Temperance ;- And W 
Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſs;" and to 3 
Gollineſs, Brotherly-Kindneſs;' ; and to "Bro 
therly-Kindneſa; Charity ol 57 off trat. 

Let then the gay, unthinking Sons and 
Daughters of Pleaſure content themſelves with 
their Tinſel and their Plumes; let them enjoy 
the Things of Senſe and Time; let them neg- 
lect and diſpiſe a little longer the ſublime De- 
lights of © Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt”: We know that Gop is 
not"mocked, and whatſoever a Man ſows, that 
ſhall he alſo reap: He that ſows to the Fleſh, 
ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption: But he 
that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the _ 
reap Life everlaſting ”. 

Wherefore, my dear Brethren, © gird up the 
Loins of your Mind ”; lay aſide every Incum- 
brance; © be ſober ond hope to the End, for 
the Grace and mighty Glory, that is to be 
brought unto you at the Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt: As obedient Children, not faſhion- 
ing yourſelves according to your former Luſts 
and Inclinations in the State of your Ignor- 
1 ance 


wf Rah wales ys holy; ſo, he 
nin Al Manger. af; Honxerſatianz : Becauſe. i 
is written, Be ye holy, far I AON 1. 
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Marriage b honorable, ven — 
8 + nh R M 0 N. 


A happy Marriage has in it all the Pleaſures of Nend- — 
„ ſhip, all the Enjoyments of Senſe and Reaſon, and in- 
„ deed, all the Sweets of Life. Nothing is a greater 
Mark. of a degenerate and vicious Age, than the com- 
mon Ridicule which paſſes on this State of Life. It 
« js, indeed, only happy in thoſe who can look down 
« with Scorn or Neglect on the Impieties of the Times, 
« and tread the Paths of Life together in a conſtant uni- 
« form Courſe of Virtue. . | SPECTATOR. 


All Bread is ſweet to a Whoremonger; he will not leave 
« off till he die. A Man that breaketh Wedlock, ſaying 
« thus in his Heart, Who ſeeth me? I am compaſſed 
« about with Darkneſs, the Walls cover me, and no 
„Body ſeeth me, what need I to fear, the Moſt-High 
will not remember my Sins? Such a Man only fear- 
eth the Eyes of Men, and knoweth not that the Eyes of 

the Lord are ten thouſand Times brighter than the 

Sun, beholding all the Ways of Men, and conſidering 

the moſt ſecret Parts“. Fo 


Wist Som or SikAcH. 
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The Prayer before Sermon. 75 


3 Almighty Lord | and | Everlaſting. Gov, 


+ CIT 


whoſe bleſſed. Son, Was manifeſt: ed that 
e might deſtroy the Works, of the Devil, and 
ike us the Sons of Gop, and Heirs of  eter- 
al Life; grant us. we beſecch thee, that hav- | 
g this Hope, we may purify ourſelves, even 
he is pure; that when he ſhall appear a- 
in with Power and great Glory, we may be 
nade like unto him in his eternal and glori- 
us Kingdom. To this End ſucceed the 
eans of Grace we now enjoy. Inſpire our 
reaſts with an earneſt Deſire of knowing 
nd of doing thy whole Will. Fill our 
inds with juſt, loyal, and honorable. 
houghts of Gop; and with Harmony, Peace, 
d Good-Will towards one another. May 
earing, Adultery, Fornication, Lying and 
ering, ceaſe from among us. May Ex- 
tion, unjuſt Dealing, and Exceſs in all its 
inds, be known no more. And may Truth, 
ſtice, Integrity and Uprightneſs, reign, pre- 
ii and flouriſh.” May we live as the Re- 
Ee + _ deemed 
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we die the Death of the Righteous. 8 


unte him that i 1s able to ke us from fa 
and to preſent us faultleſs, In and | 
e the Preferice of h 
ing Joy, be Honor and Dominion, Maße 


ant N for ever and ever. Amen. 1. 
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am very Kuftble 0 Chriſtians, that the 
1ę Subject theſe words lead us to treat upon 

is rather of a delicate Nature. To infiſt up- 
on it, is, in qur Opinion, neceſſary; but to 
ſpeak in fach a Manner ' as not to 1 Juſt 
Offence to the Ear of "Chaltity;" Natter of 


Ridicule to the unclean and brieigf Soul; and 
ſo as may be of Uſe. to the Tongreßeliön WO 
neral; is not ſa caſy "as by ſome may Tinh | 
gined. This one Thing bowevet we would 

aſſure you. off, and it 15 what we would with 
vou ever to retain in Memory, That t. A1 out 
Diſcourſes are meant to do good; . 85 cher 
the ſtraying Soul of it J Da j to awaken 

the F ormaliſt to ſee the Folly of is elfi 


teous 


; * 
bn 92 
* »4 


(arp), 
teous Deperdance; to comfort, caution, „en- 
in the narrow, peaceful Way of Righteoul. q 
neſs and trye Holineſs; and thus, at laſt, to 
preſent you pure, ſpotleſs, faultleſs, before the 
Preſence of the Gyine Glory, ith exceeding 


1 eee i ee y 
This, Aye, Ul bor bie Deſign) in 
preaching the Goſpel among you. For this, 
for this alone, in a public Capacity, We de. 
ſire to live. To this, by the Grace of f Gon, 105 
all other Things do and ſhall give way. For 
your Sakes we defire to ſpend and be ſpent, | 

though we are well perſuaded, the more Paing 
we are at for your Salvation, the leſs, ſhall we. 
de eſteemed by many. But, Thanks be to 
 Goy, none e of theſe Things move us, nei“ 
ther count we our Lives dear un to ourſelves, 
fo that ye may finiſh our Courſe. with Joy, 
and the Miniſtery, which we have received of | 
the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the : 
Grace of Gop ”. bag * 
Chriſtianity i is by no Means confined to one 


partial View of Things. No: 1 contains a 
"complete. 


: * 


4 


complete and finiſhed | Sym of Doctrines and 
Morals. All that is neceflary to be believed; 
whatever is neceſſary to be done, is taught 
with a Perſpecuity and Plainneſs levelled” to 
the meaneſt Capacity. © AS DOLL G10 
The Doctrine contained in the Text is en 


tirely of a practical Nature, and by no Megin 


of the leaſt Importance among thoſe made 


known to us in the Pages of ' Inſpiration. 
« Marriage is honorable in all, and the Bed 


Aindefiled;- but WING” and AGE 
rers God. will judge. woe 
I have not choſen theſe Word ur of 0 

idle Curioſity of ſaying Something from them 
out of the common Way; but becauſe 1 am 
fully convinced there is great Need, upon this, 


as well as upon other Subjects, to ery aloud 


A 


and not to ſpare; - to lift up our Voice like a 
Tr and to ſhe you your Tranſgreſſi. 
ons ”, in this Reſpect as well as others, *and 


_ point out to you your Sins“. 


Let us enter upon the Subject. 1 
„When Go Almighty created the B | 
World he was ATE to form at firſt, perhaps 


rel | | an 
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an innumerable Multitude, thauſands of 
thouſands, and ten thouſand Times ten thou- 


ſand. And this., becauſe they were created 


with Natures jacapable. of propagating their 
own Kind. But when the ame al-powerful 
Being ſpoke our W orld into, Exiſtenge, he was 
pleaſed .to.,pocged. inge Hmewbat, different 
Manner. Inſtead of forming at firſt a count. 


less Number: of rational Beings, he made hut 


two, the Male and his Female; Each of them 
with rational Souls codowed ;- each of them 
perfectly of the ſame Nature, Species, or Kind; 
but varying in their Formation for: the ſole 
' Purpoſ=-of propagating the buman Ra. 
80s formed was the firſt happy Pair; ſo for» 
med have:fince been all their Sons and Daugh 
deere, that Nature ſacretiy, yet powerfully, con- 
ſtrains them to ſeck the Gratification af Dar 


five... d pch however is che Wiſdom, and ſuch 


the ſupreme Gooduels of par Creator and Gee 


vernor, that he has made ſufficient Proviſion 


by which even: theſe may be gratified, in per 
fect Harmony with che Will of Gap, the 
Good of Society, auff the Happineſs of all the 
| Individuals of the Sons of Men. Having 


— A 71 ̃pPf . ̃æʒ/ęq/ . ot. 
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Having formed. our firſt Parents in a State 
of comparative Perfection, Gop was pleaſed 
to inſtitute the Ordinance of Matrimony. 
The Woman, we are aſſured, 1s Bone of 
Man's Bones, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, and was 
called Woman, becauſe ſhe was taken out of 
Man. Therefore ſhall a Man leave his Fa-. 
| ther and his Mother, and ſhall cleave unto his 
Wife; and they ſhall be one Fleſh.” This is 
the original Inſtitution. _ And it is worth 
while to obſerve, that Jeſus Chriſt is fo far 
from oppoſing, or altering the ſame, that he 
explains and confirms it in the cleareſt Terms. 
«© The Phariſees came unto him, tempting 
him and faying, Is it lawful for a Man to put 
away his Wife for every Cauſe? He an- 
ſwered and ſaid unto them, Have ye not read 
that he who made them at the Beginning, 
made them Male and Female? And faid, For 
this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave his Father and 
Mother, and ſhall cleave to his Wife ; and 
they twain ſhall be one Fleſh- Wherefore 
they are no more twain but one Fleſh, 

; | 8 


Ff : What 


— 
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What therefore Gop hath joined together, let 


not Man put aſunder ” 

Theſe Words of our * together with 
his Preſence and Conduct at the Marriage of 
Cana in Galilee, contain the ſtrongeſt Appro- 
bation and Confirmation of the- firſt matri- 
monial Inſtitution. Nor is any Perſon, or 
any Set of People upon Earth, excluded this 
Privilege, by the divine Laws, unleſs they 
chooſe to abſtain from Principle of Conſci- 
ence, or from Motives peculiar to themſelves. 
Vea, we are informed by the Apoſtle Paul, 
that it was to be one of the diſtinguiſhing 
Characteriſtics of Antichriſt, and of the 
grand Apoſtacy of the laſt Times from the 
Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel, to forbid 
Obedience to this divine Appointment. 
« Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expresſly, that in 


the latter Times ſome ſhall depart from the 6 
Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits and Doc- a 
trines of Devils; ſpeaking Lies in Hypocriſy, 1 


having their Conſcience ſeared with a hot 


Iron; forbidding to marry ”. 
This was to be the Doctrine of falſe Teach- ® 
ers; 


„„ 
ers; and at this Day is the Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, and of no other Chriſtian 
Church whatever; fo that the Prophecy of the 
inſpired Apoſtle is fulfilled, with an indu- 
bitable Application, before our Eyes. 

But notwithſtanding all the falſe Gloſſes 
and Perverſions of miſtaken, or deſigning 
Men, .the Law of Nature, the Law of Gop, 
the Laws. of all well regulated Societies, a- 
bundantly aſſure us, That Marriage is hono- 
rable in all Perſons, of every Rank and Deno- 
mination, when conjugal Fidelity is preſerved 
pure and inviolate. 


Hail wedded Love, myſterious Law, true Source 
Of human Offspring, ſole Propriety 

In Paradiſe of all Things common elſe. 

« By thee adult'rous Luſt was driv'n from Men 
Among the. beſtial Herds to range; by thee 
Founded in Reaſon, loyal, juſt, and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the Charities «Fj 
„Of Father, Son, and Brother firſt were known. 


<« Perpetual Fountain of domeſtic Sweets, © 
** Whoſe Bed is undefil d and chaſte pronounc'd- | 
<© Preſent, or paſt, as Saints and Patriarehs us c. 
Here Love his golden Shafts employs, here lights 


Ff > 4 His 
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4 flis conſtant Lamp, and waves his purple Wings, 
«« Reigns here and revels; not in the bought Smile 
Of Harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, unindear d, 
“ Caſual Fruition“. 


Thoſe Perſons then , who, 'under proper Cir- 
cumſtances, comply with the Inſtitution, act 


perfectiy agreeable both to Nature, and to di- 
vine and human Laws. Thoſe who ſeek the 


Gratification of their Defires in any other 


Way, act inconſiſtent with the Law of God; 

inconſiſtent with the Good of Society; incon- 
fiſtent with the Dictates of Reaſon and ' Con- 
ſcience; inconſiſtent with human Laws; . and 


quite contrary to the Cuſtoms and Practice 


of even the more enlightened Heathens.— 
But—* Whoremongers and Wr Gop 
will judge ”! 

Theſe awful Words are added as a Guard 
or Defence of the matrimonial . Inſtitution, 
For though the free Uſe of a Variety of Wo- 
men was winked at, and overlooked, becauſe 
of the Groſsneſs and Hardneſs of the People's 
Hearts, during the Patriarchal and Moſaical 
Diſpenſations; yet ſuch a Liberty was entirely 

inconſiſtent 


(224) 
inconſiſtent with the Deſign of the original 
Inſtitution, and is no longer permitted under 
the greater Light and Purity of the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. So that all who indulge to the 
Gratification of their carnal Inclinations, in 
in any other Way, than that of legal Matri- 
mony, are guilty of Uncleanneſs, Adultery, or 
Fornication. And we are aſſured in the moſt 
ſolemn, ſerious, and poſitive Manner, in dif- 
ferent Parts of the Word of -Gop, that none 
ſuch have any Share, or Inheritance, in the 
Kingdom of Chriſt and of Goo. 

Let us con- ſider a little further what the 
Scripture advances upon this Subject. 

The ſeventh Commandment is well known. 
„Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery”. This 
Precept, as explained by an infallible Expoſi- 
tor, does not merely extend to the outward 
Act, but even to the Thoughts and Intents 
of the Heart. Ye have heard that it hath 
been ſaid by them of old Time, Thou ſhalt 
not commit Adultery.—But I ſay unto you, 
that whoſoever looketh on a Woman to luſt 

| 4/6 
after 


Things as light Matters. 
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after her, hath committed Adultery with her 


GO in his Heart 

St. Paul to the Corinthians and Galatians 
is poſitive, that Uncleanneſs, in all it's va- 
nous Kinds, excludes the Soul from the Fa- 
vor of God, and the Joys of Heaven. Know 
ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of Gop? Be not deceived: 
Neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adul. 
teters, nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of them- 
ſelves with Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Cove- 


. tous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Ex- | 


tortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
Gop ”.—* Now the Works of the Fleſh are 
theſe; Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
Laſciviouſneſs &c. of the which I tell you be- 
fore, as I have alſo told you in Times paſt, 
that they who do ſuch Things ſhall not inhe- 
rit the Kingdom of Gop ”. 

O $irs, look not I beſeech you upon theſ: 
To be excluded, 
eternally excluded the only Happineſs in the 
Univerſe ſuitable to your immortal Nature, 


will be no ſmall Evil. The ſtill ſmall Vole 
| | 
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of Reaſon, Religion, and Conſcience, may be 
overcome for a Time by the Countenance of 
the World, and the Craving of the Paſſions, 
but it will be heard; the Time is coming when 
it will be heard. Fornication therefore, 
and all Uncleanneſs, or Covetouſneſs, let it 
not be once named amongſt you, as becometh 
Saints. Neither Filthineſs nor fooliſh Talk- 
ing, nor Jeſting, which are not convenient, or 
becoming. For this ye know that no Whore- 
monger, nor unclean Perſon; nor covetous 
Man, who is an Idolater, hath any Inheri- 
tance in the Kingdom of Chriſt and of Gop . 
Next Time then, O Sinner, next Time you 
are guilty of any criminal Indulgence; next 
Time, and every Time you commit the un- 

clean Act; next Time you pollute your Body, 
or defile your Lips with fooliſh, impure, un- 
chriſtian, unmanly Converſation. (and. how 
common is this even among thoſe who affect 
to call themſelves Gentlemen!) Remember, O 
remember, that the drawn Sword, of divine 
Juſtice is ſuſpended over your guilty Head. 

Remember, that you are ſelling your All, 
| ; 


(227) 


+ your eternal All—for what ? The Gratifica- 


tion of a vile Luſt. Remember that you are 
plunging yourſelf in endleſs Miſery and Ruin 
for what? Alas, for what! Tis a Shame 
even to mention what! 
As we have too much Reaſon to fear theſe 
Charges will find many guilty, there will of 
Conſequence be many Advocates among us 
for theſe criminal Indulgences. Some will 
ebe ready to object againſt what has been 
1 advanced, the gentle treatment of our Savi- 


our to the Woman who was . in : Adul- | 


ſs tery ”. 
I anſwer: 


ſame, or in ſimilar Reſpects, I would fay to 
you as was ſaid to her, Go your Way and 
ſin no more”. Thus, and thus alone you will 
find Mercy. But if, perverting this and ſuch 
. like Paſſages of Scripture, you perſiſt in any 
of theſe carnal Indulgences, and yet expect to 
find Mercy, you will find yourſelves , groflly 
and eternally diſappointed.” For whatever 
our overweening and deceitful' Hearts may 
ſuggeſt to the Contrary, Fr ns 

| | an 
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and Adulterers Gop* will ur and 


condemn. 


It is needleſs to inform you, oy Brethren, | 
that Scores of the young Women in this 
Town, have, at different Times, fallen a Prey - 


to the deceitful Arts of lewd, wicked, and de- 
ſigning Men. For ſome Time we have ob- 
ſerved this deſtructive Evil with deep Con- 


cern. What is ſtill more to be lamented; 


it ſeems to grow and increaſe more and more. 
The Infection ſpreads, rages, prevails. And 


though ſuch Enemies of Gov, and of all vir- 


tuous Society, can by no Means fully juſtify 


their immoral Conduct; yet a thouſand Arts 


are tried; the poiſonous and deſtructive Pill 
is carefully gilded over; the almoſt- yielding 
Fair-One is read a Lecture upon the Nature 
of Man, and the boundleſs Mercy of Gop. 


«* Gop is merciful. He is ſo good, ſo amia- | 


ble, ſo gracious and benevolent. a Being, 
that he will never. damn his Creatures for 
the Enjoyment of a Little forbidden Pleaſure 
© ſometimes, Beſides, Jeſus Chriſt hath died 
for Mankind; we are all imperfect Crea- 

Gg hs. tures: 
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« tures: © Gop has made us with Propenſities 


e of various Kinds; ; and why, if not to be in- 
« dulged? And after all, if there ſhould be 
*any Harm, there 1s Time 3 hereafter 
te to repent and amend ”. 

With ſuch Sophiſtry Al their conſcien- 
tious Scruples are lulled to ſleep. An horrid 
Victory is obtained over Virtue, Modeſty, 
Reaſon, Religion. With her much fair 
Speech ſhe cauſed him to yield, with the Flat- 
tering of her Lips ſhe forced him, He goeth 
after her ſtraightway as an Ox goeth to the 
Slaughter, or as a Fool to the Correction of 
the Stocks: Till a Dart ſtrike through his 
Liver, as a Bird haſteth to the Snare, and 
knoweth not that it is for his Life, Her 
Houſe is the Way to Hell, going c down to the 
Chambers of Death. 

Nay perhaps, as is common with People of 
Circumſtance, thoſe who are living in unlawful 
Commerce, will take another, and more plauſ- 
able Method of ſtilling the Qualms of, at 
leaſt, their own guilty Fears. Their Bounty, 
their Charity, their Humanity to the Diſtreſſ- 


ed, 
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ed, has Underſtanding, their Learning, their 
good Senſe, ſhall make Amends for this fa- 
vorite, this darling, this boſom Sin, They 
will flatter themſelves that toſſing Half-a- 
Crown now and then to 3 poor Perſon, will 
readily ſet all to rights. Hence they conclude 


themſelves at Liberty to debauch the Young,” 


the Simple, and Unwary. Hence Parents go 
mourning to their Graves for their unhappy 


Children. Hence Women, who are made 


after the Image and Similitude of Gop, are 
treated as the mere Conveniences of an Hour.— 
O my female Friends, methinks your Hearts 
ſhould burn with generous Indignation a- 
zainſt the Man, whoſe mean and ſordid Soul 
is capable of covering you with Shame, Re- 
proach, andeverlaſting Contempt!—Hence Je- 
louſy, Miſery, and Unhappineſs in Families. 
Hence Children are diſowned, neglected, and 
forſaken of their reputed Parents. Hence 
Ignorance, Debauchery and Wretchedneſs are 
propagated from Age to Age. Hence divine 
judgments a are inflicted upon Account of our 


Gg 2 national 


; (231) 


national and crying Sins. Hence the Ruin 
and Deſtruction of my Country! . 
Nor let this ſeem too bold an Aſſertion. 
The Hiſtory of Mankind is an undeniable 
Confirmation of the melancholy Truth. 
This has been the Caſe in all the great Empires 
of the World. Succeſs in War and profper- 
ous Trade, beget Riches and- Eaſe. Riches 
and Eaſe beget Luxury. Luxury begets De- 
baychery and Degeneracy of Manners. De- 
bauchery and Degeneracy of Manners beget 


divine Judgments. And divine Judgments | 


beget among Mankind, Weeping and Mourn- 
ing, Lamentation and Woe. | 

Oh Chriſtians, is there not ſome choſen 
+ Curſe, Some hidden Thunder in the Stores 
if of Heav'n, Red with | uncommon Wrath, to 
e blaſt the Man ”, who riots on the Spoils of 
injured Innocence, ſports with the Miſeries of 
his e qi and n his Coun- 
try's Ruin? 

Marriage, we have ſeen, is the ale RT 
ly appointed Means far. the Prevention of 
Adyltery, | Fprpication, and Uncleannefs. 

| ; And 


- 
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And every allowed Violation of Chaſtity ex- 
poſes the Violator to the N of Al- 
mighty G .. f 

A But— The Expences ating a i 
« State are ſo conſiderable that they do nat 
« fait your Fortune and Income; and there. 
« fore you are under che diſagresable Neceſſi- 
ty of living criminally *.. : u 
This Objection is founded in Pride of 


Heart, a Diſtruſt of Gop's Providence, and a 


Deſire of appearing ſuperior to what you real. 2 


ly are. It becomes ſuch Perſons to lower their 
8 Expences, and to ſubmit to live according to 
their Income, however ſimall that Income may 


be. N o Man, in this happy Country, i 18 obliged 


to live in Sin. No Man need want Food and Rai- 


ment, and all that is neceſſary for Life and God- | 
lineſs. And be it ever remembered, that Bread KEY 
and Water, with Peace, Love, Harmony, and 

Innocence, is better, even in this World far 

better, than all the Splendors of Royalty, with 
the Diſpleaſure of God, and a guilty accuſing 
Conſcience. - But if you had rather live crimi- 
nally, with Eaſe and Affluence, than marry and 


live virtuouſly j in a more humble Sphere; take 
this 
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this along with you—“ Whoremongers and 
Adulterers Gop will judge ”. 8 

Some who pride themſelves much upon 
their Birth, Rank, and Family, may probably 
look down with Contempt upon the ignoble 


| Vulgar, and object, That there is no great 
Harm in corrupting and debauching the 


_ * Daughter of a poor Perſon, whoſe Family 


and Connections make no great Figure in 
* the World: —If it were a young Lady of 
Family and Fortune that was to be ſeduced, 


e the Affair would then be of a "Ay WY 


« Nature”: 
We grant, that to ſeduce a Perſon of Fami 


ly and Fortune may be more deſtructive in its 
| Conſequences to Society and good Morals, be- 
. cauſe the Example of ſuch an one is more ex- 
tenſive i in its Influence. Beſides, it might ex- 
poſe the baſe Violator of female Modeſt y to 


PK the faſhionable Mode of making Satisfaction 
5+ of the Hazard of his Life—AIl which, he flat- 


| ters himſelf, are avoided in Attempts upon Per- 
ſons of more obſcure Characters. But give 
me Leave to aſk; —Is not a poor perſons 


Daughter, 
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Daugh ter equally valuable in the Eyes of an 
indulgent, though poor Parent, and equally 
precious in the impartial Eyes of Heaven? 
May we not further aſk ſuch ſophiſtical ſelf 
deceived Gentlemen, how they would bear to 
have a Wife, or a Daughter, of their own fe. 
duced, allured, undone? ' Ah Sirs! Such 
boaſted Superiority of Birth, Family, Riches, 
Honors, Reaſon, Learning and Underſtanding, 
is cheap, very cheap, in the Eyes of Gop, the 
ſupreme Intelligence. Better indeed is the hum- 
ble Cottage-Swain, who lives in Innocence, 
Obſcurity, and ſweet Simplicity, and who 
loves, obeys, and worſhipshis Gop, than all the 
Sons and Daughters of Pleaſure, Family and 
Reputation, who, by their private or'public 
Vices, render themſelves the Scourge of Man- 
kind, and the Peſts of all vittaous Society. 
You that are Fathers, you that are Mothers, 
you that are Parents to a riſing, blooming, 
beautiful Offspring, forgive 'me for ſpeaking 
fo plainly upon this delicate, yet important, 
Subject. My Heart pities your Diſtreſſes, and 
partakes of your Anxieties. One fatal Share, 
PEN} ar : p27 


(28s) 


one unguarded Moment, may prove the Ruin 


of your favorite Child; the Diſgrace of your 
virtuous Family. Men there are, who, for a 
momentary Gratification, would - rejoice to 


: pluck the blowing Roſe of Virgin-Modeſt 5 


—to cloth your Children with Shame, Re- 
proach, and/Bluſhing;— todrag them down to 
the Pit of Deſtruction - and to ſend you your- 
ſelves, with Tears and, Mouraing: Fernen 
to your. Graves. 


Say, my Brethren, are theſe, nd fach as 
theſe, the Favorites of Heaven, and the 


| Friends of Man? Many other Qualities they 
may have that are truly amiable and praiſe- 
worthy :—But ſhall: thoſe atone for Crimes 
like theſe? The better their Underſtanding; 
the more extenſive their Learning ;—the 


more conſpicuous their Rank ;—the greater the 
Crimes by them committed, and the more 


deteſtable the Men. —0 ye Parents, value, 


you can't too highly value, the Modeſty, the 
Innocence, the Virtue of your Children. | 


© While their Virtue, their Modeſty, their In- 


nocence, coupled with Humility, are preſerved, 


Ty 


the 


(236) 

they are, beyond Compare, the faireſt and 
moſt lovely Part of Creation. But theſe once 
betrayed—all is loſt. This World affords no 
Reparation. Twill be their higheſt Wiſdom, 
in a peculiar Senſe, to ſeek the Applauſe, the 
Approbation, and the Happineſs of Heaven. 


And to you, my young female Friends, 
what ſhall I more ſay? O prize your Inno- 


cence. Keep at the greateſt Diſtance from 
all looſe, immodeſt Behavior. Allow no 
Man to treat you with an unbecoming Fa- 
miliarity. Withſtand the Beginnings. The 
ſmalleſt Liberties are but ſo many Preludes to 
your future Ruin. An immodeſt Woman, is, 
of all God's Creatures, the moſt contemptible. 
And the Man -who wok. your Innocence. 
(and this is always done under the higheſt 
Profeſſions of Love and Regard) attempts to 
rob you of what, with every virtuous Wo- 
man, is dearer than Life. O then, my female 
Friends, prize your Innocence as the firſt Or- 
nament of your Sex. Prize your Innocence. 


But--you have been already guilty; and the 8 


Crimes that have been committed, cannot be 
H h recalled. 


(237 
recalled, What then muſt be done? Is 
your Cafe deſperate? Is there no Remedy? 


Is there no Place for Pity; none for-Pardon 
left? Yes: The Favor of Gop,—the Hap. 


pineſs of Heaven, —and a peaceful Confeience 
may ſtill be obtained. The Blood of Jeſus 


Chriſt is of ſovran Virtue, it cleanſes from all 


Sin. He has lived;—he has died;—he inter- 


ceeds on high;—he ſends his Spirit down, 
for theſe very Purpoſes. Seek then, O ſeek to 


de found in him; © not having your own 
Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that 


which is through the Faith of Chrift, the Right- 
eouſneſs which is of Gop by Faith. Re- 
nounce”, in Point pf Merit, your own both 

righteous and unrighteous Deeds”, and truſton 

him alone.—** Waſh.you,—make you clean, 

hut away the Evil of your Doings,—ceaſe to 
do evil,—learn to do well;—and though your 
Sins may have been as Scarlet, they ſhall be as 

white as Snow ; though they may have been red 

like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool ”.—Repent 

hike David; - weep like Peter ;—love like Mag- 

dalene; —live like the Redeemer of the World. 

| N but 


* 


(238) | 

But if inſtead of this you harden your Neck, 
perfiſt in your unclean Courſes, and live in 
Contempt both of divine and human Laws, 


your Caſe is deſperate. You will live pitied and 
* deſpiſed by the Virtuous and the Good: You 


will die in Diſgrace: You will riſe in Shame: 

You will be ftruck with ten-fold Confu- 
fion before the Bar of Goo. Be not deceiv- 
ed therefore; Gop is not mocked: For what- 
ſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 
For he that ſoweth to his Fleſh, ſhall of the 
Fleſh reap Corruption: But he that ſoweth 
to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap Life 
everlaſting”. 


Thi 


The Nature and Neceſſity of REGENERATION: 
A 


S E N W © I 
« We ſhall gain Nothing by our Applaudings and Praiſes 
« of Chriſt, without a renewed Nature. Nicodemns comes 
« with much Reverence ; gives Chriſt the Title of Rabbi; 
<< confeſſeth him to be ſent of Gop; owns the Divinity of 
« his Miracles. Chriſt doth not compliment him again; 
« takes no Notice of his Civility, but falls roundly to his 
« Work; acquaints him with the Neceſlity of Regenerati- 
“ on, without which he could not ſee the Kingdom of 
« Gop, notwithſtanding all his fine Praiſes of him. A 
« glavering, reverential Religion is inſignificant with Chriſt. 
A new Birth, a Likeneſs to Chriſt in Nature, a Con- 
« formity to him, is accounted by Chriſt an higher Eſti- 
« mation of him, than all external Applauſes given to him. 


“No natural Privilege under Heaven can entitle us to the 
Kingdom of Grace or Glory. Tis not our carnal 
Traduction from the beſt Man. Tis no natural Birth, 
« with the choiceſt Privileges, gives us a Right to either 
« of them. Tis a Birth of a higher Strain, from an 
« higher Principle; a Change of Nature, and a Removal 


from the old Stock ”. CHARNOCK, 
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The Nature * ede of RxozxERATION | 
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— Apinning nd Pr 5 
« of Chriſt, "without a renewed Nature. Nanda comes 

« with much Reverence ; gives Chriſt the Title of Rabbi; 

| «« confelleth him to be ſent of Gov; owns the Divinity of | 2 
« his Miracles. - Chriſt doth not compliment him gun; i 
« takes no Notice of his Civility, but falls roundly to his | 
« Work; acquaints him with the Neceſlity of Regenerati- 
« on, without which he could not ſee the Kingdom of 

| « Gov, notwithſtanding all his fine Praiſes of him. A 
« plavering, reverential Religion is infignificant with Chriſt. 
« A new Birth, a Likeneſs to Chriſt in Nature, a Con- | 
« formity to him, is accounted by Chriſt an higher E.. 
« mation of him, than all external Applauſes given to bim. 


« No natural Privilege under Heaven can entitle us to the 
Kingdom of Grace or Glory. *Tis not our carnal 
« Traduction from the beſt Man. 'Tis no natural Birth, 
« with the choiceſt Privileges, gives us a Right to either 
« of them, Tis a Birth of a higher Strain, from an 
higher Principle; a Change of Nature, and a Removal 


from the old Stock ”. | CHARNOCK, 
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The Prayer before Sermon. 
ALMIGHTY GOD, the Fountain f 
all Wiſdom; who knoweſt our Neceflities 
before we aſk, and our Ignorance in Aſking; 


grant that we being regenerate, and made thy | 
Children by Adoption and Grace, may daily be 


| renewed by thy Holy Spirit. Have Compaſ- 


ſion upon our manifold Infirmities, and diſ- 
poſe the Way of thy Servants towards the At- 


tainment of everlaſting Salvation. Bid Plea- * 


ſure, Diſſipation, and worldly Care depart; and 
cauſe a ſolemn Seriouſneſs to poſſeſs all our 
Minds. O may we ever be mindful, that we 
are bound by all the Ties of Duty, Love, and 
Gratitude, to obey, implicitely to obey, thy 
holy, juſt and good Commands. May thy 
Preſence be with us; may thy Bleſſing be upon 
us, and attend the Word now to be ſpoken: 
And may it pleaſe Thee to cleanſe and purify 
the Thoughts and Inclinations of all our 
Hearts, by the Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may be enabled perfectly to love Thee, 
and worthily to magnify thy holy Name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our-Lord. 


Our Father &c. 
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11 
MEN, BRETHREN, and FATHERS, 


AM about to lead your Meditations to aSub« 
ject of infinite Importance : To a Sub- | 

ject as clearly revealed in the Bible, as — 

within the Compaſs of the Chriſtian Scheme: 
To a Subject, which right Reaſon, and all 
good Men hold to be neceſſary: And yet to 
a Subject highly diſagreeable to the Generali 
ty, and peculiarly obnoxious to the Wicked, 
the Formal, and Profane. Favor me then, 
with your ſerious, impartial, and candid At- 
tention, ſo Jong, and ſo long only, as I ſpeak 
the Words of Truth and Soberneſs. Who 
hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 
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There was a Man of the . named Nicode- 

mus, 4 Ruler of the Tews: The ſame came to 

e and ſtal unto him, Rabbi, we 
that theu' art a Teualer r 

or no Man can 

ed , except Gad 2 20 2 efus. anf. * 

e und bim, Verity, _ vertly, 7 

thee, Exe Man be born again, le cannot 


© Kingdom God. "1 Nicodemus Goth nt unto © 
2 can 77 Man be born when he is % 


na, aid be f e dere, Perily, 
+ verily, Tay unte thee, Except a Man: be born 


of Water, and of the Spire, be cannot enter 
into the Kingdom 'of God. That which is born 
of the Fleſh, is Fleſh; ani that which is born of 
 - the Spirit, is Spirit. Marvel not that I ſaid 
unto thee, Ye mpſi he born again. The, Wind 
' bloweth where it lifteth, and thou beareſt the 
Sound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it com» 
erb, and whither it goeth; ſo is every one that 
is born of the Spirit. Nicodemus anſwered and 
ſaid unto him, 2 can theſe Things be? Je- 
\ ſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, Art thou a 
— of Iſrael, and knowejt not theſe Things? 


ESUS CHRIST, as the Mediator between 


Gop and Man, ſuſtains the three 1 impor- 


tant — of Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 
4 As 


Can he enter the ſecond Time into hir Mother's 


F 


g | 
o 
. : 


n 


| 


- "us R 


A © Prophet he 
in the ones of the Mind and Will 


WA Guse 8 1 * $0 N D. ö SYAE 
LO 3 * Nen * f 4 * pat 2 SY | 


| rides ber ain, een Beatem is making 


Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors. eee 


A King, he guides, protects, and Fo 


aver, bis myſtical-Body, the Church. 


In the Diſcourſe before us, he 4 n No 


Capacity of a Prophet. And the Canverlgti- 
on irſelſ is perhaps one of the moſt memorabie 
8 and important any. where to oo * with upon 
Record. EN 
The Occaſion 860 it was "chin... ve” 
Jedes Chriſt had now arrived at 30 Years of 
Age, and entered upon his publick Miniſtry. 
He taught the People the Goſpel of the King - 
dom, and wrought an amazing Variety of Mi- 
raeles in Confirmation of his Doctrine and 


Miſſion. He healed the Sick, fed the Hungry, 


eured the Blind, reſtored the Lame, and raiſed 
the Dead, Theſe wonderful Works wrought 
by. his Hands, together with his ſublime and 


| pathetic Manner of Pr FRCHINg,” raiſed and ex · 


cited 


— — — — — 2 


reſolves upon a perſonal Interview. Like a 


477) 


Geis ths-Octicfttyiimat Attention of the Po- 
pulous. The common People, we are told, 
heard him gladly, and followed An! in Multi- 


tudes from Place to P eres lee 
At length his Fame reached a Pars of the 
Rulers of the Jewiſh Nation. They knew, 


from the Prophecies in the Old Teſtament, 


that the Time was-near at Hand, when the 


Meſſiah” mould appear; and therefore were 


very attentive to the Things, which were told 
them. His mean Appearance, Conduct and 
Behaviour however, not ſuiting with | thoſe 
Notions of Power, Conqueſt, and Grandeur, 
which they had formed, they almoſt univerſal- 


ly rejected him as an Impoſtor and Deceiver. 


Nicodemus, more ſerious, more candid, and 
more in Earneſt about the Favor of Gop and 
the Salvation of his Soul, than his Brethren, 
was not willing to reſt ſatisfied with the Re- 
ports brought him by others: He therefore 


Man of Senſe and Diſcernment he would hear 
both Sides of the Queſtion, and then judge for 
W 88 But 1 at the ſame Time the 

inveterate 


- 
- 
. . 
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— 
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erste Prejudices ob che Phase end 
what Contempt Jeſus was held by the Rick | 
the Learned, and the Rulers of the Nation, be 
was aſhamed and afraid to come in an 
generous Manner; and therefore nde 
to viſit him in the {he ww. no U e 
ſee Ken? 74447 35 90 
Our reit is a Pare of the: e \ 
which; paſſed between them. Corificer; my 
Brethren, more men the Gaba 
attending it. ene I 

Here is Jeſus Chriſt; the tr gen 
of Gov, the Judge of Quick and Dead, ſent 
into the World upon the Errand of | Man's 
Salvation; While He is buſily engaged in ma- 
king known his benevolent and God-like De- 
_ fign, here is a Ruler of the Jewiſh: Nation, 
Nicodemus by Name; an aged, learned, ſerious- 
thinking Man, comes to converſe with him 
concerning the Nature of his Doctrine, Miſſi- 
on, and Kingdom. The Diſcourſe, which paſ« 
fed between them, is recorded for our Inſtruc+ 
tion, and for the Inſtruction and Edification 
of all future Ages of the Church. 


Metkinla 


p 0 
- Methinks 1 fee: the: Redeemer” retired in thi 
-Hodle of one of his pious Followers: Dignii 
ty; Majeſty, and 'Serious-Thoughtfulneſs; 
Meekneks, Goodneſs, | [Humility and Benevo- 
| dence, ſhine oonſpicuous in his ſacred Perſon. 
Methinks I ſee: tod the Ruler of the Jewiſh 
Nation.” His Phylacteriss are broad: the Bor · 
ders of his Gartnents* enlarged. With much 
Form and Ceremony he is introduted,” and 
thus addreſſes the Redeemer : * 
Rab, we know that a b 
rome: from Go: For no Man can do thoſe 
Miracles that on —_ hes oy © io with 
him“. my OF IVR? 3”: Hr 
Without Ranfing to pay him a vater of. 
unmeaning Compliments, the Sevioiir * the 
World replies: "OR FR 9 
* vealy,” verily, T ſay unto aner regt "a 
Man be born again, he cannot fee the King- 
dom of Go . 


Nicodemus, ſtruek with Spe at the Ex- 


preſſion, Being born again, with ſome Degree 
of Emotion made Anſwer, How can a Man 


by born when he is old? Can he enter the ſe- 
7 cond 


19 
* 
4 2 : 


- 
— 


"oi . 


born?” - 


Thing outward, or natural; but an in ward, 


holy Change; wr ought i in he Mind by the gen. 
tle Influences of the Divine Spirit. 


* Verily, verily, I fay unto. thee, Except a. 
Man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, he 


which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. Mawvel 
not that I ſaid unto _ Ye muſt 3 bom a- 


LL * 10 


gain Faro 7 BY Fer | 34 
_ Having infifted u upon the Dodrine, . 


ob its Meaning, and ſhewn its Reaſonableneſs, 
he 8 to een he * * ae that a 
Similitude: + | j 


« The Wind bloweth ae it OY. and 
thou heareſt the Sound thereof, but can ſt not 


tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth: | 


— 


80 is every one that 1 is born of the Spirit. 


Nicodemus, not underſtanding what he aim- 
| | * N N we ed 


- - . — - 


” end Nes inne his Mathers — [be 
| How, 17:455 2014, 31 10 90 0 75 501 | 
* Jeſvs/Chriſt,inding that Vier dd not 
e the Meaning of the Exprelſion, in. 
forms him that he did not intend by it any. 


cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gop. That 
which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh; and that 


g 


4 at, ſaid unte him, e theſe Things 
be? ? 1888 

Jeſus ee and aid. 0 oa thou a. Mat. 
ter of Iſrael! art thou a Teacher of others; 
haſt thou read the Writings of Mae and the 
Prophets, and knoweſt net theſe Things: 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto; thee, we ſpeak that 
we do know. and reltify. that. we have, ſeen, 
| and ye receive not our Witneſs. If I have 
told you of earthly Things and ye believe not, 
how ſhall ye believe if I tell N of hevvenly 
Things? b oqit 

You will nleaſe to IJ ay, ee 
that this is the firſt Part of a plain, ſimple 
Conference. Here is no Art, no.Diſguiſe, no 
Sophiſtry. They each of them ſpeak the Lan- 
guage and Sentiments of their Hearts. 
No this Paſſage of Scripture, as all others, | 
muſt either have ſome; Meaning, or it * muſt 
have none. If it has none, the Wiſdom of 
dur Sayiour muſt be called in Queſtion, and 
the Language of Mortals rendered vain and 
inſignificant. Some Meaning therefore it has, 


And whatever its Meaning be, you muſt al- 
2 low 


00 0% 


necelly y'to be known! and 1 Rete. 
ed, ir ever we hope t to enter the King 
Heaven. "et Verily,” verily, 'Tay' unto thee, Ex. 


cept a Man be born n. he cant Tee the 
Kingdom of Go ee 20.27. eee 


| What then can the Matting be? Halt you 
| thoroughly and ſeriouſly weighed! and con. 


dered it? Give me Leave, my Brethren fe as 
we are upon * Point of the greateſt Conle- 
quence to every one of us) to alk again, "whe. 
ther you have duly weighed and conſidered 
the Meaning and pri goes of f gs 
; of Holy Writ? . 

11 is Truth, it is Truth alone, we all oupht 
to have in View: And any partial Repreſen- 
tations of it, will only lull us afleep in carnal 
Security, and prevent us from giving Dill. 
gence to make our Calling and Election 
ſure . If we could perſuade ourſelves "that 
the Bible in general is falſe; that Perſuaſton 
will not make it ſo, neither would it be & 
long Continuance. We ſhould find it true to 
our eternal Shame and everlaſting: Contempt, 
In the fame Manner, if you could- perſuade 

Yourſelves 


* 


cn 5 
F .of 
Scripture is falſe; that it has no Meaning; or 
that it has no Meaning but what is common 
td all ho have been, baptized, i. e. to * 
Drunkard, the. Whoremonger, and the tr 
Chriſtian: This falſe Perſuaſion will notmake 
it ſo, nor at all contribute to wos, Sen bra 
Salvation Truth will be Truth, and th 
Words « of Chriſt will have their Accom Diſt 
meat, however vou or 9 0 may ſtudy to evade 
their Force, and explain away their Meaning. 
I beſeech you then, ( O Chriſtians, Lay af alide 


all Prejudice; Bigotry, and Farty-spirit. Ex- 
amine diligently for the Truth, and for the Ex- 
perience of the Truth. Don t be aſhamed of 
the Bible, its Doctrines, and Expreſſions. 
Dare to contend .carneſtly f for the Truth, like 
a Noah, or the good Prophets of old, or the 
firſt Teachers of our holy Religion, though 
all around you ſhould oppoſe its Progreſs, And 
be aſſured for your Comfort, that though 
Error, Sin and Deluſion may abound, Truth 
is ſtrong and ſhall at laſt prevail. 10 All Fleſh 
is as Graſs, and all the Glory of Man, as 
Z 2 the 


"he 
the Ped Gerber Falleth ways But the 
Word of the Lord endureth för ever“ Hey. 
en. and Earth” may and/ſhall paſs aw ay, but 
„ ene Chriſt are ee and 
0 T: ruth, an alt never paſs away.” e 


The r 2 to be ſettled, is, Whit fs 


$A dean by "being . born again? 1 h more 
e e Tpok en upon” this Subject; t 
the Experience of i it is abſolutely and” effenti. 
ally” necelſary” 1 to Salvation,” we think it otit 
Duty often to bring it to your Remembrance; 
often to ſtir up your Minds; and at the fare 
Hime, to ſet the — Truth in different 
Points of View. bn * „ 
Now, a being bees, - Gynifies, Ani in- 
ith Change, a Renewal of the Soul in 
Knowledge, Righteouſneſs; and true Holineſs", 
after the Image of Gop. We being all che 
degenerate» Children of a degenerate Parent; 
being all born with Diſpoſitions corrupted, 
depre aved, and vieiated in their moral Tenden- 
cles; * dead in Sin, and by Nature Children 
of Wrath”; to be born again, ſignifies, The 
Reſtoring, 


- 
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(479 1 
Reſtering; the Rene wing / the Recovery:of our | 
Souls from this State of Sin and moral Depra- 
vity, by- the Power of the Holy Spirit, 0-2 
new, heavenly, holy” and divine Life. In 
other” Words; © Regerichation, or: the Buer, 
Birch is the Change of a Perſom uhatever ht 
Character has been' before; into'@thoughtful, 
ſerious, holy, charitable, tender-hearted; con- 
AR dutiful, and obedient Servant of 
The Nature, Proceſs: and Effects of 
| _ Divine Change may e 
c by what follow: rc trlf br t Oar 
The Perſon, who has e it is 
to be born again, whether à formal Profeſior; 
or an openly profane Sinner, is firſt convinced 
of Sin, and awakenedi to a deep, ferling genſe 
of his Guilt and Danger. 'He-acknowledges 

and bewails his manifold Sins and Wicked 
* * neſs, Which he from Time to Time mot 
* grievoully hath''committed,: by Thought, 
Word and Deed;-againſt the Divine Majeſty. 
He earneſtly repents, and is heartily ſorry. 
for all bis Miſdoings. The Remembrance 

* of them is 2 unto him, the — 
65 
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1. he: betakes himſelf to the Lord 


Jeſus Chiti, and being juſtified hy Faith he 


has Peace wit dae 4dr Joy i048; de 


Ghaſt .. Nor ren be hare, but gives all 
Diligence to make his 
ſure, and works out his Salvation with:Peig 
and with Trembling. He counts all Things 
but Droſs and Dung that he may win Chriſt. 
and be found in him; not having his oun 


his Calling and Election 


Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but thüt 


which is through the Faith of Chriſt, eden the 
Righteouſneſs,” which is of Gop, by Faith. 25 


4e It is his Meat and his Drink “, it is the De- 
light of his Soul, l todo the Will of GOD. 
Vea, whether he is in high or in low Eſtate, 


he knows that the Grace of Gop, which 


bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all 


Men”, with this expreſs Deſign, (viz) to teach 


us, < that denying Ungodlineſs and-worldly 
his we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this preſent world.. Impreſt with 
theſe Evangelical Views, © he gives all Dili- 


gence, and adds to his Faith, Virtue; and to 
Virtue ' 


f 
9 


(e e . 
« of them/io-intolerable.”/- Thus weary and, 


r 


Frege Pa. 


(481) : 
virtue. e and to RON Tem- 7 


—— and to — — 
Charity; Not that blind, irrational Charity 
of the World, which * calls Evil Good, and 
Good Evil; which puts Darkneſs for Light, 
and. Light for Darkneſs; which Puts Bitter 
for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter; —But that . 
Divine Charity, Love and Benevolence, *<which 8 
ſuffereth long and is End; that Charity which. 
envieth not, which vaunteth not itſelf, and is 
not puffed up; that Charity, which doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly, which ſeeketh not her 
own, which is not eaſily provoked, and think- 
erh no Evil; that Charity, which rejc joiceth not 
in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth; 

which beareth all Things, believeth all Things 
hopeth all T hings, endureth all Things ”. 8 
The Perſon that is thus born again of the 
Spirit, walks religiouſly in all good Works”, 
the Light of his amiable Exam ple ſhines be- 
fore Men, and at length, by God's Mercy, 
he attains everlaſting. Felicity „ is received 
into 


« © 


into the e Bliſs! dich bar 
- 6 Well done good, and faithful: Servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord! Thou haſt 
been faithful unto; Death, I nom beſtow, upon 
thee a Crown of Late. * thou Wenn 
cording to thy Works.“ 1007 n 
To what has been ſaid itis contin ob. 
« <jefted, that Baptiſm is Regeneration, or the 
« New Birth; and ſince we haue all betn'bap. | 
te tized, it is an obvious Concluſion that we 
et have all been regenerate, or born again, and 
« therefore need give ourſelves no farther 
10 Thought and Concern about i it ” RIG 
I am well aware that this 18 a common Obs 
jection, and therefore will endeavor imparti- 
ally to conſider it. For when Mankind are 
taught that the Whole of that Regeneration, 
or New Birth, which the Scripture requires as 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, means no 
more than being ſprinkled with Water in the : 
Name of the. Father, and of the Son, and of 
the oly Ghoſt: And when they who have 
been baptized are taught to think, that they 


have no more to do with Regeneration, the 
Error 


(1384) 


| Piven wo go; eee 
paſſed over in Silenſtmme. 
16 — Lanier: 52 


ves che New Birth, then. tn 55 Things 
„maybe affinmed of Baptiſm, that are affirm- 
4*/ed; of Regeneration, pr; the New. Birth 
Now what ſays the Seripture concerning thoſe 
Perſons, who havr been born again? * 647 
ast. ννν tells e MWhoſqever is horn of 
Gep, doth not commit Sin, for his deed rp⸗ 
maiteth in him, and he cannot fins hecguſe he 
is bor of GOο Nac let us fee if this will 
hold true when applied to Baptiſm. Mhoſo- 
ever is baptized doth: not commit Sin, for his 
Seed remaineth in him, and he/cannot Sin be- 
cauſe he is baptized,; Judge for yourſelves, 
Brethren, whether this Repreſentation is a. 
greeable to Ttuth and Experiene 1 v7 

A a Again 


R 
* * ” 23 
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he Wörld? No? Where are ere ech 
"worldly - minded, ſuch openly profane, *fuch 
Ats Trab fene of the pure Laws of the 
Gofpet, as many ef theſe nm 
ue Where are there ſuch Rebels 
agarnft the Divine Mahefty ab many of us 
clk burſelves Chiiffifils? © But if & hoſdever is 


Born of 'Gop doth” or, "catition;/eomtinue" th 
the 'Commiſlion of 'known Sin; and if” being 


505 &f Cop and Baptiſm be che, Lame Thing: 


then whoſbe ver is baptized doth dot, S, 


critifive in the Commiſſion f known Sin · 
This beifig directly contrary to our moſt can- 
Acc dn Chaffttable Obſervations upon the State 
of the World; it follows as a neceffary.Con- 
ſequence, - that Baptiſm und the Net Birth, 


are not one and the ſame Thing. Het ino Man 
therefore O Chriſtians,deceive y with n 


Words. Truſt not to the Gifts and Endo- 
ments of Nature, or to the outward Sprinkling 
with Water in Baptiſm. Baptiſm „is allowed 


to 


27 paar „Whatever is bark fe. 
cometh the World.. But will it, er enn te 
faid, that whbſoeNtr'5s/ baptized" 20% comet 


. MA” 2 . 2 mam. aca... 


(abs). 


to be of Divine Appointment. But if we 8 
to the . outward and viſible: Sign „ without 
experiencing the inward and. * 
Grace, we ſhall find:ourſelves. miſerably dif- 
appointed at the great, Day. That which i is 
born of the Fleſh is Fleſh. And they chat are 
the Diving-Spixity * cannot pleaſe: Gop ”,.how 
orthodoxly ſoever they, may have been ſprink- 
led with; Water. Tis then, and then Mone, 
my Brethren; When .Gop does dc pompapy 
the outward, and viſible sign, with, the. in- 
ward and ſpiritual, Grace”, that theres Re- 
generation in a ſoving;Senſe. And the Perſon 
who is thus baptized; and born again. « fol- 
« lows, the Example of our Saviour Chriſt; and 
"04 ke unto-bim; That as. Chriſt:died 
* anchyaſe. again for us, Se ddes he wh 

thus haptized, die from Sin, and riſe again 
« unto. Righteguſneſs; He is continually 
a mortityimg all his exil and corrupt Affectie | 


« « Godlineſs of Living ”, ewe Toe HERS 


tha at this- 3s the, . 
Aa 2 every 


But ſhall we ſay 


1 


the Tempers, 'Diſpoſitions, and” OonduA of 


give ſuch Aſſertion the Lie! 1 9874, 9251) 
But if Baptiſm and Regenertiöt de net 


# the fame Thing, 'Why do we ink” Obs 


t when we baptite a Child, that Re Kös reg. 
te nerated that Child by the Holy: 455 
tn gd good . neee vi king 
Water in Wapulke is the Sign of the NE 
Firth. Or rather, Water repreſents the Holy 
Spirit, which is the Author of th Divine 
Change As It is the Property of Wrter to 
purify ene Body; ſG it ic the Property and 
Office of ehe Spirit, 26 purge, Heartland pit 
fify the Soul. No. nee Wuter Is dhe wal- 
 Engw Emblem 'of the, Spirit? Baer Jefus 
ChillPhiniſelf inſtituted the Ordihanck f Bap- 
tiſm; and ſince he his promiſe He Tel 
Spirit to them that aſk him, we min h charita- 
bly hope, till we ſte Reafon - to- chien 


trary, that the outward” ee | 


ter, is accompanied with the in ward Waſhing 
and Renewing of the ' Holy hoff. Ea zg 


15 Toe ber u qr Al Alt 
\Fhiouſands" and Tens of Thum eld 
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(87) 
bos Being bert AFaln is only wfigurative Eu- 
«prin. for Noral-Homeſty, Goodneſs! of 
&* Heart, And the HER eee ad 2 apes 
ewe apknowledge: into be a figurative! Ex- 
/ ary; all;the Expreſſions! made 
whe ob wheti>e ſpeak | conceraing;the-$oul or = 
etre While we ans in the 
Body; we- muſt ſpeak. ii a Language adapted 
to the Organs of the Bady, And Whenever 
wechave Qciaſion to ſpeak df ths Soul. or any 
other ſpiritual and immaterial Being, we-ate 
obliged to take our Bxprefitons from the 
kHnO]˖ Operations of the Body and apply, 
them / to che Soul, or to thoſe other ſpiritual 
and iomaterigh, Subſtznges, of Which we.qre | 
ſpeaking · Thus, in Condeſcenſion to our. In- 
firmities, the Bible every where ſpeaks. of Gdp, 
as having a Body, Arms, Eyes, Ears, Noſttils 
&c;.. whereas: it is a certain Truth, that He 
exiſts in a Manner totally different from my 
Thing that we can even: conceive; e. 

Thus, : mathe: Caſe before us, ſpeaking of a. 
Change wrougbht upon, or effected in tie Soul, 
our Saviour calls it, A being born again; 
5 | taking 


N * 


4488 . 


g waking his-Bpraſon from — and. 


well known Operation in Natack, & hid 
being born into the World. nN hen a 
Child is born; it undergoes a very: Rreat/ and 
important Changs. At exiſts: 1n3a:;Mannen tor 
tally different from ita former e Son the 
Perſon, who is born again of the 8p 
Herices a very great Change in: his Soul has 
very different Views and Sen ſatioms from thaſe 
he was conſcious of before that Change: took 
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Nor will it be: fufficient to:anſwer, How: 
can theſe Things be? How ean A mam be 
born when he is old? Theſe Queſtions of 
Nreodemus, you will obſerve; did nbt contain 
2 Refutation of the 'Redeemer's Doctrine, but 
anly a Diſplay b own Blindneſs; ora 
and Unbelief. 8 os. 8. St val & 
We ene and contend that Morality: . 


is neceſſary; Goodneſs of Heart i necelliryyp... 


and let your Morality and Goodneſs af Heart 

be ſuch as the Goſpel of Chriſt requires, and 

we are agreed. But let us beware af-lubſtituts 
ing Names for Things; Shadows far Subſtan : 


ces; | 


4H (6469) 
ww; an de Ur para instennet, 
Inv chm br, What is worſe, a World- 
by" Spirit, gef dhe pure and geruine Religion 
as New/ Teſtament. Thoſe who” tall moſt 
about MraHneſty rand Goodneſs of Heart, 
are generally the moſt edtelefs'of Chriſtians, the | 
moſt formal and/ſukewarm'of/Profeſſore;varid | 
the moſt during of Offentiers. Let them be 
taken upon theft dw Priffeiples reuſorieil 
with" juſtly, and t Will de eaſy to dondemn 
thent out ef their on Mouth” end a0 lat: 
Ahother Objection more powerful with 
« bigoted; fiaffbW.-ttindded People than all 
«the — 1 LT RON 
und Enthufialts preach vj n 
ng regenerate nt or 0 Karat as 
70 this it is afffered: ji vi — 
not à Doctrine of Reaſon and Scripture," let it 
de given up. But if it is, We are bold to 
contend for it, though all the World fhöuld 
eall us Enthuſiaſts. Party Names, and ill-na- 
tured Diſtinctions, are 'with us of very fmall 
Weight. «He that does the will'of my Fa. 


mn which is in Heaven“, according to the 
2 Doctrine 


1 — 7 
4 — 
N * * 
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(b)) 


nostine of ches daricur of e World "Y | 
| ſane is my Brother and Sifters nA Mother”, | 


ky; what Names ſocver, her is niſtinguiched an! 
 +alled;, We maſt; ever beligynutatanhumble 
_ "ſincere; pious, 
ide Favor, of Gon, than an ypocritical,..q 


_ profane! Methodiſt, or Diſſent Andogn 
chen contrary, that an humble, Hin cee, pio 


Methodiſt, or Difleptex,.is aN more accept- 


able to the Gon of Heaven, than an hypo- 
tieal, or profane Churchman. „ [Names change 
mot the Nature f. Thi 


go Mam is a 
| good Man, thangh:all che Sons gud Iayghters 
af diſſolute Mirth, Gaity and Pleaſure. con- 
pirotagether.to call him, by Way of Reprogek 
an Enthuſiaſt, . or. Methodiſt. And 2page 

well-meaning Enthuſiaſt, though; thee pay 
beyſeveral Things in his Conduct andPringie 
ples weak and indefenſible,, will always hayes 
Preference in the Eyes of impartial Intelligence, 
to a Man, however learned, polite and bono - 
able, who makes not a Conſcience. f living 49 
the Glory of Gon in all his Aces. 1.;,47 


„The nn then with a Chriſtian ought 


nia meh higher in 


not 


S 
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not to be, whether the, Ne W noch; is 2 Doe- 
trine of the Methodifts, but whether it as a 
Doctrine of the Bible, and whether it gught 
not to be. Doctrine of all thoſe, who bgaſt 
themſelres the Members f the Church of Eag- 
land. Kit id, a, Doctrine of) dh 1 
Chriſtian onght: to be; aſhamed f it;-no/! 
niſtert bught to deny. or ednceal"3t7- be 
the Peril of our dn Balvation : 
Now this obnoxious Tenet is l to us 
in the Bible by a great Variety of Expreſſions, 
moſt of which convey the Idea of a Change in 
the human Soul, not in the Power of Man, 
unaſſiſted by the Spirit of Go, to accompliſh: 
Take the Wb Pallages, and gage for 
yourſelves. 85 ih 
kd now. Iſrael whit doth i Lord, thy 
Gov require of thee, but to fear the Lold 
thy God, to walk in all his Ways, and to love 
him, and to ſerve the Lord thy Gop witli all 
thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, to keep the 
Commandments of the Lord, and his Statutes 
which I command thee this Day for thy Good? 
Circumeiſe therefore the Foreſkin of your 
B b Heart, 


* 


* TY 


Gen with all thy Heart a 
-Sdul toro has ſaith the Bord - Preh 


edneſeo chat thou ina yeſt be fue ] wo 
Then will I.ſprinlle clean Water upon 
you, and ye ſhall be clean: From all your 


Filtlſineſs, and from all yourt Idols will 1 


cleunſe yu. A new. Heart alſo will 1 give 


you, and a new Spirit will I put within you; | 


and I will take away the ſtony Heart out of 
your Fleſh, and I will give you an Heart of 


Fleſh. And Iwill put my Spirit -within you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, and qe 


ſhall keep niy Judgments and do them 
And I will give them one Heart, and I will 


put my Spirit within you; and I will take 


the ſtony Heart out of their Fleſn, and will 


give them an 1 eart of n. that they may 


walk 


Heart; and benio more ftif-necked ache 
Lord thy Gon will ciretinciſe thine Heat um 
tlie Heart of uy: Sees, tb love" the Lord thy | 
with! all _ N 
_ your FdG round un˙ðͤse ſow not aden | 
Thorns: ': Vireumcite yourſelves'to the Lord, 
and take away the Foreſkin of your Heafr . 
O Jeruſalem; waſh thine Heart from Wick. 


S mo r >a. 


„ 
— 
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walk. in my Statutes, and keep miri Ordinan- 
ces and do them will put my Law in 
their inward Parts, and write it in, their 
Hearts will give, them one m and 
one Way, that they. may fear me forever 
indeed baptize you with Water, bur he 
that cometh after me ſhall baptize vou with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire . Except 
ye be converted, and become as little Children, 
ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ”.—** Except a Man be born of Water, and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of Gop . Not by Works of Righte- 
ouſneſs which we have done, but according to 
his Merey he ſaves us, by the Waſhing of Re- 
generation, and Renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt ”,—* Of his own Will, begat he us 
with the Word of Truth ”,—* And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins We are his Workmanſhip, ae 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works — 
Theſe multiplied Paſſages, under different 
Moges of Speaking, all bear "Witneſs to the 
Doctrine of the New Birth, the: Nature and 
Bb 2 Neceſſity 
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explairi and eſtabliſh. Theyallexpreſs, or imply 


an inward Change, Wrought upon, or effect 
in, *he- Soul by the Power of the Divine Spirit. 


It is called, The Cireutnciſton ef tie Heart: 
A Waſhing of the Heart from Wicke dneſs: 
A Taking away the ftotty Heart; and giving 


an Heart of Fleſh: -A Putting Gob's Spirit 


within us: A Putting his Law in our imrard 
Parts, and writing it on our Hearts. It 18 
called, Converſion, Regeneration, and Renew 
ing of tlie Holy Ghoſt:—And the Perſons 
who have experienced this Change, are ſaid 


to be begotten of Go. — To be new Crea 


tures To be created in Chriſt Jefus unto 
good Works: — And to be Rey in 1 elf Manher 
of Converſation. 

But you will perhaps ee that 1 
* am miſtaken in the Meaning of all thoſe figu- 


* rative Expreſſions; that none hut Enthifi. , 


te aſts ever put fake an eee on 
ff Thom”, © 26 122 


Hard Names bing a good while been but 
portion, "we have learnt to bear them without 
| Reſentment; 


——: a 


my 


0 295 5) 
Reſentment hr nage we-ofteem them our Glory . 
andi our Joy. But ſuppoſe it ſhouki 'apptar 
that you yourletyes: have: often prayed to Al- 
mighty Gop to beſtow) upotiyou thoſe very 
ſpiritual Blemags, whieh ave, an] our Pay, 
treated as the fure Characteriſtics of Metho- 
diſm- and Enthuſiaſm? Would this cortvitice 
you, that the Doctrine of " Regeheration'Þy the 
Holy Ghoſt, is a Doctrine you ought - 
eſpouſe and contend for? What mean | 
theſe” Aldreſſes and Petitions in the PAR | 
Book? © [20 29! 214.5 75 <J V36 2107 
Let us beſeech him to bande true Re: 
« pentance ani his Holy Spifit *: = „0 Go 


make cle our Hearts within ub, ene | 


«not thy Holy Spirit frotius*——< $oteplenthy 
*< him with the Gracc'of thy Holy 8 15 
« Endue them with thine Holy Spin * 
« The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, aid 
*the Love of Gop, and the Fellowſhip”, „Com- 
* manion, or Communication, "oy de Rü 
* Ghoſt, -be with us . everm6te”:— 5 
Cleanſe the Thoughts of e our * he 
Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit :— . Get 
t that 


by 


Children by Adoption and Grace, map daily 


% be renewed i by thy: Holy: Spit: dend 


£ thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour inta:our Mer 
*+ that moſt excellent Gift of Charity” ü 0 


e Holy Ghoſt, our Souls inſpire, - A411 85 Le 1 # 4 17 
—5 Aud lighten with cæleſtial Fire, fdr hn mud 
Gs Thy bleſſed Unction from above, 


in Comfort, Life, and Fire of Lets . 
or Nos 4 4 Hor 2 2 1 3 e Fo =. 


Now all theſe Petitions, which we, as Mem- 
ber of the Church of England, put np.to Al 


- 


— 
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mighty Gop at different Times, muſt either 


have ſome Meaning, or they have none. If 
they have none, our Prayers muſt be highly 


diſpleaſing to Gop, and muſt, call donn 2 


Curſe, and not a Bleſſing. If they have any 
Meaning, tis evident the Holy Spirit of Gop 
is the Thing deſired. And why is the Holy 


Spirit thus earneſtly requeſted? To work 


this New Birth in our Souls, and to carry on 


a 2. of Sanctification by his Divine Pow-, 
Shall we then pray for the Holy Spirit i in 


= e Church, and as ſoon as we. leave that.ſz fa-, 
cred Place, deny that there 1 18 any ſuch Thing, 


Or 


. 


8 8 88 8 


e 
or that his Affiftante ib nebeſfary 7 Sue 


Prayers mtiſt be an Abemination. Shall wWe 
pray for tile Holy Spirit in che Rrading- Deſſc, 
and then aſeend tlie Pulpnj und preach” al 
Tt and bre 1 ne ſuck Thing, tis 
Peredemeus incenffiheroltutireulead: 
nor,are anal nor; wo dats Rot, 201" Oil 
The Compilers of our Taturgy, Tay our 
« Opponents; were pious well- meaning Men, 
« and this enthuſiaſtic Doctrine might” pals 
in thoſe dark Ages: But Mankind are now 
« grown wiſer, and better itiformed UpSoii 
te thoſe Subjects v. Wr © 7G 99003 ent! 
The Doctrine of Regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit, has in every Age of the Church Been a 
Subject of Redicule to the Formal, the Care- 
lefs, and the Profaite.” No Wonder! Theſe 
are Things they" intermeddle not with. But 
the truly pious; learned, and ſober-· minded, 
have always contended, that an experimental 
Acquaintance with it is eſſentially neceſſary to 
Salvation. And 1 beſeech you, WO is likely 
to be the beſt Judge of the Meaning of Gop's 
Word? 


= UWP) | 
Words -Theſe-whoſe Liven /in 66 View 8 a 
other are & gontinae}. Cantradifitian -wyzthe 


plaitieſt Freeepts of the Goſpelli lor | 
Lives arm a continual Imitatiom df the Bräm- 


ple of: Chriſtö r Which-would;a wiſe Man in 


this! Caſe; give Credit) tat The: World" ſay, 
the Doctrjma afothe New Birth is an enthuſi 
aſtic Doctrine. 20, her piaus : andi learned, of 
excry:Perſuaſien, allureousthaqe:is no Salvati- 
g Without it Ont ef. e ae few 
| following Teſtimonies. 1dts 2d} bas 
«© Barthly Privilege, Pedigree andBirth; will 


Rot ſerve dur Turn. We myſt be born 
from above, by a new and ſupernatural 


eh. or elſe we cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
s A . I Sti b 53A you? LieHrreor. 
518 « Bxcept a Man be beorky of the Spit, en⸗ 
*tering on a new, pure, ſpiritual: Life, aby the 


Holy Ghoſt s Deſcending upon him, he ran. 


not bins Kipgdam. of Go! d »I of 
55 ö 1902 Hauxonp- 
515 ert 1 be 1 i. e. renew 
65 Ledi in his Mind, Will, and Affections, by. the 


P n of the Holy Spirit, and fo become 
66 4 


— 5 


(005 * 


13 4 new Creature, he cannot beer or enjoy, the 


* 1 n of Go g. 11 © 


T iu 1 Th ; Wurrer. 


eee res ghly and univerſally 


changed, the Underſtanding by Iluminati- 


oni the Will by Renovation, thelAffections 
by Sanctiſieat ian, the Lafe:by;Reforination, 


* arge can neyer come at Heayen The re- 


* generating Change is wrought in the 8oul 
by the Spirit of Gon, which: qurifies it from 
its: natural Defilement, and renews it after 
* the diving Likeneſs and Image,” Sort FF * 
I eee em 8 Sv J 1 27 der, 
2 « Whaſoever would become a regular Mem- 
ber of the Kingdom of Go», muſt not only 
« be baptized, but as ever he deſires to ſhare 
ind its ſpiritual nd eternal Bleſſings he 
bm experience; the renewing; and ſanctify- 

ing Influences of the Holy Spirit on his 
Soul, to cleanſe it from the Power of Cot- 
- | ruption, ANS BY pat it! to a A and 


1488545 


in our Souls, by the almighty Energy «7 5 
Ce « eternal 
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1 -<eteriial Spirit, er it nö Been better tet . fl 
L 4 that das doh 3 
Y Ie | DopDRIDGE.. 8 
= — of tbe: jr iy i 
| n ſtood the learning o do>well, by the 'Afiſtance = * 
j of the: Holy Spirits” the! recelving of the re- 7 
q . < newing and ſatictifying Influences ef the 6 
q Holy Ghoſt into the Soul, tc clenſe it 1 
[+ fromiithe Power of Oe 5 ni- F 
mate ir to a Mint and fir tue Life.. 7 
9h 3 Wart N ” he 0 
„Where the Holy Oheft workethi; the , 
Nothing is impoſſible; as may appear by 8 
«the inward Regeneration and Sancktification J 
"of Mankind. Wen! Chriſt- ſaid to Nic s 
** demus, Unleſs à Man be born anew ef Wa: | 
*'ter and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
„Kingdom of Gob, he Was greatly atltaved 
lin his Mind, and began to reaſon with t 
« Chrift,* demanding how a Man might be t 
« born which © was bild“ Can he entkr, With t 
c he, into his Mother's Womb again, and fo { 
ti be born anew? Behold a lively Pattern of a 
te *fleſhly and carnal Man: He hath ttle or no ; 


er Intelligence 


(201) 


; 1Joteligenite of he Holy Ghoſt; and thevei 
«fore he: goeth bluntiy 0 work, and aſketh 
«how this Thing were poſſible to be true? 
c Whereas otherwiſe: if he had known the 
great Power of the Holy Ghoſt in this Be- | 
0 half, that it is he which re worketh 
« kind, Be mag e marvelled: at 
« Chriſt's Words, but would rather have 
« taken Occaſion thereby to praiſe and glorify 
4 Gor!) For as there are three ſeveral and 
« ſundry: Perſons in the Deity; ſo have they | 
« three ſeveral and ſundry Offices proper unto 
« each of them: The Father to create; the 
« Son to redeem; and the Nw Ghoſt to ſancti- 
<q N and parc th 09 ji) inn 4,454 
bon toy — 
What dell we 1 97 to theſe . Things?! Are 
they true, or are they falſe? If they are true, 
they are important, and ought to be attended 
to. If they are falſe, let them be given up, let 
them be diſregarded. | But, O my / Brethren, 
you cannot ſeriouſly conclude” that they are 
either falſe, or unimportant: Here is too much 
Ces Evidence 


(res) 
Evidence n ena 
Prejudice and Party- Spirit, and follow wither- 
ſoever Religion and Truth lead the Way. 
Examine whether you have ever cxperienced 
this divine Change, or not. I yewhaye, 
give Gov the Glory. If you have not, fetia- 


bout the Work without Delay. We want 


you to be happy; we want you to he ſaved; 

we want you to go to Heaven, when youdie. 
But ſo. ſure as Gop is true, you can't be hap- 
py: you can't be ſaved, you can't go to. Hea- 
ven. without this. ** Death unto Sin, and New 


Birth unto, Righteouſneſs”, +I beſeech you 


therefore, O Chriſtians; by the Mercies of 


Let no Man deceive you; let no Man laugh 
and ridicule you out of your Salvation. Dare 


ta ſtep aſide, and judge for yourſelves.” If your 


Priends and Neighbors have ſach mean, eatthly, 
groveling Souls, as to be altogether chained 


| down to the Things of this vain World; that's 


no Reaſon why you ſhould ſubmit to ſuch beſot · 
ted Slavery. Aſſert, my Brethren, aſſert your 
native Liberty. Shake off the Voke of Sin 


fa and 


= {(a0g) 
and Satan, andfareto becomeChiriſtians indeot 
Call down divine Aids. Mount aloft on the 
Wings of Prayer, and leave the World behind: | 
| Heaven will make Amends for all your Strug 
gles in the Service of your Saviour and hr 
Gon. Fight che good Fight of Faith, and 
lay hold on eternal Life? Be flrſt in eve 


_ Thang that ig-amiable;; ornamental and praiſe 
| it * though the Woerld- will not 


— | — wall ircamſpeAy; 
not, as. Fools; but as: Wiſe, "redeeming tho 
Time“, becauſe you knom not when the 
final. Hour will come. In ſhort, walk as 
Chriſt walked; live as he lived; tread in his 
very Footſteps; ,.** ſo ſhall you find Favor 
and good Underſtanding in the Sight of Gop 
and of all good Men 99 
It 1s for Want of this inward. Change, this 
Renewal of the Soul, this divine Operation, 
that we ſee ſuch ſtrange inconſiſtent. Charae, 
ters among Chriſtians. Sometimes they hae 
the Appearance of being good and religious: 
At other Times you'll obſerve; them quite: the, 
| Contrary, 


a. 1 | 
r) ct anos 
conmey in. their religious OGonduct. 80 
times they'll put on 2 ſanRtified\Counteriztce, 


7 


eme to Church and Sacrament, and you 
would conclude they are about -to:eommerice 


222 1 nurse my tlfferent 
the Aden eller — 
or ſquandering their golden Hours at Bell, 
Aſſemblies, or Card Tables. Strange inconiſiſt- 
ent CharaQter's indeed ! Equally as ſtrange ab 
| though you: ſhould ſee a Fountain ſending 


producing Olive Berries, and a Vine Figs *. 
2 Nay, my Brerhren, be aſſuredof this, that tlie 
<« fame Fountain cannot yield both ſalt Water 
and freſh”. Either make the Tree good, 
and its Fru ruit good, or elſe the Tree corrupt, 
and its Fruit corrupt. Either ſerve Gov 
wholly - and conſiſtently, or the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, wholly and conſiſtently. 
* know thy Works”, ſaid the Redeemer to 


ana 1 of OY} «that thou art Het 
ther 


very -pious. But wait a little, and you ſhall 


forth ſweet Water and bitter, or a hg pe 


mn —» = wy. <, 


— 
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bott 80 then; betiuſe thou art neither old e 
Botz but lutte wärt, J will pus cher out of 
Muth —ydleinnotfervsGob-and Mum 
mon Neither can ye unite Chriſt and Belial. 
0 Ifthe Lord be God ſeroe Him If theW old, 
carnal Pleafüres, and vain Anjuſetnents) ſerve 
them. But O remember l Ife "tive 'afturithe = 
Fleſh, ye ſhall die: but if ye chrohgh the Spirit 
uch 4 motley Mixture of ſerving Go an 
Mammon; ſuch a präying and mning! and 
repenting and dinning; ancꝭ ſinning and rel 
penting again, is a ſure Indication you habe 
never experienced the divine Change, called 
A being born again. For if you had 
would think it as eaſy to pluck the Sun m 
the Eirmament, and to change the wh 
Frame of Nature, as to go % Heuven, while 
living ſuch à Courſe of Life You would Tee 
the Evib of sin, of all Sin, of every Sind in 
ſuch a ſtriking Point of View, thut yeu Hud 


hate and deteſt iti: and fle eVhEn from the. A 
2 as. from the Fade of 4 Serpent 
Thoſe 


8 Enemy becauſe: J tell“ 
plain Manner. If. you are. teh, your Rod; 
odr | | 
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j the; Oomfort, the Satisfaction, andre 
Dalight of your Life, would then loſs their iu. 
fatuating Charms, and Halinefs, Happineſs 


and Heaven, take. Foſſeſſion of your Souls. 


A good natural Dilpolition, ſome Ships 
and: Appearances: of Morality and Goodaeh, 


you may hay e without, it hut you never will 
be conſiſtentiy and, uniformly, inwardly and 


outwardly religious, till his“ divine Change 
has taken, Þ lace) in ur Minds vou may 


t make clean the Outſide of the Cup and the 


Batter” without it; but then only ;-and/not 


Wk:ithen, von will be cleatiſed from inward 
Impiicties. Then and then alone you will be 
enabled · to offer up your Bodies a living 5. 
cite and to be holy in all Manner of - 
Converfation vd et this;- y mut AIO 
is our reaſenable Service.. 7 emer] 
-- Cine then, my Brethrem and F dor Pro- 
bationers for: Eternity, let ous ſet about this 
N ork in Earneſt, Think me not youf 
you the Truth in this 


2 rern 882 


ag 
In 


Cr 
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Creatu Ne muſt, lay afid 22 2 Weight, 


, 09. BY 
good had, i, beep for 3s 


I9-thas xou had never, T 


been hora; 790 An one than the Grave-j 


If Jeu path Numbergf thoſe. who pro 
felg;to hays. Fxperigacedh this Changer leh. us 


ke its: ſhsnt:it by,youn, ConduR, your: Te: 


ce e Wur Actions. Tet. 
the Light. af-yaur: good Works, and praiſe. 
worthy Rgample, ſhane. before Men, ; All the, 


Evidence, ; will int, atisfy. Us, and ought 8 
to ſatisfy You. LET E Mg 261 Ir Ti 
If, [IM are ſtill in Doubt whether the Doc- 


trine is true, or whether it is of any conſidera- 


ble Importance | in the Chriſtian Scheme; and 
if you are in Earneſt about Salvation upon 


any Plan whatever, let this be the conſtant | 


Prayer and * of N. Heart 184 in9:. 


D d K. 4 1 


es will not ave Y6u; i ut rk N ler. 
Poverty will not excuſe 5b; Ju mut be born 
again of the Spirit y you anuſt be renewed in the 


Image of your e Hes become new 
eee in. the. F ear .of © Gope.or 


Profeſong in.the World, without this living 


e 


54 Lins Right: ng io Hi viSwq 
"of If. Lam vrong, thy/Grace impart ge: 5081 104 522 
. % fd "the bene, Ways, fu MM 1106 * "Io end 
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zortance of this Retiewat of the 15 aud 
ik you are yet Strangets 10 the ekpckimentel 
Knowledge of it, . take the' Advice, and Pellet 
tte Declaration, of the Eompalſibridite Sau bur 
of the World,” Ak, and it mall b Yin 
5 you; and 50 malt find krivek! and n 


he Auf find. 
4 0 tö him that knodketh it ih be 


'you Klfat ig is 4 Father” Wilk He. give” Aut 4 
Stone? Or if he aſk a Fiſh, "A Beer 1 
Fil give him a Sefpefft? Or if e tal bt 
an Egg, will he offer hinra Scorpiohn?® ye 
then, being evil, know how to give got Gifts 
unto your Children; how much more ſhalf 


them ber aſk him? 


Aich eee, 12 2 


Bo 2m90.m 8 OM 


1 : : 
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mall be&Gpenied units ys 1 For'every Ohe flu 
after Fectiveth'; 4 


pen — J "it 9 Son imalT Bead of "any bf | 


your heavenly Father give the Hoy Sprit * 


1 
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| 1550 . 
I have now declared ww Senätent, apore 


this YELY impo rant Subject 110 4 pg, Freedom, | 
Simplicity, and Zeal! I hope che Light in 


which we have conſidered it 1s juſt, and 1 
5 1 33 ce ſuch as dught £3? Fa 51 


to comma | 
on, It gow. ee you; my Brethren, 


to-give ie that 2 u are perſuaded ir 
| 8 Wt 8 e 10 207 


> pug 85 que ber Stiq 
FISY Tot 7 995% 0 boot Wird 101 Mils 19 


timents like theſe zug by Hö. wein l, 
culared to p rocure che Favor G the-Prefermient; 


S991 0 DID DETT 6! 21 


| and the Homer of tb tis World. This we 


oll know,-and gan Ro To fari tn our Accu unt off . But 
—none of. the Things "indve* mes neither 
count I my Life dear unto mytelf, ſe that = 


might finiſh my;Courle. OF Joy. NET the Mis 


niſtry, which I. have recaived of the Ford: yo 
ſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of 


Gon”z 
Now unto him that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the 
Preſence of his Glory with exceeding Joy; to 
him be Glory in the Church by Chriſt Jeſus, 
throughout all Ages, World without End. 
Amen. 
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